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HE Auchor of this Colle- 
cCion of Gop's MgchS to 
His faithful People, being 
—(dieſirous to lie conceal' d, 
thinks himſelf obliged to give ſueh 
an Account of his bcing engaged in 
the Undertaking, as may prevent him 
from being cenſured for meddling 
with Things Sacred, who has not the 
Honour to wait at the Altar. Fhis 
Conſideration hath-prevailed wit him 
to acquaint his Readers, that in the 
Viciſſitude of Times, which by God's 


— over- 


The PREFACE. 
over-ruling Providence hath happen - 
ed in theſe Kingdoms, his Life ſome- 
times was, and other times ſeemed to 
be in imminent Danger: When, by 
recollecting ſeveral Inſtances of God's 
Mercies to His People in Times paſt, 
he received great Comfort and Sup- 
45 In theſe Diſtreſſes he made a 
olemn Vow, if he eſcaped, to publiſh 
an Abſtract of the moſt remarkable 
Deliverances recorded in Holy Scri- 
1 pture; which, the Apoſtle ſays, were 
1 written for our Learning, that we 
* through' Patience ud Comfort thereof 
F  wmnight have Hope, And as he had 
much Comfort'in writing, ſo others, 
he hopes, may. receive Comfort in 
peruſing this Book; which brings to- 
gether, in one View, whatever lies 
ſcattered throughout the whole Bible, 
pon the Subject of God's Mercies and 
Deliverances; with ſome occaſional 
"Remarks and Obſervations, which are 
 fuitable to the ſublime Text, and may 


eaſily be diſtinguiſhed from it. 


g 


It 


The PREFACE... 


EY is a great Satisfaction to the "Mi 
thor, and almoſt the only one he has 
had during a long Retirement in fo- 
reign Countreys, that God has ena- 
bled him to em ploy the Leiſure and 
Command of: Time; with which he 
has been intruſted, to pay Him thoſe 
Vous which he promiſed with his Lips, 
aud hp ale with his Tongue when" he was 
in Tabb., What he farther aims at : 
in the Publication is, that others may , 
be induced, by his weak Endeavours, © 
70 praiſe the 13 for His Goodneſs, 
and: declare the Wonders that He doth 
for the F of Men, 
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SECT: L GOHEAT SY 


EN inthe Beginning God cre- Geneſc! 
dated the Heaven and the Earth; Ch. l. 

the Earth was without Form; and 
void; and Darkneſs was upon the 

Face of the Deep: then the Spi- 

rit of God moved upon the Face 

| | of the Waters; and by the Eter- 

nal Word, his Son the Light of the World, com- 
manded Light out of Darkneſs, and gave Order to 

that Confuſion 3 as a Type of what he would do 

for us afterwards, when the Soul of Man ſhould 
become without Form, and void; void of that 
Celeſtial Form; the Image of God imprinted on 

it; and Darkneſs, the Power of the Prinee of 
Darkneſs, ſhould overſpread the Depths of his heart; 

then the Spirit of God would again move upon 

the Waters, the decp Waters af the proud Enemy 
which had gone over our Souls; and thereby pu- 

rify and convert them to — Waters, => | 

; | W 


| \ 


(2) 
Geneſis. waſh away our Sins, and would call us out of the 
Darkneſs we were in,. to be Partakers of his glo- 
rious Light. | | 
God made the Firmament as a Barrier to the 
Waters which hang over our Heads (as-he did alſo 
to the Waters of the Sea below) faying, thus far 
ſhall ye go, and no farther; giving us them by 
meaſure to anſwer our occaftons;; watering with 
them this his Garden; and by them giving us fruit- 
ful Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Food and Glad- 
neſs. He created the = Land alſo, giving us a: 
reſting place for the Soles of our Feet; not. a. 
dry parch'd Wilderneſs, but a fruitful Soil, yield- 
ing Graſs for the Beaſts, and Herbs and Fruit for 
the uſe of Man; having ſeed within themſelves, . 
each after their kind; for a ſupply and perpetua- 
tion of Food and Nouriſhment for his new Crea-- 
tion; and reviewing all his Work, ſaw it was good. 
But leſt we ſhould think thoſe Works of his the 
chiefeſt and only good, he hung out Lights in the 
Firmament, as well to enlighten the Earth, as to 
draw our Eyes upwards, and give us a glimpſe of 
his Glory; and ſhew us he had yet provided 
ſomething better for us than this lower World, to 
which he alſo made thoſe Eights ſubſervient; aſ- 
ſigning their reſpective uſes, for ripening our 
Fruits, producing Minerals, for Diſtinctions and 
Meaſures of Times and Seaſons, for Tokens and 
Signs, Cc. And that no part of the Creation 
might remain void or uſeleſs to us, he ſtor'd the 
; Sea with Fiſh, the Air with Fowls, and the Earth 
E with variety of Beaſts, and all things for our Ne- 
And having thus plentifully furniſtd, ſettled 
and order'd all things, he makes and introduces 
Man, whom at firſt he made. a little lower than 
the Angels, and plac'd him in a- lower Station; 
but having made him in his own Image, intended 


/ 


him 


* 


„„ * 
him a higher place, and the Honour of being his Genaſ#, 
adopted Son, gave him a Countenance erect, that 
he might look up to him his Maker; compos'd 
him of Heaven and Earth, again to be ſeparated; 
and each part to return to the place from whence 
it came. In the mean time he beſtow'd on him 
all the glorious things he had created; bid him 
enjoy them, increaſe and multiply; gave him Do- 
minion over all his Works, and made him Lord of 
Gabe... os: 

God having finiſh'd the great World, makes an Ch. 4: 
Abſtract or Epitome of it; and that the new made 
Man might not wander, but find what was moſt 
excellent in the whole, he places him there; ſhews 
to him all the Creatures his Vaſſals, and to them 
their Lord of all he had made; and out of this 
great Donation, excepts and reſerves as an acknow—y 
egment of his Sovereign, Supreme Dominion one 
ſingle Tree in the Centre of the Garden; forbid- 
ding ſacrilegious Hands to pluck that conſecrated 
Fruit. | 
And knowing that Society is the higheſt En- 
joyment and Felicity of Human Kind, and that 
of all Societies the Female is the beſt and ſweeteſt 
from all created things; from Man the Lord of all, 
he extracted the brighteſt Grace and Beauty; and 
of them form'd the Crown and Ornament of all 
his Work, a Woman; gave them Commands and 
Rules to govern themſelves by; but few, and 
_ and caſy, O happy Pair, product of Almigh- 
ty Love! 
Eve tempted by the Serpent; and Adam by her, Ch. J. 
break the Commands of their Creator, by break- | 
ing in upon the Tree which God had hedg'd in, 
and eating of its Fruit; forfeiting thereby their 
Character and Title to tlie good things of this 
World, and the other. They could expect no 
leſs than preſently to be turn'd to Duſt, from 
| Ba when 
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Geneſis. whence they ſo lately came: But God in Judg- 


ment remembers Mercy, and ſpares their Lives; 
and altho' he condemn'd them to ſome Pains, as 
due Puniſhments for their Diſobedience ; ſuch as 
ſubjecting Eve, who was firft in the Tranſgreſſion 
to her Husband, and to the Pains of Child-bear- 
ing; yet for her Comfort, and of all her Deſcen- 
dants, promiſes at the ſame time the Meſſias ſhould 
come of her, whereby Mankind might be capa- 


citated to recover that eternal Happineſs forfeited 


by her and her Husband's tranſgreſſion. 


In the mean time they are liable to the Neceſſities 
and Miſeries of this Life, as conſequences of their 
Sin; ſuch as Nakedneſs and Cold, Hunger and 
Thirſt, Fc. and muſt work for their Living. 
God knew their Neceſſities, and their Inability as 
yet to provide for themſelves, and therefore 
cloaths them with his own Manufactory to cover 


their Nakedneſs, and fence them againſt the Cold; 


and altho* they were driven out of Paradiſe, and the 
Earth was curs'd for their ſake, yet {till it ſhould 
afford them Herbs and Bread, being render'd fruit- 


ful by their Labour and the Sweat of their Brows, 


mixꝰ' d with the dew of Heaven. Fhey were be- 


come mortal, and not yet to eat of the Tree of 


Life, which was reſer vd till turn'd into a Croſs; 


and then they and their Poſterity, by eating the 
Fruit which ſhould hang thereon,, and drinking 
the Juice which ſhould flow from thence, were to 


recover that everlaſting Happineſs they had now 


forfeited. | ; 

God is ſo gracious to Eve as to give her two 
Sons; firſt Cain, and the acknowledges to have 
gotten him from the Lord, and then Mel. But 
the Devil, who had begun in tempting her, moves 
Ca in to kill his Brother; for which, he juſtly 
fears whoſoever ſhould find him, ſhould revenge 


on him his Brother's Death; (for he that ſheds 


Man's 


(5) 


Marys Blood, by Man ſhall Hig Blood be ſhed ;) but ce, 


God is ſo gracious to him, as to Z ms him a Pro- 


tection ; and faid, whoſoever ſh wy Cain, ven- 
geance ſhall be taken on him ſeven old, and ſet 
a Mark on him, leſt any finding him, ſhould kill 
him: 'The Heir apparent to the Monarchy of the 
World, as may ſeem, being liable to no Judgment 
of Men, but reſerv'd to that of God alone. God 
is gracioull 1＋ * to comfort Eve for the Loſs of 
her Son bel, by giving her Seth in his place. 


It is ſaid of Ende the Son of Jared, that he walk'd Ch. 5. 


with God, and he was not, for God took him; 
it not being ſaid he died, as of the reſt, it is be- 


liev'd he was tranſlated Joh Paradiſe, which his Fa- 
ther Adam had loſt. 


Mankind now multiplied apace, and wickedneſs Ch. 6. 


in proportion. The ill Example Cain had given, 
preyail'd ſo, that Violence and Blood Do the 
oy of the Earth, and could not be waſh'd off, 
t by an univerſal Deluge. God's Spirit had 
5 Grove with Man in vain; ſo that it repented 
hm that he had made him; and he determines to 
deſtroy him, and all living Creatures with him. 
But Noah and his F Sally found Grace in the 
Eyes of the Lord; for whoſe Preſervation God 


inftruQs him to make an Ark, or Ship, and gives 


him the Model of it; and allows him, for his Nou- 
riſhment, and for the reſtoring of the ſeveral Spe- 
cies of the Creatures, to take with him.a certain 


number; and when the fatal day was came, ſhuts 


him and them up in the Ark, which was born on 
the Waters one hundred and fifty Days. 


After which time, God remembring Noah, and Ch. 8. 


every living thing, and all the Cattel chat was 
with him in the Ark (for his Mercy is over all his 
Works) caus'd the Deluge to abate by degrees; 
and after ſome time a Dove which he had ſent 


forth, return'd with an Olive-branch in her Beak, 


B 3 | the 


(6) 


call the token of Peace, the Earth being thorawly 


dried, and Noah finding now a place to ſet his foot 


on, comes out of the Ark with all his Company. 


The firſt Act Noah does, is to make a publick 
Acknowledgment to God for this wonderful Deli- 
verance of him and his Family from the Waters of 
the Flood, which had ſwept away all Mankind, 
and all the living Creatures, except thoſe that 
were with him in the Ark; he built an Altar to 
the Lord, and took of every clean Beaſt, and ot 


cvery clean Fowl, and offer'd a burnt Offering on 


the Altar, which the Lord accepted. 


And the Lord determin'd not to deſtroy any 


more every living thing, as he had done, and gave 
an Aſſurance to Noah and his Family to confirm 
their Belief of it, that they might not live in 
continual Fear, by eſtabliſhing the Rainbow, as a 
token of this Covenant he — with all Mankind; 
to whom at the ſame time, he renews the Char- 
ter formerly granted to Adam of the univerſal Do- 
minion over all Creatures; promiſing that the Fear 
and Dread of Man ſhould be on all Creatures in the 
Earth, Air, and Sea; into your Hand, ſays God, 


they are deliver'd; and moreover adds, eyery mo- 


ving thing that lives ſhall be Meat for you; even 
as the green Herb have 1 given you all things: 


Whereas to Adam it does not appear any thing was 


given for Meat beſides Herbs and Fruit. Blood 
only is excepted; they may not eat the Blood with 
the Fleſn, nor might any ſhed Man's Blood; Which 
God fays, he will require, not only at the Hand of 
Every Man that ſhould ſhed Man's Blood, bur even 


from the very Beaſt. The Laweſtabliſh'd is, who- . 


ſo ſheds Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be 


| thed; for in the Image of God made he Man. 
As God had ſelected Noah and his Family of the 


Race of all Mankind, to preſerve him and them 
from the general Deluge; fo of his Race (when 
a 4 o 5.4 = hs. "It Wicked- 


(7) 
Wickedneſs had again ſpread it ſelf, like another Geneſs- 
Deluge, over the Face of the Earth, to preſerve 
Innocency, Juſtice, 'Virrue and Religion in the 
World) he calls forth Abraham, conducts and 
leads him, as it were by the Hand, to the Land of 
Promiſe; telling him, he would make a great Na- 
tion of him, would bleſs him, make him great; 
that he ſhould be a Bleſſing, that he would bleſs 
them that bleſs him, curſe them that curſe him, 
and that in him (his Seed, Chriſt) ſhould all the 
Families of the Earth be bleſſed. The Progreſs 
and Adventures of his whole Life are Confirmati- 
ons and Proofs of the Bleſſing promis'd. God ſuf- 
fer'd no Man to hurt him wherever he came, and 
reprov'd even Kings for his ſake; ſaying, touch 
not mine Anointed, and do my Prophet no harm. 
There being a Famine in the Countrey where 
he ſojourn'd,  4braham goes to fruitful Zgypr to 
find Bread, but had like to have loſt his Wife 
there, by a Precaution he took to ſave his own 
Life. Sarah his Wife was a beautiful Woman, 
and he fear'd Pharaab the King of 3 5 might 
like her; and if he knew ſhe was his Wife, might 
Kill him, and take her to himſelf; and cherefore 
prevail'd upon her to ſay, ſhe was his Siſter (as 
indeed ſhe was the Daughter of his Father, but 
not of his Mother.) Sarab's Beauty is admir'd in 
Egypt, and ſhe is taken into Pharaoh's Houle, 'as 
Abraham ſuſpected the would be, but God does 
not ſuffer Pharaoh to touch her; and for Ara- 
ham's ſake, ſends ſore Plagues on Pharaoh and his 
Houſe and who underſtanding the cauſe of them to 
be his having taken Abrabam's Wife from him, 
reſtor'd her to him; and having beſtow'd great 
8 ſent him, and his Wife, and all that 
e had, away in Peace. | 
So Abraham return'd to the promis'd Land, Ch.13- 
where God renews the Promiſe of it to him, and 
ET B 4 dis 
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1 
Geneſis. his Seed, which he told him ſhould be innumera- 
ble as the Duſt of the Earth. Abraham had brought 
along with him, when he came out of Chaldea, 
Lot his Brother's Son, an Orphan, who being now 
grown rich, and abounding in Cattel, had parted 
from Abraham, and went to dwell at Sodom D 
Ch. 14. which being attack'd and taken by four Neigh- 
bouring Princes, is ſack d, and all the Inhabi- 
rants, and Lot amongſt the reſt , taken captive, 
with all that he had. F 
Abrabam hearing of the Misfortune of his Ne- 


ls on the Conquerors, routs them, and recovers 

all they had taken, which he reſtores to the true 
Owners; giving Tythes of the Spoil to Melchi- 
ſedes, the Prieſt of the moſt high God, wha 
bleſs d him, and God who had given him ſo ſig- 
nal a Victor. | ah Of 15 
Ch. 185. After the Slaughter of theſe four Kings, and 
their Army, Avraham had reaſon to apprehend 
leſt their Succeſſors and People would, animated 
by the deſire of Revenge, come with new Forces 
to deſtroy him, and his ſmall Family: God there- 
fore appear d to him, to comfort and ſtrengthen 
him, and gave him freſh Aſſurance of the continu- 
ance of his Favour and Protection; ſaying to him, 
fear not, Abraham, I am thy Shield, and exceed- 
ing great Reward: Thy Shield to defend thee a- 
ganit thy Enemies, and thy Reward, for thy Pie- 
ty in defending thy Relation, for thy Religion 
nin giving the due to the Church, for thy Genero : 
ſity in reſtoring to the Unfortunate their loſt Goods, 
and relieving the Diſtreſſed, and not covetouſſy 
'enriching thy ſelf with the Spoils of others, 
and for thy Dependence on me alone; and here 
aſſures him of having an Heir to inherit his Vir- 
tues and Eſtate; and again ſhews him the Land 
which he would give him; ſaying, look now 19. 

| 8 4 ; _ wards F 


phew, arms his Houſhold, and with higConfederates 


(9) 


wards Heaven, and tell the Stars, if thou be able Grief: 


to number —— ſo ſhall thy Seed be. 

The Text ſays, he (Abraham) believ'd in the 
Lord, and he commend it to him for Righteouſ- 
neſs; which was entitling him to the Performance 
of the Promiſe; by which we ſee the N 1. of 
Faith, for obtaining the Promiſes. 

-God then puts him in mind, - that he bro 
him out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give him 
Land to inherit i it, and ſhews him what ſhould bes 
fall his Children; iz. that they ſhould be Ser- 
vants in a ſtrange Land for 400 Vears; but that 
they ſhould then return, and he would ju 
their Oppreſſors. He cou'd not yet beſtow 
Land of Canaan upon them; for that the Sins of 
the Amorites, the preſent Poſſeſſors of it, were 
not yet full: His Promiſe muſt attend his Mercy, 
which is over all his Works; there was et Mercy 
for 400 Years for the Amorites. for a yet 
greater Confirmation of his Promiſe, God again 
renews his Covenant with Abraham, and ſets out 
the Bounds of the Promiſed Land, iz. from the 
River of Egypt, to the great River Euphrates. © 

It is moſt probable Abraham had acquainted 
Sarai his Wife with all this, and ſhe thinking her 
ſelf too old to bear Children (as you will ſee after- 
wards ſhe did) but willing to have ſome reputed 
ones to inherit the promis d Poſſeſſion, gives her 


Maid Hagar to her Husband for a Concubine. Ch. 1 


Hagar is with Child by Abraham, and then flights 
her Miſtreſs; Sarai is thus puniſh'd for her Un- 
belief, and Abram too, by the Diſquiet he had 
from berg tho' like an haneſt Man, and a good 
Husband, he complies with his Wife in reaſon+ 
able things; baniſhing firſt Hagar, and after that 
her Son. For it ſeems as if he (Abram) too thought 
this Son was the Seed promis d; as may appear 
by whot he ſad to ___ * told ould 
0 


( 10) 

Sun ſhould have an Heir by Sara; for Hiram laugh'd, 

and ſaid, Oh! that Jes! might Live before thee; 
Ch. I7. ver. 18. 

Hagar big with Child, yes from the Perſecu- 
tion of her Miſtreſs Sara; bur God, who is no 
an Angel of Perſons, ſaw her Affliction, and ſent 

to comfort her; who finding her ſitti 
nſolate by a Fountain in the Wilderneſs, la- 
— her Calamities, and increaſing the Wa- 
ters with her Tears, ſends her back to her Mi- 
bids her ſubmit to her, and promiſes the 
Child ſhe went with ſhould become a great Na- 
2 God we fee does not deſpiſe the low Eſtate 
this poor Handmaid; her time of being ſent 
away was not yet come; "ſhe was with Child, was 
not fit to travel, and could not find Conveniencics 
of being deliver'd in the Wilderneſs, nor of Ne- 
ceſſaries to breed up the Child. She believ'd what 
the Angel told her, truſted in God, and call'd the 
Name of the Lord, that ſpak to her, thou God 
ſeeſt me; for ſhe alſo ſaid, have I alſo look'd after 
him that ſecth me? Tho? ſhe had not look'd af- 
ter God, God look'd after her. She obeys the 
Angel, goes back and is brought to Bed of //mael. 
Ch.17. 1 was now 86 THE 13 Years roo 
to him again, having as it may 
ed ns to try Ks Faith "Br as yet 1 = 
no r of the promis'd Seed: He was 
grown ſo much older, and ſo was his Wife, 
and the matter was become ſo much more un- 
likely ; God puts him in mind of his Power, fay- 
ing, I am the Almighty God, walk before me, 
and be thou perfect; and 1 will make my Cove- 
mant between me and thee, and will multiply thee 
exceedingly. The Text ſays, God walked with 
Abraham; (ſee the Almighty r 
will walk with them, that walk with him, as 


Abram did. God proceeds and ſays, as for me, 
. bpiehold 


(ir) 


behold my Covenant is with thee, and thou ſhalt Geneſie 


be a Father of many Nations; neither ſhall thy 
Name be call'd any more Abram, but Abraham ; 
(the Increaſe of his Name, betokens the Increaſe 
of his Family and Greatneſs,) for a Father of ma- 
ny Nations I have made thee, and I will make 
thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make Nations 
of thee (Jews, Iſinaelites, &c.) and Kings ſhall come 
out of thee, and I will eſtabliſh my Covenant be- 
tween me and thee, and thy Seed after thee, in 
their Generations, for an everlaſting Covenant, 
to be a God unto thee, and to thy Seed after theez 
and I will give unto thee, and to thy Seed after 
thee, the Land wherein thou art a Stranger, all 
the Land of Canaan for an everlaſting Poſſeſſion, 
and J will be their God; he added, as the Coun- 
terpart of the Covenant, thou ſhalt keep my Co- 
yenant, and then inſtitutes Circumciſion a Mark of 
Now 'as Abraham had receiv'd an Addition of 
Honour, and token of the promis'd Increaſe of his 
Family, by having his Name lengthen'd, ſo muſt 
Sarai alſo, the is Partner in all befalls him: God 
orders her to be hereafter call'd Sarab; and here 
the former Promiſe is explain'd, concerning the 
right Seed; and I will bleſs thee, ſays God, and 
ive thee a Son alſo of her (Sarab). Yea I will 
bleſs her, and ſhe ſhall be a Mother alſo of Nari- 
ons; then Abraham laugh'd, and ſaid, ſhall a 
Child be born to him that is a hundred Years old? 
And ſhall Sarah that is 90 Years old, bear? And 
Abraham ſaid unto God, Oh that 7/nael might 
live before thee z which ſeems to ſhew he doubted 
of the promis'd 'Seed by Sarah. But the moſt 
merciful God, inſtcad of reſenting his Laughing as 
an effect of his Unbelief, or retracting his gracious 
Promiſe, adds, Sarah thy Wife ſhall bear thee a 
Son indeed, and thou ſhalt call his Name ac, 


* 
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Genefs. (which imports Laughter, becauſe he had laug 'd,) 


and I will eſtabliſh my Covenant with him for an 
everlaſting Covenant, and with his Seed after 
him: And becauſe Abrabam interceded for 45 
mael, God enlarges his Mercy, ſaying, and as for 
1/mael, I have heard thee; behold I have bleſs'd 
him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply 
him exceedingly 3 twelve Princes ſhall. he beget, 
and I will make him a great Nation; but my 
venant I will eſtabliſh with aac, whom Sarah 
nul bear unto thee at this ſet time in the next 
. - Abraham performs his Part of the Covenant, 
now at leaſt believing God would do His like- 
wiſe; being 99 Years old, he, and all the Males 
of his Houle are circumciſed. After this, God 
appears again to Abraham in the Plains of Mamre, 
and vonchſafes to eat of his providing, and then 
renews the Promiſe of a Son by Sarah; which ſhe 
_ over-hearing, laugh'd as Abraham had done before, 
finding her ſelf old, and in appearance paſt Child- 
bearing. The Angel reproves her, but very 
gently; ſaying, wherefore did Sarah laugh? Is 
any thing too hard for the Lord? God had told 
Abraham before that he was Almighty; God re- 
news the Promiſe, at the time appointed will I, 
ſays he, return unto thee according to the time 
of Life, and Sarah ſhall have a Son. Sarah is 
afraid, and by a Lye (a double Fault) ſeeks to hide 
the former, | ſaying, I laugh'd not, for ſhe was 
afraid. And he 14 nay, but thou didſt laugh. 
Ohl the immenſe Goodnels, Forbearance, and Mer- 
cy of God ! Laugh'd at for his gracious Promiſe to 
his Face; his Power queſtion'd, told a Lye and con- 
tradifted. Sarab being behind the Door, thought 
- becauſe ſhe did not ſee him, he did not ſee her. 
What might be now expected, but ſome extraor- 
dinary Judgment on Sarah, and Abraham, and 4 
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all that he had? The Almighty was ſcoff d at, Sa- ce 


rah laugh'd, and Sarah 1 4. not unto Men, but 
unto God. What Hon, 5 Anſwer at leaſt, 
might have been expected? But God is in the {tilt 
Voice, he anſwers nothing but, Why did Sarab 
laugh? and when ſhe deny'd it; ſays only, 
but thou didſt laugh. She was afraid, ſays —— 
Text; Fear occaſion'd her Fault, and ſhe was ex- 
cuſed, in that ſhe fear d. God had Compaſhon on 
her Infirmity, he knew whereof ſhe was made, he 
knew there was no Malice in it; as there was af- 
terwards, in the caſe of Ananias and Sapphira. 
God was now come down from Heaven; he had 
hear'd the Cry of the Sins of Sodom, but ſeem'd un- 


willing to believe all that he heard; to the end that 


he might give an Example of Juſtice, ſeem'd de- 
firous to inform himſelf more particularly of the 
Truth thereof; he would, as it were, hear with 
his own wy and ſee with his own Eyes (human- 
ly ſpeaking.) He makes Abraham his Confident 
ſaying | ſhall I hide from Abraham that thing which 
I by ; ſeeing that Abraham ſhall ſurely become a 
great and mighty Nation, and all the Nations of 
the Earth ſhall be bleſs'd in him? (by the Meſſiah 
that ſhould come of him,) for I 8 him that 
he will command his Children, and his Houſhold 


after him, and they ſhall keep the Way of the 


Lord, to do Juſtice and Judgment; that the Lord 
may bring upon Abraham, that which he hath 
ſpoken of him. And the Lord faid, becauſe the 

ry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and becauſe 
their Sin is very grievous 5 I will go down now, 


and ſee whether they have done altogether accord- 


ing to the Cry of it, which is come unto me; 

if not, I will know. We ſee in Judgment God 
remembers Mercy; he would not — Report, 
he would not ſui den condemn, he will ſee, he 
will examine, he will try, he will know. 5 he 
one | ins 
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Sins of the Amorites were not yet full enough to 
make way for their utter Deſtruction, and conſe- 
quently for Abraham's coming into poſſeſſion of 
the promis'd Land; but the Sins of Sodom and 
Gomorrah were ripe, if found true, for their De- 
ſtruction. Abraham that had fo lately experiment- 
ed the Mercy of God to himſelf, and his Wife, 
knows it to be infinite; and in imitation of that 
Goodneſs, he contrary to his worldly Intereſt, 
pleads for the Preſervation of his Neighbours, 
to whom he was Heir; that pleaſant part of the 
Countrey, (which the Text fays, was like the 
Garden of the Lord; and which Lot had choſen 
for its Beauty and Fertility to retire to) being part 
of the ,promis'd Land. And Abraham drew near 
unto God, and ſaid, wilt thou alſo deſtroy the 
Righteous with the Wicked ? Peradyenture there 
be fifty Righteous within the City, wilt thou alſo 
deftroy and not ſpare the Place for the fifty Righ- 
teous that are therein? That be far from thee to 
do after this manner, to ſlay the Righteous with 
the Wicked; and that the Righteous ſhould be 
as the Wicked, that be far from thee ; ſhall not 
the Judge of all the Earth do right? And the Lord 
faid, if I find in Sodom fifty Righteous within the 
City, then I will ſpare all the Place for their 
fakes. Abraham encourag'd by this gracious An- 
ſwer of the moſt merciful God, goes on; Behold 
now I have taken upon me to ſpeak unto the Lord, 
 fays he, who am but Duſt and Aſhes; peradventure 
there ſhall lack five of the fifty, wilt thou 2 
all the City for lack of five? And God ſaid, if 1 
find there forty five, I will not deftroy it. A ra- 
ham adds, peradventure there ſhall be forty found 
there? And God ſaid, I will not do it for forty's 
ſake. And Abraham deſcending from forty, to 


c 


ten, ſtill excuſing his Boldneſs, God promis'd he 
would not do it for the ſake of _ 
uus ncou- 


4 
= 
| * 


(15) 


Encouragement is this for Men to be juſt and Geneſis: 


righteous not only for their own ſales, but that 
of their Countrey ! Ten good Men had preſery'd 
five Cities; for each two good Repreſentatives 
had been Savers of their Countrey. 


o 


The Angels ſent by God to Sodom, to fee and Ch. 19: 


examine firft, and then to execute his Sentence on 
that and the neighbouring Cities; find the Cry 
of the Sin of thoſe Places fully verified; they are 
forc'd to pull Lot out of their luſtful Hands, ſtriking 
them literally with Blindneſs, that were figuratively 
already blinded with their inordinate Defires, and 
would have offer'd ſhameful Violence to his Per- 
ſon, preſerving both him and his Daughters whom 
he had offer'd: to their Pleaſure; which ſinful Of- 
fer of his,, might perhaps be the Cauſe that he 
was permitted afterwards in his Drink to commit 
= with both of them, tho' ignorantly as to- 
im. 
The Angels having thus prefery'd Lat and his 
Daughters from the wicked Attempts-of the Sodo- 
mites 3: God by them, extends farther Mercy to- 
him, and his Family, by offering to fave them, 
and his other Relations, trom the Puniſhment due 
to the Sin of thoſe People. They ſay unto Lot, 
haft thou here any beſides Sons-in-Law, and thy 
Sons and Daughters? W hatſoever thou haft inthe 
City, bring them out of this Place, for we will 
deſtroy this Place, and the Lord has ſent us to 
deſtroy it; but his Sons-in-Law would not heark- 
en to the kind Advice. And when the Morning. 
aroſe, the Angels haſten d Lat, ſaying, ariſe, take 
thy Wife and two Daughters, which are here, 
leſt thou be conſumed in the Tranſgreſſion of the 
City. And while he linger'd, they laid hold on 
his Hand, and upon the Hand of his Wife, and of 
his two Daughters, the Lord being merciful unto- 
him, and they brought him forth, and: ſer ee 
Abi without 
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Gin. Without the City; and bid him eſcape for his Life 


to the Modntain. Here are Lot, his Wife and 


two Daughters, pluck'd as Brands out of the Fire, 


as the Text ſays, the Lord being merciful to him; 
by which Lot being encourag'd, and knowing 
's Mercy to be infinite, he preſumes to inter- 
cede for ſaving Zoar, ore of the five condemned 
Cities; (a bolder Requeſt than Abraham had made) 
for being order'd to flee to the Mountain, he 
fays, Oh! not ſo my Lord, behold now thy Ser- 


vant hath found Grace in thy Sight, and thou haſt 


magnified thy Mercy which thou haſt ſhew'd un- 
to me in ſaving my Life, and I cannot eſcape to 
the Mountain, lefl {ome Evil take me and I die: 
Now this City is near to flee unto; it is a little 
one, let me eſcape thither; (is it not a little one?) 
and my Soul ſhall live. And he ſaid, ſee I have 
accepted thee concerning this thing alfo, that I will 


not overthrow this City for the which thou haſt 


fpoken. Haſte thee, eſcape thither; for I can't do 
any thing till thou be come thither. Mercy with- 


holds the Hand of Vengeance, which cannot ſtrike 


Ch.20. 


till that take place. d remember'd Abraham, 
and fent Lot out of the midſt of the Overthrow ; 
when he overthrew the Cities in which Lot 
dwelt. a * ir 
Notwithſtanding that Abraham had formerly 
in Egypt hazarded the loſing of his Wife; or the 
ſacrificing her Honour, by — ſhe was his Si- 


ſter, God had wrought Miracles for her Pre- 


ſervation from Defilement, he commits che ſame 
Error again, when he travels to Gerar; where 
Abimelech the King of the Countrey falls in Love 


with Sarah, and takes her Home to him. But 


God, who keeps the Feet of his Saints, appears 


to Abimelech in a Dream, (not Face to Face as to 


Abraham, who is ſtyl'd the Friend of God) and 


tells him, he is but a dead Man, for the Woman 
2 h | which 
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which thou haſt taken, ſays he; for ſhe is a Man's Geneſis; 


Wife. The Text ſays, Abimelech had not come 
near her, He pleads for himſelf, ſaying, Lord, wilt 


thou flay a Righteous Nation? Said he not unto - 


me, She is my Siſter? and ſhe, even ſhe her ſelf 
ſaid, He is my Brother; in the Integrity of my 
Heart, and Innocency of my Hands have I done 
this. And God ſaid to him, Yea, I know thou 
didſt this in the Integrity of thy Heart, for I alſo 
with-held thee from ſinning againſt me; therefore 
ſuffer'd I not thee to touch her. Now therefore 
reſtore the Man his Wite, for he 1s a Prophet, 


and he ſhall pray for thee, and thou ſhalt live; 


and if thou reſtore her not, know thou, that thou 
ſhalt ſurely die, thou, and all that are thine. A4. 
bimelech reſtores her, 'and great Preſents with her, 
to her Husband. Thus God preſerv'd Sarab the 


ſecond time; and Abrabam pray d unto God, and 


God heal'd Abimelech, and his Wife, and his Maid 
Servants, and they bare Children; for the Lord 
had clos'd up all the Wombs of the Houſe of A4. 
bimelech, becauſe of Sarab Abraham's Wife. 


Abraham is now 100 Years old, and receives Ch. 21. 


the Effects of God's Promiſe of a Son by Sarah, 
who endeavours to thruſt out 7/mael (Abraham's 
Son by her Servant Hagar) which ſeeming grie- 


vous to Abraham, God commands him to hearken 


to the Voice of his Wife; and he obeys. The 
Child and his Mother are turn'd into the Wilder- 
neſs, very flenderly provided for; the Water ſhe 
carried is ſpent, and unwilling to ſee him die, ſhe 
lays him amongſt the Buſhes, and fits down and 
cries ; the Child cries alſo, and God heard its Cry, 
and ſaid to Hagar, Ariſe, take up the Lad, and hold 
him in thy Hand, for will make him a great Na- 
tion. God open'd the Eyes of her Underſtanding 
firſt, to ſhew her what ſhould befall her Son, 


and then the Eyes of her Body, to ſhew her a 
8 Well 
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Geneſis. Well of Water, by which they are both refreſh'd 


Ci 2x. 


and the Text fays, God was with the Child, fo 
that he could lack nothing. 3 
God had now perform'd his Promiſe to Abra- 
ham, of giving him a Son by Sarah; having alſo 
promis'd to make of him a great Nation, c. God 
will now try his Faith and Obedience, by com- 
mandirfy him to offer up his Son, his only Son 
Jſaac, that Son of Promiſe z and when God ſaw 
his entire Faith-and Obedience, and his Hand lifted 
up to ſlay his Son, He call'd to him out of Hea- 
ven; ſaying, Lay not thy Hand upon the Lad, nei- 


ther do thou any thing unto him, for now I know 


thou feareſt God; ſeeing thou haſt not with-held 
thy Son, thy only Son from me. His Obedience 
was accepted as a ſufficient Sacrifice; God will 
have Mercy, not human Sacrifice z and accepts of 
a Ram inſtead of the Child. God knew what he 
had to do, and intended yeta more noble Sacrifice 
in //aac's Iſſue; and as Abraham had not ſpar'd 
his Son Jaac, his only Son, to ſhew his Obedi- 


ence to God's Command; fo God intended not 


to ſpare his Son, his only Son; to ſhew his Love 
and Mercy to Abraham and his Seed, in whom all 
the Nations of the Earth were to be bleſs'd. He 
accepted here, in the place of /aac, a Ram; but 
that not being ſufficient to redeem J/aac and his 
Seed, he offer'd up the Blood of the Lamb of 
God, flain from the Beginning of the World. 
And the Angel of God call'd unto Abrabam the 
ſecond time, and ſaid, By my ſelf have I ſworn, 
fays the Lord, for becauſe thou haſt done This 


Thing, and haſt not with-held thy Son, thy only 


Son; that in bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and in 
multiplying, I will multiply thy Seed as the Stars 
of the Heaven, and as the Sand which is upon the 
Seca Shore; and thy Seed ſhall poſſeſs the Gate of 
his Enemies; and in thy Seed ſhall all the Nati- 
ons of the Earth be bleſs d, becauſe thou haſt 
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obey'd my Voice. Obedience is better than Sa- G 

— and hearkning, not only than the Fat of 
Lambs, but alſo of H/aac. | | 


Abraham being old; and his Son 1/aac grown Ch: 24; 


up, he thinks of providing a Wife for him; and 
makes his Steward ſwear, not to take a Wife for 
his Son of the Daughters of that Land where he 
dwelt, but of his own Family and Kindred: and 
when the Servant makes a Doubt whether the Wo- 
man would come with him; He ſays to him (ſo 
confident he was God would not leave him nor 
forſake him) God will ſerid his Angel before thee; 
and thou ſhalt take a Wife for my Son. From 
thence, on this Aſſurance the Servant proceeds; 
and being come near the City where his Maſter 
Abraham's Relations dwelt, he makes his Camels . 
kneel down bya Well of Water, at the time the 
Virgins,according to the Cuſtom of the Countrey, 
us'd to come out to draw Water; and makes his 
Prayer to the God of his Maſter, ſaying, O Lord 
God of my Maſter Abraham, I pray thee ſend me 
good Speed this day, and ſhew Kindneſs to my 
Maſter Abraham. Behold, I ſtand here by the Well 
of Water, and the Daughters of the Men of the 
City come out to draw Water; and let it come 
to paſs that the Damſel to whom I ſhall fay, Let 
down thy Pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink, 
and ſhe thall ſay, Drink, and I will give thy Ca- 
mels Drink alſo; let the fame be ſhe thou haſt ap- 
2 for thy Servant Vaac; and thereby ſhall I 
now thou halt ſhew'd Kindneſs to my Maſter. 
The Matter falls out accordingly 3 for Rebecca 
comes, ſent by God, and does according as he had 
pray'd. (God does not deſpiſe the low Eſtate of 
this Servant, but for his Satisfaction grants him 
his Requeſt.) On enquiry, finding who ſhe was, 
and having made her Preſents, according to the 
Cuſtom; He. is invited to her Houſe z and the Text 
ſays, The Man bow'd * his Head, and worſhip'd 
- * | the 


Geneſss the Lord, and ſaid, (God had faid before, Ch. 18. 


{ 20 , 
v. 10. he knew Abraham would teach his Family 
to fear him.) Bleſſed be the Lord God of my Ma- 
{ter Abrabam, who hath not left deſtitute my Ma- 
ſter of his Mercy, and of his Truth: I being in 
the Way, the Lord led me to the Houſe of my 
Maſter's Brethren. And he having given them a 
true Relation of the whole Paſſage, they anſwer, 
The matter proceeds of the Lord, behold, Rebecca 
is before thee, take her and go, and let her be thy 
Maſter's Son's Wite, as the Lord hath ſpoken: 
And the Servant hearing this, worſhip'd the Lord, 

bowing himſelf to the Earth. Tho” it be ſome- 
thing foreign to the ſcope of this Paper, which 


is to magnifie the Mercies of God, yet I cannot 


C20; 


well omit making a ſmall Digreſſion, in order to 
obſerve the Simplicity and Innocence of that Age 
and Countrey the Modeſty and Plainneſs of their 
Breeding, which you may welWperceive by the 
young Virgins of Quality drawing Water, keep- 
ing of Sheep, &c. Rebecca veils her ſelf, when 
ſhe perceives {/aac approaching her. It was in 
thoſe times, when God was pleas'd to manifeſt 
himſelf more publickly, and converſe with Men 
as he often did, before Mankind, by va we hiv 
their Simplicity, and affecting cunning Vanity 
and Impurity, baniſh'd him from the Earth; and 
this you find yerified inthe next Chapter. 

Rebecca liv'd nineteen Years with //aac without 
having Children: He entreats 'the Lord, and the 
Lord heard him, and ſhe bare two Sons; Eſau 
the firſt Born, a cunning Hunter, a Man of the 


Field, a Man of Sport; the younger Jacob, a 


plain Man dwelling in Tents : The former a Hunt- 
er violent as Nimrod, who dealt with wild Beaſts, 
and he no leſs wild, and no leſs a Beaſt himſelf ; 
Jacob a plain Man, according to the Simplicity 
above mention'd, dealt in tame Cattel. Here the 
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Bleſſing reſts, and Jacob is choſen to convey it Geneſis. 


down 'to his Race; and by them, to all Man- 
kind. | 


Abraham dies, but is not forgotten by God, Ch. 26. 


nor what He had promis'd him; neither did His 
tender Mercies die with him. He appears to //azc 
orders him not to go down to Egypt; The time 
was not yet come; (that Countrey was to be fatal 
to his Seed:) He bids him ſtay in the Land where 
he was, and renews the Promiſe made to his Fa- 
ther; ſaying, Sojourn in this Land, and I will be 
with thee, and will bleſs thee; for unto thee and 
unto thy Seed Iwill give all theſe Countries: And 
I will perform the Oath which I ſware unto Abra- 
ham thy Father, and will make chy Seed to mul- 
tiply as the Stars of Heaven, and will give unto 
thy Sced all theſe Countreys, and in thy Seed (the 
Meſſiah) ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be 
bleſs'd, becauſe that Abraham obey'd my Voice, 
and kept my Charge, my Commandments, my 
Statutes, and my Laws. That was the Coun- 
terpart of the Covenant, and the keeping it, en- 
titles him to the Promiles on God's Part, which 
He would, and did moſt particularly perform. * 
Tfaac commits the ſame Error his Father had 
twice done before him, hazarding the Chaſtity of 
his Wife, by telling Abimelech the King of Gerar, 
She was his Siſter ; but God preſerves both her 
and him from Violence. He ſows in that Land, 
and receives art hundred fold; for God bleſs' him, 
ſo that he wax'd Great, went forward, and grew 
very powerful. | 
The Lord appear'd to him in the Valley of Ge- 
rar, and ſaid to him, I am the God of Abraham 
thy Father, fear not, for I am with thee, and 
will bleſs thee, and multiply thy Seed, for my Ser- 
vant Abraham's fake. For the Philiftines envied 
him, and Abimelech had baniſh'd him, becauſe-he 
9 Was 
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Geneftz. was too mighty for him; and the People of Gerar 

had diſputed with him, and taken away the Wells 
he had dug; but God, who makes the Enemies of 

a Man that fears him, to be in Peace with him, 

moves Abimelech the King of Gerar, through Fear 
of Haac's growing Greatneſs, to deſire a Treaty of 

Peace with him; for he remember'd how ill he 

had us'd him. Abimelech accompanied with two 

Captains of his Guard, and a principal Counſellor, 

comes to viſit Jaac; who Rid to them, where- 

fore come ye to me, ſeeing you hate me, and have 

ſent me away from you? And they ſaid we faw 

certainly that the Lord was with thee; and we 

faid, Let there be now an Oath between us, and 

let us make a Covenant with thee, Sc. Thou art 
now the bleſſed of the Lord. Vou ſee plainly the 

Reaſon of their coming, and Deſire of a Treaty, 

was that God was with him, and ſhew'd manifeſt 

© Marks of Favour to him. Jſaac treats them ci- 

vill feaſts them, makes a League with them, 

ſends them away in Peace. 

ch. 7. Jſaac being now blind with Age, his Wife Re- 

Becca ſerves for an Inſtrument to convey the Bleſ- 

ſing on Jacob, and afterwards to preſerve his Life, 

which was threatned to be taken away by E/au 

his Brother. She adviſes the ſending him to her 

Ch. 28. Relations, in order to marry a Wife there: ſo he 

Is ſent away accordingly, fortified with a new 

Blefling from his Father; who tho? blind (as afore- 

faid) now ſaw the Hand of Godin it: who appears 

to Jacob on his Journey, and confirms to him the 

Blefling given him by his Father, and the Promi- 

ſes made to Abraham his Grandfather z ſaying, I 

am the Lord God of Abraham thy. Father, and 

the God of Jaac; the Land whereon thou lieſt, 

5 to thee will I give it, and to thy Seed; and thy 

Seed ſhall be as the Duſt of the Earth; and thou 
ſhalt ſpread abroad to the Weſt, to the Eaſt, and 
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to the North, and to the South; and in thee, and Geneſis 
in thy Seed (the Meſſiah) ſhall all the Families of 
the Farth be bleſſed : (the Promiſe of the Meſſiah 
is here repeated) and behold, I am with thee, and 

will kecp thee in all Places whither thou goeſt 

and will bring thee again into this Land for 1 

will not leave thee, until IJ have done that which 

I have ſpoken to thee of. | 

Laban had impos'd upon Jacob, by giving him Ch. 29. 
his Daughter Leah inſtead of Rachel, whom he 

lov'd : and Leah was conſequently hated. Which 

when the Lord ſaw, (whoſe Mercy is over all his 

Works) to comfort Leah, He gave her four Sons 

but Rachel was as yet barren. | 
Rachel ſeeing ſhe had no Children of her own, Ch. 30. 
gives her Maid to Jacob; and the Servant bearing, 

ſhe faid, God hath alſo judg'd me, and hath allo 

heard my Voice: -God did not yet hear her for 
her ſelf, but for her Maid. Tho' God does not 
always give us All we ask, he gives us ſome Part; 
and Gratitude for that, may bring the reſt; as it 
did to Rachel; for ſome time aſter this ſhe had 
two Sons. 

Now when Jacob, for the Love he bore Rachel, 
did not ſo frequently converſe with Leah, ſhe pur- 
chaſes a Night of her Siſter; and in that Night 
conceives, and bears Jacob a fifth Son; and the 
Text ſays, God hearken'd unto Leah; and in the 
next verſe ſhe ſays, God hath given me my Hire; 
and ſhe conceiv'd again, and faid, God hath en- 
dowed me with a good Dowry. Thus God ex- 
alted the low Eſtate of the hated Leah. But Ra- 
che! being now ſufficiently mortified, God re- 
member'd her alſo, and hearken'd to her, and 
open'd her Womb, and ſhe bare a Son; and faid, 
God hath taken away my Reproach; and faid far- 
ther, God ſhall add to me another Son. The Mer- 
cies of God ſeldom come alone. | 
C 4 Jacob 
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Geneſis, Jacob having now a great Family of his own, 


and a great Stock of Cattel, deſires Leave of Laban 
to return Home to his Countrey. Laban intreats 
him to ſtay, telling him that he had learnt by Ex- 
8 that God had bleſs'd him for Jacob's 
e. * 
Laban was well pleas'd that God had bleſs 
him for Jacob's Sake; but not that God bleſs'd Ja- 
cob alſo in ſo great a Meaſure as He had done, and 
began to envy him, and look ill on him; and La- 
bar's Sons imitate their Father, and begin to grumble 
and murmur at Jacob's Proſperity. God ſaw their 
ill Looks, and their worſe Intentions, and order'd 
Jacob now to return Home; aſſuring him He will 
be with him. Jacob ſends for his Wives, and ac- 
quaints them with the Change he found in their 
Father; but aſſures them he found none in the 
God of his Fathers; telling them, The God of 
my Father has been with me; and adds, Your Fa- 
ther has deceiy'd me, and chang'd my Wages ten 


Times: But the God of iy Fathers has not de- 


ceiv'd me, in not ſuffering him to hurt me. If 
he ſaid the ſpeckled Cattel ſhall be thy W 

than all the Cattel bare ſpeckled, c. Thus God 
has taken away the Cartel of your Father, and 
given them unto me. And 1t came to pals at the 
Time the Cartel conceiv'd, that lift up my Eyes 
and ſaw in a Dream, and behold, the Rams which 
leap'd upon the Cattel, were ring-ſtreak'd, ſpeck- 
led, and griſled. And the Angel of God ſpake to 


me in a Dream, lift up now thy Eyes and lee, all 


the Rams, which leap upon the Cattel, are ring- 


ſtreaked, ſpeckled, and grifled : for I have ſeen 


all that Laban does unto thee.. I am the God of 
Bethel, where thou anointedſt thy Pillar, (God for- 
gets not his Piety and Devotion, an Office of Re- 
membrane of all good Works is held before God.) 


and where thou vowedſt a Vow unto me. Now 
| ariſe 
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ariſe get thee out from this Land, and return into Gene. 


the Land of thy Kindred. * 
Jacob withdraws privately with his Family, and 
all that he had; not that he had rob'd Laban, *: 
but for fear of being rob'd or ſtop'd by him. La- 
ban purſues him, intending Miſchicf againſt him; 
but God appears to Laban, and warns him not to 
attempt any thing againſt Jacob; and when he 
(Laban) comes to expoſtulate with Jacob, and 
tells him it had been in his Power to hurt him, 
but that God had forbid him; Jacob replys, Ex- 
cept the God of my Father, the God of Abra- 
bam, and the Fear of Jaac had been with me, 
ſurely thou hadſt ſent me away now empty. God 
hath ſeen my Affliction, and the Labour of my Hands, 
and rebuk d thee yeſternight. So God turn'd 
the Malice of Laban into Fear; he deſires to make 
a Covenant with Jacob, and lets him go in Peace. 


Jacob proceeds on his Journey, and the Angels of Ch. 32. 


God meet him: (God hadpromis'd before that He 
would be with him in the way he ſhould go.) And 
he ſaw them, and ſaid, This is God's Hoſt. And 
now remembring what his Brother Eſau had a- 
ainſt him, for having depriv'd him of his Birth- 
right and Bleſſing, he ſends Meſſengers to adviſe 
him of his Return, and to appeaſe him; but the 
Meſſengers returning, and bringing no Anſwer 
from his Brother, but Notice that his Brother 
came out againſt him with four hundred Men, he 
was greatly afraid, and apply'd himſelf to God 
(his ſure Help in time of Need) ſaying, O God of 
my Father Abrabam, and God of my Father Jaac, 
the Lord which ſaid unto me return unto thy 
Countrey, and to thy Kindred, and I will deal 
well with thee : I am not worthy of the leaſt of all 
the Mercies, and of all the Truth which thou haſt 
ſhewn unto thy Servant, for with my Staff I paſs'd 
over this Jordan, and now I am become two 
h | Bands. 
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Geneſis. Bands. Deliver me, I pray thee, from the Hand of 
my Brother Eſau, for I fear him leſt he will come 
and ſmite me, and the Mothers with the Chil- 
dren: And thou ſaidſt, I will ſurely do thee good, 
and make thy Seed as the Sand of the Sea. Ha- 
ving thus apply d to God, he uſes alſo proper Po- 
licy and Means, not expecting to be altogether 
preſerv'd by a Miracle. He ſends ſeveral Preſents, 
with an humble Meſſage to his Brother; and ha- 
ving diſpatch'd his People, and all he had over the 
Brook, he tarried alone and wreſtled with God, 
and prevail'd; is ſtyl'd a Prince, has his Name 
| chang'd to Mael, as a new Title of Honour, im- 
porting he had prevail'd with God, and obtain'd 
F a Blefling: Having ſeen God Face to Face, he had 
no Reaſon to fear any longer the Face of his Bro- 
ther; and the Conſequence is, that his Brother's 
Fury is turn'd to Love and a kind Salutation. God 
in whoſe Hands are the Hearts of Kings, and who 
turns all Mens as the Rivers of Waters, turn'd.that 
of E/au, and made it overflow with Kindneſs and 
Tenderneſs, as his Eyes did with Tears of Affection, 
at the Sight of Jacob; thoſe, are now'offer'd him 

for his Guards, which he had Reaſon to think were 
intended for his Murtherers. E/au inſtead of fall- 
ing on him to kill him, falls on his Neck and kiſſes 

im. ee 
Ch. 34. Simeon and Levi (two of Jacob's Sons) by ſlay- 
ing Hamor and Sechem, and all the Men of their 
City, and making a Prey of their Wives, Chil- 

| dren, Cattel and Goods had troubled Jacob, ma- 


king him to ſtink among the Inhabitants of the 
Land, as he told them; and that he being few in 
Number, they would gather themſelves together 
againſt him, and would deſtroy him, and his 
Ch. 35. Houſe. But God kept the Houſe; for he ſaid to 
Jacob, Ariſe, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: 
And to put him in mind of former Mercies, - and 


like 


(27) | 
like Preſervations, he bid him make an Altar there 
unto God, that appear'd unto him, when he fled 
from the Face of E/au his Brother. Jacob well 
underſtood the Matter, and ſaid to his Family, let 
us ariſe and go up to Bethel, and I will make there 
an Altar to God, who anſwer'd me in the Day of 
my Diſtreſs, and was with me in the Way which I 
went. And they journeyed,and the Terrorof God 
was upon the Cities that were round about them, 
and they did not purſue after the Sons of Jacob. 
God appears again to Jacob, repeats the Bleſſing 
ſo often promiſed before, and confirms his new 
Title of /raez/. And God ſaid unto him, I am 
God Almighty, be fruitful and multiply, a Nation 
and a Company of Nations ſhall be of -thee, and 
_ Kings ſhall come out of thy Loins; and the Land 
which I gave Abraham, and //aac, to thee I will 
Age and to thy Seed after thee will I give the 

Pe Sg” | 

The Envy of Jacob's Sons toward Joſeph their 
youngeſt Brother, moves them to conſpire his De- 
ſtruction ; ſome of them were for killing him, 
but at laſt they agree to ſell him for a Slave to 
certain Merchants that were going into Egypt, 
who make their beſt Advantage, by ſelling him af- 


Gif, 


Ch. 37. 


terwards to Potipher, the Captain of Pharoh's Ch. 39. 


Guard. God makes uſe of the evil Intention of 
Foſeph's Brethren, to bring about anotable Work 
of Mercy, for the Preſervation of them, their Fa- 


o 


ther, and Family, and for the greater Advance- 


ment and Glory of Joſeph. God foreſaw the Fa- 
mine that was to be in that Land, and ſent Joſeph 
before to lay in Proviſion for them, to prelerve 
Life. Tho' he was now a Slave, the Lord was 
with him, and does not deſpiſe the low Eſtate of 
this Bondman. He was a lucky Man, and his Ma- 
{ter ſaw that the Lord was with him, and that 
the Lord made all he did to proſper z- and 725 
oy | 60 


„ 628) 
Eee. Jeph. found grace in his fight, and he made him 
Overſeer over his Houſe, and all that he had; and 
from that Time the Lord (viſibly) bleſs'd the 
Egyptian's Houle for Joſeph's ſake; and the Bleſ- 
ſing of the Lord was upon all he had in the Houſe, 
and in the Field, and he left all he had in Fo/eph's 
Hand. If his Maſter was thus kind to him, his 
Miſtreſs was no leſs; ſhe was ſorry that of all her 
Husband had, ſhe alone was no part of Joſeph's 
Care; and having often tempted him to Lewd- 
neſs, and finding ſtill a Return contrary to her De- 
fires, her ſlighted Love, or rather Luſt, turn'd 
into Rage and Hatred; She falfly accuſes him for 
Ate attempting violently, what ſhe moſt paſſionately 
= deſir d he ſhould have done quietly, and with her 
| Conſent. Joſeph a favour'd Slave, becomes a loa- 
thed Priſoner ; but the Lord went along to the ri- 
ſon with him, and ſhew'd him Mercy, and gave 
him Favour in the Sight of the Keeper of the Pri- 
ſon; and the Keeper of the Priſon commited to 
him as well the Care of his fellow Priſoners, as of 
all the reſt of his Concerns, | becauſe the Lord was 
with him, and that which he did the Lord made 
it to proſper; and works effectually, not only for 
Joſepb's Deliverance, but for his future Advance- 
ment and Glory, by enabling him to expound the 
Cv 40. Dreams of two menial Servants of Pharoh's, his 
Baker, and his Butler, both committed for Trea- 
fon. The former he foretels ſhould in three Days 
be hang' d; and the latter ſhould at the fame Time 
be reſtor'd to his Employment: Making a Re- 
queſt to him, that when that ſhould happen, he 
would remember him, and endeavour to obtain 
his Releaſe. Fo/eph thought he had made a Friend 
in Court, but the Butler prov'd a right Courtier, 
gave fair Words without Performance; the But- 
ler forgot Joſeph, but God remembred him. 
Pharaoh dreams, as his Seryants had done: and 
OF | when 
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When none of the Wiſe Men and Magicians could Gehefis. 


interpret it; Joſeph, on the Butler's Report of his 
Skill in interpreting Dreams, is ſent for. He inter- 
prets the King's Dream: is made Governor over 
the Land of Egypt: and in the Throne only leſs 
than Pharob. He that was ſold for a Slave in his 
own Countrey, is now Lord of that in which he 
was a Servant, and Maſter of his own Mater, as 
well as of all the reſt of the People. It was a 
Dream that caus'd Joſephs Brethrens Envy againſt 
him, and thereby occaſion'd his being told for a 
Slave, and it is a Dream which raiſes him to be 
Lord of all the Land of Egypt, and of his Bre- 
thren. His own Dream which caus'd his Bre- 
thren's Envy againſt him, as aforeſaid, is now ful- 
filled, as well as Pharaoh's ; for his Brethren co- 
ming down to Egypt to buy Corn, bow them- 
ſelves, down before him. This they did when 
they did not- know him, but when he comes to 
be made known to them, that he was Joſeph, 
they expected to be uſed by him as they had de- 
ſery'd : But he that had found ſo great Mercy at 
the Hand of God, extends it to them; and in- 
ſtead of reproaching them with their Barbarity and 
Cruelty to him, much leſs taking Revenge of them, 


he melts into Tears, falls on their Necks, and kiſſes Ch. 45. 


them, and ſhew'd himſelf to be truly their Bro- 
ther, by his Bowels of Affection: And knowing 
what Fears, what Shame and Regret they muſt 
needs have labour'd under in their Minds he com- 
aſſionately confirms and comtorts them, ſaying, 
Be not griev'd, nor angry with your ſelves, - that 
you ſold me hither 'into Egypt; For God, not 
you, ſent me hither to preſerve Life, to preſerve 
to you a Poſterity in the, Earth, and to fave your 
Lives by a great Deliverance; ſo that it was not 
you that ſent me hither, but God. After this 
Pharaoh invites Jacob and all his Family to come 
| | into 
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Geneſis. into Egypt, and offers them the beſt and richeſt 
Part of the Land to dwell in. | 

Jacob, on the firſt news he had of Joſepb's be- 

ing _ and 5 his 2 in Egypt, between 

car oy faints away; but ſeeing the Equipa 

ſent to — 4 and l him, is Beg auf 1455 | 

forward with an earneſt Deſire to ſee and embrace 

his beloved Son, whom he was to receive as riſen 

from the Dead, before he himſelf died. We may 

well imagine no leſs Occaſion could have drawn 

him and his Family into Egypt, which he knew 

was to be a fatal 2 to them, being a Pro- 

phet, and having probably receiv'd from his Fa- 

ther and Grandfather an account that his Seed was 

to be Slaves there for four hundred Vears. We 

may well imagine a Diſturbance and Struggle in his 

Mind, between his Deſire to ſee one ot his Sons, 

and the Fear of bringing all the reſt into ſo long 

a Bondage. God to confirm and ſtrengthen him, 
appears to him at Beerſbeba, ſaying, I am the God 

of thy Fathers, fear not to go down into Egypt, 

for Iwill make thee there a great Nation. I will 

go down with thee thither, and I will alſo bring 

= up again, and Joſepb ſhall put his Hands upon 

Eyes. | | | 

Being thus aſſurd by God that He would go 

with him into Egypt, that He would bring him 

back again, and that he ſhould not only have the 

Satisfaction of ſeeing his Son, his beloved Son Jo- 

ſeph, but that he ſhould alſo cloſe his Eyes; He 

goes on his way with Joy, comes into gt, is 

kindly receiv'd by Pharaoh, and has the Land of 

Goſhen (the beſt of the Countrey) given to him to 

inhabit. I ſhall not take upon me to deſcribe the 

mutual Joy which filled the Breaſt, as well of the 

old Patriarch, as of his Son, on their firſt Inter- 
view; it will be beſt ſupply'd by Imagination, for 


it exceeds Deſcription. 
; Jacob 
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Jacob has liv'd now many happy Years in Egypt, Genefs. 
and ſhar'd with Pharoh in the Duty and 8 Ch. 48. 


of his Son, who knew none above him, but them 
two; the one plac'd ſo by oy on the Throne, 
as his Sovereign, the other by Nature, as his Fa- 
ther. The Time approaches for fulfilling what 
God had told Jacob at Beerſbeba, that Foſcph 
ſhould cloſe his Eyes. He was not to ſee the At- 
fliction his Seed were to * in that Long and 
he was to go up again, his Body was to be depo- 
ſited in 4 ny Tomb of his TOES Joſeph = 
ving Notice of his Father's Sickneſs, and probably 
approaching End, goes to viſit him, bringing with 
him his two Sons. Jacob ſeeing all his Children 
about him, makes a grateful Recognition of God's 
extraordinary Goodneſs and Mercies to him during 
the Courſe of his Life; particularly of his Appear- 
ing to him at Luz, and promiſing to make him 
fruitful, and multiply him, and make a Multitude 
of People of him, (of which He had given him an 
carneſt in the twelve Sons and their iſſue, which 
then ſurrounded his Bed, ) and to give the Land of 
Canaan to him and his Seed for an everlaſting Poſ- 
ſeſſion; and upon Joſenb's preſenting his two Sons 
to him, to receive his Bleſſing, he ſays, I had not 
thought to ſee thy Face, and lo, God hath ſhew d 
me thy Seed alſo. 


Jacob being now upon his Death · bed, it pleas'd Ch. 49. 


God to indue him with the Spirit of Prophecy, 
and to enable him to diſcover to his Children, not 
only that a Race of Kings ſhould come of them, 
but that the Meſſiah, Chriſt, King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, ſhould proceed according to the 
flcth from one of them, and that till he came, the 

Sceptre ſhould not depart from Jadab. | 
Joſeph had been particular in his Duty to his 
Father, and Family; he had ſupported them in 
their Diſtreſs; his Bleſſing is allo particular, viz. 
Ros Foſeph 
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| Geneſs Foſeph is a fruitful Bough, even a fruitful Bough 


by a Well; whoſe Branches run over the Wall. 
Tl he Archers have ſorely griev'd and ſhot at him, 
and hated him. But his Bow abode in Strength, and 
the Arms of his Hands were made ſtrong; by the 
Hands of the mighty God of Jacob; from thence 
is the Shepherd, the Stone of //7ae/. Even by the 
God of thy Father, who ſhall help thee, and by 


the Almighty who ſhall bleſs thee with the Bl 


ſings of Heaven above, Bleſſings of the Deep that 
lieth under, Bleſſings of the Breaſts and of the 


Womb. The Bleſſings of thy Father have prevail'd 
above the Bleſſings of thy Progenitors, unto the 


Ch ;o. 


utmoſt Bounds of the everlaſting Hills; they ſhall 


be on the Head of Joſepb, and on the Crown of 


the Head of him that was ſeparate from his Bre- 
thren. 2 * 


God, and convey'd them to his Children, dies in 
a good old Age: His Body is convey'd by Joſeph, 
with his Brethren, and the chief of the Nobility 
and Gentry of Egypt, to the Cave in the Field of 
Machpelah, where Abraham and Sarah, 1/aac and 
Rebecca, and Leah were buried, there Facob is alſo 
laid. Theſe three Patriarchs had each of them ſe- 
verally Promiſes of that Land, and ſo they poſ- 


ſeſs'd it only as a Burying- place, till the full time 


ſhould come that their Seed was to poſſeſs it as 


their Inheritance. 
Jacob being dead and buried, his Sons begin to 


refle& afreſh on the Injury they had done formerly 


to their Brother Joſeph , who they apprehended 
might, -now their' Father was gone, reſent what 
they had done to him; but he ſhews them that 
he had not only the Bowels of a Brother, but of 
a Parent alſo ; as God had made him a Father to 
Pharach, ſo he would prove to them likewiſe. 


He puts them again in mind that God had a 


Hand 


Jacob having receiv d infinite Bleſſings from 
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Hand in it. As for you, fays he, ye 88 Evil Genefts 


againſt me, but God meant it unto Good. Fear 
not: am I in the Place of God? That is, I don't 
preſume to take Vengeance, which ought to be left 
to God alone. | 

Joſepb having liv'd many Years in great Proſpe- 
rity, draws near his End. He had heard and be- 
liev'd the Promiſe made of their going up 6ut of 
Egypt to poſſeſs the Land of Canaan. God will 
ſurely viſit you, ſays he to the Children of Hrael, 
and bring you out of this Land, unto the Land 
which he ſware to Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob. And 
he took an Oath of them, ſaying, God will ſurely 
viſit you, and ye ſhall carry up my Bones from 
hence. They had ſent them thither, by ſelling 
him for a Slave into Egypt, and it was but reaſon- 
able they ſhould alſo carry them back again: they 
were very deſirous to lie in the Sepulchre of their 
Fathers; and as Joſeph had carried his Father Ja- 
cob to bury him with Abraham and Iſaac, ſo he 
deſires his Bones may be carried thither allo, as they 
were about four hundred Years after. 
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O SEPA being dead, and his Maſter Pharaob 
(whoſe Favourite and Miniſter he was) the Me- 
mory and Merits of Joſeph's Services to the Crown 
and Countrey were ſoon forgot; there now aroſe 
another King who knew not Joſeph. He and his 
People envying the Greatneſs of the 1ſrazlites, 
who had Acurth'd in 7o/eph's time, and were by 
his Intereſt grown great and rich; and alſo by Vir- 
tue of God's Proyidence and Promiſe multiplied 
exceedingly z inſomuch that the King of Egypr 
| D fearing 


8 / 
' TA}. 
Exodus fearing that they would either force their way out 
of the Countrey (it being probable he was in- 
form'd by ſome that they had ſuch a Prophecy 
among: them) with all thei Riches, or that they 
might become too powerful for his People, and in 
Proceſs of Time maſter them, takes Politick but 
Wicked Meaſures to weaken, reduce and demoliſh 
E-- them; he makes Them Slaves by a juſt Judgment 
of God, as well as by his Determination; whoſe 
Fathers had ſold their Brother to be ſuch into that 
Land. Pharaoh afflicted them by various Ways and 
Methods; but the more he afflicted them, the more 
they multiply'd and grew. Joſeph had built Cities 
throughout all the Land for Store-Houſes to keep 
the Egyptians alive; this new Pharaoh condemns 
his Poſterity, together with that of his Brethren, 
to make Brick, to build Cities and Fortreſſes to 
awe and enſlave themſelves z for which Ingrati- 
ve of his, he and his People ſhall hereafter pay 
rly. | l 
Pharaoh finding all the Meaſures of Oppreſſio 
he took ineffectual, and that ſtill the Children of 
n tho 1ſrael increas'd, his Fears multiply with them, 
and he reſolves to proceed to deſtroy all the Male 
{| Children as ſoon as they are born, that he may 
= have no more of the Breed. The inhumane King 
by a bloody Decree, requires all the Midwives to 
deſtroy the Male Children, as ſoon as born. 'They 
fearing God more than Man, diſobey the King's 
anlawtul Command, and. fave the Male Children 
alive; for which God bleſs'd them, and made them 
Houſes, as the Text fays, ſo that ſtill the People 
multiplied exceedingly, and in like manner Pha- 
raoh's Cruelty. Since the Midwives had been too 
hard for Pharaoh, he orders his own People, from 
whom he expected a readier Obedience, to execute 
his bloody Deſign, by throwing all the Male 
Children into the River; which they did 57 
| : | | | ingly 3 


ingly; and for which their Waters ſhall be ſhortly Exidu4 
turn d to Blood. 2H. ba bodies: 
Moſes is born, and with a different Intent from Chi. 4: 
that of the King's Command, is put into the Ri- 

ver, not for his Deſtruction, but Preſervation. He 

is laid in a Basket againſt the Oſiers; the mourns 

ful Mother watching at a Diſtance to take Op- 
portunities of relieving him: her Houſe might 

have been ſearch'd for him, but none would ſearch 

the River into which he was to be caſt. God's 
Providence watches more carefully over the Child: 

than the Mother of it did; and in order to ſave 

Him, who was to be the temporal Saviour of his 
People, he moves inwardly Pharaoh's Daughter td 

walk that. way on the Bank of the River, and to 

caſt an Eye, and an Eye of Compaſſion, on the 
expoſed Infant. The Child ſmiles at the fight of 

his Deliverer z and ſhe preſerves Him, that was tg 
be the Ruine of hers, and the Preſerver of his own 
People. The true Mother, who ſtood watching 
her Child at a Diſtance; ſeeing what paſs'd; finds 
in her ſelf ſtruggling Paſſions ot Affection and Fear. 
God transfers the Motherly affection into the Heart 
of Pharaob's Daughter, who cauſes the Child td 
be drawn out of the River, and enquiring for 4 
Nurſe, the true Mother readily offers her Service; 
and is employ'd to nurſe. her o.] Child; under 
the notion of its being the Princeſs's :,' She not 
refuſing for his Preſervation, to have him call'd 
the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter; tho' he afterwards 
choſe worthily rather to ſuffer with his own Peo< 
ple (the People of God) than to enjoy the Ho- 
nour, Pleaſure, Privileges and Advantages of that 
glorious Title and Degree. 
That King of Egypt dies; who firſt laid thoſe 
heavy Burthens on the {/aelites, but their Misfots 
tunes don't die with him; his Succeſſor ſucceeds 
him in his Cruelty; as well as in his Throne; the 
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Exodus Iſraelites ſigh and cry, and their Cry came up un- 


Ch. 3. 


to God, and He heard their Groaning, and re- 
member*'d His Covenant with Abraham, 1/aac, and 
Jacob, and look'd on their Seed, and had reſpect to 
them. Moſes had, in Defence of one of his Countrey- 

men, ſlain an Egyptian; and finding it was diſcover'd, 
for fear of being proſecuted, fled into the Land of 
Midian, where he married a Wife, and fed the Flock 
of Jethro his Father- in- Law. God appears to him 
there by his Angel, in a flame of Fire in a Buſh, 
and tells him He is the God of his Fathers, A. 
braham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and now that He had 
ſurely ſeen the Affliction of His People which was 
in Egypt, and had heard their ay Sa reaſon of the 
Task-maſters: For I know, ſays He, (God) their 
Sorrows, and I am come down to deliver them 
out-of the Hand of the Egyprians, and to bring 
them up out of that Land, into a good Land, and 
large, unto a Land flowing with Milk and Honey 


unto the Place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, 
' the Amorites, the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and 


the Jebufites. Now therefore behold the Cry of 
the 1/aelites is come up to Me; and J have alſo 
ſeen the Oppreſſion wherewith the Egyprians op- 
preſs them. Come now therefore, I will ſend thee 
unto Pharaoh, that thou mayſt bring forth m 

People the HMraelites out of Egypt. Certainly I wilt 
be with thee, and when thou haſt brought forth 
the People out of Egypt, ye ſhall ſerve God on 
this Mountain. Thou ſhalt come, thou and the El- 
ders of 7/7ael, to the King of Egypt, and ſay to him, 
The Lord God of the Hebrews hath met with us; 
and now let us go (we beſeech thee) three Days 


Journey into the Wilderneſs, that we may Sacri- 
fice unto the Lord our God. And J am ture the 


King of Egypt will not let you go, no not by a 

mighty Hand. And I will ſtretch out my Hand, 

and finite Egypt with all my Wonders which l 
& T © il | Wi 


1 
will do in the midſt thereof: and after that he will Ex 
let you go. And I will give thy People Favour in 

| the ſight of the Egyptians and when ye go, ye | 

| ſhall not go empty, (for all the Service ye have 

done them) but every Woman ſhall borrow of her 

Neighbour, and of her that ſojourns in her Houſe, 

Jewels of Silyer and Gold, and Raiment, and you 

| ſhall = them on your Sons and Daughters, and 
you ſhall ſpoil the Egyptians, which have ſpoil'd 

you. The Zgyptians had ſpoil'd and oppreſs'd the 

» Iſraelites; God takes care they ſhould not go away 

empty: they, ſhould be well paid for their Service 

they had done them, and the Slavery they had un- 

— z they ſhould ſpoil thoſe who had ſpoil'd 

them. | 


Moſes makes Difficulty to go to. Pharaoh on Ch. 4. 
God's Meſſage, alledging he was flow of Speech; 
God 4 over rules, and does not admit 
of his Excuſe, ſaying, Who hath made Man's 
Mouth? or who maketh the Dumb or Deaf? 
the Seeing or the Blind? have not I the Lord? 
/ Now therefore go, and I will be with thy Mouth, 
; and teach thee. what thou ſhalt ſay. And when 
: Moſes till refus' d, and rudely reply'd to God, 
ö Send by whom (elſe) thou wilt ſend: He tells 
| him his Brother Aaron ſhould be joyn'd in Com- 
; 
| 


miſſion with him; He ſhall be, ſays God, thy 
Spokes-man to the People. He ſhall be to thee 
inſtead of a Mouth, and thou ſhalt be to him 
inſtead of God, that is, his Prince, and he ſhall 
be thy Chancellor, Miniſter, or Advocate. And 
; becauſe God knew that (as it ſeems) the objection 
| of his Slowneſs of Speech was not the true Rea» 
ſon alledged by Moſes, but that it was his Fear 
of being proſecuted for killing the Egyptian (as 
aforeſaid, God lets him fee He knew his 
Thoughts ; and to confirm him againſt any ap- 
prehenſion on that account, ſays to him, Return 
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r for all the Men are dead, which ſought 


Ch. 5. 


y L 
iy — and Aaron deliver God's Meſſage to Pha- 


raab; who receives it haughtily: and inſtead of 


* 


tunes, reproach Ahe 


letting the People go to ſerve the Lord, as he was 

— exacts double Service from them, de- 
the Tale of Bricks of them, without gi- 

them Straw; ſo that they were forc'd to 

— 5 about the Fields to gather Stubble, inſtead 
of Straw formerly allow d them. The People be- 

ing unable to this Addition to their —.— 


es and Aaron — bei 
Cauſe of redoubling their Slavery Hardihips 
Moſes expoſtulates with God, fayy ing, —— 
haſt Thou ſo evil intreated this People? Why is 
it that Thou haſt ſent me? For ſince I came to 
Pharaoh to ſpeak in thy Name, he hath done Evil 
to this People, neither haſt Thou deliver'd thy 


8 at all. 
bo khew whereof he was made, inſtead 


of being or reſenting ſuch © 10Us 
* His Provaiſe ro him, of deli- 


pering ö repeats His Covenant with A- 


brabam, Iſaac, and Jacob; diſcovers His Name Ix- 
HOVAH, and bids him ſay again to the Ifraelites, I 
am the Lord, I will bring you out from under 
the Burthens of the Ede, I will rid you of 
your Bondagg': I will redeem you with an out- 
ſtretch'd Ar and with great Judgments. And I 
will take you to me for a People, and I will be 
5 A God, and ye ſhall know that I am the 

your God: which bringeth you out from 
under the Burthens of the Egyprians. And I will 
bring you unto the Land, concerning which I 
gid my Bm e it to * ſaac, 9 
SL and I wi give it you or an Heritage; am 
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Pharaoh had been diſobedient to the civil Meſ- Exodus 
ſage of God, ſent by Moſes and Aaron; God be- Cb. 7. 

: gins now to ſpeak to him in Judgment, but even 

F then alſo remembers Mercy; for as often as Pha- 

5 raoh ſeems to relent, He removes the Plague: He 


begins with leſſer Plagues, ſtill increaſing to pu- 
niſh him, as he increaſed his Obſtinacy. The firſt 
ö Plague He ſends, is that of turning Water into 
0 Blood; a proper Puniſhment for his Offence, and 
the Uſe he had made of thoſe Waters in the Mur- 
ö ther of the Infants; God gives him Blood to 
drink, and ſatiate his blood - thirſty Cruelty; the 
Fiſh, the Offsping of the River die, a juſt, tho' 
unequal, Sacrifice for the Lives of ſo many poor 
Innocents that they had ſwallowed. : 
Next God ſends Frogs to make Pharaoh and Ch. 8. 
his People only uneaſie: They infeſted the King's 
Kocten br and by their continual croaking di- 
ſturb'd his Reſt. This abated ſomething of his 
Pride; he deſires Moſes to pray to God to remove 
the Frogs: which was done accordingly: but when 
he ſaw the Frogs were gone, he harden'd his 
Heart, and would not let the People go. This 
Reſpite was a time of Grace, which he rejecting, 
thereby gives occaſion for a more heavy Judg- 
ment, that of Flies, much 7 n uy 
Frogs: They were an Eye-ſore, an eir 
barth Notes deafen'd his Ears, but Theſe fly yet 
higher, even into his very Face; they darken the 
Air, mix themſelves in his Meat and Drink, and 
by their continual buzzing, give him no Reſt Night 
nor Day. And God to ſhew the Diſtinction He 
made between the //raelites, and the Egyptians 
when He denounc'd this Judgment (as he did 
all his Judgments before he ſent them) ſays, I 
will fever in that Day the Land of Goſben, in 
which my People dwell 3 no Swarms of Flyes 
ſhall be there, to the End thou (Pharaoh) mayſt 
D 4 know 
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Exodus know that I am the Lord in the midſt of the 
Earth. And I will put a Diviſion between my 
Peri and thy People. Which happening ac- 
cordingly, Pharaoh ſeems. to be convinc'd, and 
willing ro comply ; he defires Moſes and Aaron to 
intreat God for him, that the Flyes may be re- 
mov'd; which is no ſooner done, but his good 
Intentions are renounc'd alſo, and his fair Promiſes 
accompany them. ee 

Ch. 9. The two fo going Plagues of Frogs and Flyes 

were only incommodious and troubleſome, no- 
thing as yet had touch d the Life of Man or Beaſt; 
a heavier Judgment follows next. God ſends a Mur- 

rain amongſt the Cattel, the Cattel of the Egyp- 
tians only; for God ſever'd betwixt the Cattel of 
the 1/raelites, and the Cattel of the Egyprians ; fo 
that nothing died of all that belong'd to the Ira: 

_ elites. And now God Almighty thinks fit, having 
begun with the Beaſts, to warn Pharaoh of the 
laff and ſevereſt Plague, which was to affect the 
Perſons and Lives of his Family and People; tho' 
ſeveral intermediate ones were to come between. 
= A4 As yet exalteſt thou thy ſelf againſt my People? 
= fays God; I willftretch out my Hand that I may 
ſmite thee and thy People with Peſtilence, and 

thou ſhalt be cut off from the Earth. The Mur- 

rain had not deſtroy'd all the Beaſts, nor hurt the 

Perſon of any Man. Here follows the Plague of 

Hail, which would deftroy Man and Beaſt, Corn 

and whatever elſe was in the Field. God here 

again in the midſt of Judgment, remembers Mer- 

cy : He warns Pharaoh and his People of the ap- 

proach of this Plague, and adyiſes him to ſend 

and gather the Cattel, and all that they had in the 

Field under Shelter; for on every Man and Beaſt, 

ſays He, that ſhall be found in the Field, the Hail 

mall fall, and they ſhall die: But there was no 

Hail in the Land of Goſhen, where the e 

1 The 


of Ifrael dwelt. 
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The Hail had made a great Devaſtation, but yet 
Herbs, Graſs, &c. had eſcap'd it; they are now 
to be devour'd by the Locuſts which follow'd 
after: they cover'd the Face of the Earth; and 
this ſeem'd to touch Pharaoh more than all the 
foregoing Judgments: for he ſaid to Moſes and 
Aaron, | 
the Lord for me. The Lord was no ſooner in- 
treated, but he turn'd a mighty ſtrong Weſt Wind, 


have finned againſt the Lord; intreat 


Exodus 


Ch. ro. 


which took away the Locuſts, and Pharaoh's Re- 


pentance together: for Pharaoh is ſtill obſtinate, 


and will not let the People go, but will ſhortly 


thruſt them out headlong: for now the laſt and 
moſt diſmal Judgment, the Plague of Plagues is 
drawing near. God Almighty had at the Begin- 
ning, when He gave Moſes His Commiſſion to go 
to Pharaoh, told him He would not have His Peo- 
ple go empty, that had been fo long Pape 5 
He is pleas d they ſhould make Reprizals from the 
Egyptians: and as before He had told Moſes, ſo 
now again, (being about to work his great Mira- 
cle, after which he knew Pharaoh would let them 
800 He charges Moſes to ſpeak to the People to 
orrow of their Neighbours Jewels of Gold and 
Silver: and God gave them Favour in the ſight of 
the Egyptians; inſomuch that they lent them what 
they had of moſt Value. | 


Ch. 1x; 


Moſes, who was deſpiſed by Pharaoh and his 


Servants at the beginning, is now become great 


in their Sight. At firſt he beſought Pharaoh ii an 


humble manner to let the People go; but ſince 
God by his Hand had humbled the Egyptiaus, he 
alters his Style, and begins to ſpeak big to Pha- 
raoh, as Prince to Prince; ſaying, All theſe thy 
Seryants ſhall come down to me, and bow them- 
ſelves unto me, ſaying, Get thee out, and all the 
People that follow thee. ways 
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Exodus The Night approaching wherein the Firſt-born 
of Egypt were to be lain, and the People of 7/- 
Ch. 12. ael were to be deliver'd out of Ezyp?, God in- 
ſtructs Moſes in what He would have him do, as 
well for the Preſervation of his People from the 
Plague, as for the Perpetuating of the Memory of 
ſo a Deliverance. In order whereunto, He 
inſtitutes the Paſſover, a Lamb without Spot to 
be ſlain; being the Type of Chriſt, that Lamb of 
God, who was to be ſlain, in order to deliver 
Mankind from the Bondage of Sin and Death. 
The Lintels of the Doors of the Houſes of the 
Children of 77ae1 were to be mark*d with Blood, 
that the Deſtroying Angel which was to execute 
God's Sentence againſt the Firft-born of Egypt 
ſeeing the Blood on the Lintel, 25 paſs by an 
ſpare them. A lively Type of Chriſt's Blood, 
which being ſprinkled on us, faves us from the 
Deſtroying Angel, the Devil. The great Care 
| that God takes to have the Memory of this Sig- 
= nal Deliverance of his People prefery'd, and An- 
h nually ſolemniz'd for ever, ſhews plainly the in- 
= diſpenſable Obligation which lies on all Mankind, 
Not to forget, but to perpetuate the Memory of 
God's Mercies to them. This Day, fays God, 
the 14 of the Month ib (the Firſt Month) 
you ſhall keep it a Feaſt to the Lord through- 
out your Generations; you ſhall keep it a Feaſt 
by an Ordinance for ever. You ſhall obſerve 
the Feaſt of Unleaven'd Bread; he that does 
not, that Soul ſhall be cut off; for in this ſelf 
fame Day, have I brought your Armies out of 
the Land of Egypt, therefore ye ſhall obſerve this 
Day in your Generations, by an Ordinance for 
ever. It is twice or thrice repeated, and earneſtly 
reinforc'd. | | * #4 
The Deſtroying Angel executes his Commiſ- 
ſion againſt all the Firit-born of Egyp?, there be- 
| ang 
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ing not a Houſe of the Egyptians in which there Ex 
was not one dead; and conſequently there was a \ 
great Cry through all the Land of Egypr. But, 
as the Text ſays, not a Dog ftir'd his Tongue a- 
inſt any of the Hraelites, nor a Man neither; 
t inſtead thereof, as Moſes had foretold them, 
Pharaoh and the Chief of his Servants not only 
humbly intreat Moſes, but earneſtly preſs him to 
be gone with all the Children of Ife, and all 
that belong d to them. So Iſrael marches out of 
Egypt Six hundred thouſand ſtrong, beſides Chil- 
dren; ſo much had they increas'd, 3 
ſtanding the Oppreſſion and Perſecution of the 
Egyptians in Four hundred and thirty Years, from 
the Seventy Perſons which came down into Egypt. 
The Text ſays, at the end of Four hundred and 
thirty years, even the ſelf ſame Day, all the Hoſts 
of the Lord went out of the Land of Egypt; and 
adds, It is a Night to be obſerv'd unto the Lord, 
for bringing them out of the Land of Egypt: and 
repeats it again; This is that Night of the Lord, 
to be oblery'd of all the Mraelites in their Gene- 
rations. 
cannot omit obſerving in this Place, that 
% tho' the //raelites were the immediate People of 
God', for whom this great Deliverance was 
wrought, and the Paſſover inſtituted for them; 
yet a Stranger was allow'd by God to eat the Paſſ- 
over, if he ſojourn'd with them, and were Cir- 
cumcis d; and one Law was to be to him and 
them. God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, but all 
1 that fear him, and work Righteouſneſs, are ac- 
ö cepted of him. He intended an Union of all Na- 


5 tions in one Church, and that all who embrac'd 
| the Faith of Abraham, were to be eſteem'd the 
Children of Abraham. 
As God had taken ſpecial Care before his Peo- Ch. 13. 
ple march'd out of Egypt, for continuing the Re- 
5 membrance 
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Rrodus membrance of this unſpeakable Deliverance, (a 


you have ſeen before,) ſo the firſt thing He does 
afterwards, is to put them in Mind of it; the 

are again commanded to keep a Memorial of their 
Deliverance from the Houſe of Bondage, and to 
ſhew it to their Children in all ſucceeding Genera- 


| Ons. 


|. God had promis'd Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, 
that He would be with them, and with their Seed 
after them. He had told Jacob particularly, when 
He encourag'd him to go down to Egypt, that 
He would be with him, and ſurely bring him (his 
Seed) up again fromthence. You ſee Him ac- 
cordingly accompanying them on their March; 


b 


for the Text ſays, the Lord went before them by 


5 Day, in a Pillar of a Cloud, and by Night, in a 


Pillar of Fire. They being under the Conduct of 
ſo $099 a Guide, we will leave them for a while, 
and look back on the Egyprians, whom we left 
equally divided betwixt Joy, for their being rid of 


their Inmates, for whole ſake they had ſuffer'd ſo 


many Plagues, and Sorrow for the Loſſes they 
Had undergone ; particularly of their Eldeſt Sons; 

of whoſe Funerals they had no ſooner taken Care, 
but they begin to reflett on the general Damage 
they were- like to incur, by letting ſo great a 
Number of Servants and Slaves make their Eſcape ; 
not forgetting, (as is reaſonable to think) the 
Jewels, Plate, Cc. that they had lent them. Pha- 
raob had ſuffer'd yet nothing in his own Perſon, 
nor his Officers and Miniſters, who had been in- 
ſtrumental in oppreſſing and perſecuting the Peo- 
ple of God, unleſs ſome ſlight Botches, which 
4 ſome of them had in the beginning of the 
lagues, and the vexation they had from Lice, c. 
They had often harden'd their Hearts, ſeem'd to 
repent, yet retracted their Repentance, and re- 
fus d to let His People go: their Eldeſt Sn h; 
, : er 


n 
ſuffer'd Death, and their own gray Hairs are not Exodus 
to go down to the Grave in Peace; they had 
thrown the young Children of the Hraelites into 
the River; and the Sea, into which that River 
run, is to take Vengeance of them. 

The Children of Mael were gone; and the Ch. 14. 
Plagues were remov'd, and even the Remembrance 
of them. Rage, Covetouſneſs, and Revenge took 
up all the Thoughts of Pharaoh and his People: 
He takes therefore a Reſolution to ' purſue after 
the //raelites; and finds no Difficulty in perſuading 
his People to accompany him. He overtakes 
them, as they approach'd the Coaſt of the Sea; 
and thinks himſelf ſecure, fince, as it ſeem'd, they 
had no way to eſcape, the Sea being before them, 
and he with a numerous diſciplin'd Army behind 
them. The HMaelites look back, and ſeeing their 
old Maſters purſuing them, are. again poſflels'd 
with the Spirit of Slavery. Tho' they were deli- 
ver'd from the Houſe of Bondage, every one calls 
to mind the Task of Bricks, the Mills, and ſeve- 
ral Services in which they were employ'd; the 
Racks, the Whips and Scourges with which they 
were rigorouſly puniſh'd, at the Will and Pleafure 
of their inſulting Lords; and forget the Lord their 
Saviour, who had done ſo great Things for them. 
Every one was forming in his Imagination the moſt 
formidable and dreadful Ideas G what they were 
to ſuffer for their Deſertion; and making Excuſes 
within themſelyes, that They were not in the 
Fault, but were ſeduc'd by Moſes and Aaron, and 

the chief of their Families. Accordingly, they 
fall foul upon Moſes, and expoſtulate with him 
for being the Occaſion of bringing them into ſo 
lamentable and miſerable a Condition, by bringing | 
them out of Egypt. However, when they conſi- 
der'd how grievouſly they had offended the Egyp- 
tiaus, what little Hope they had of Mercy or 
n _— Compal- 
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Exodus Compaſſion from them, and then reflected what 
great things God had done for them, tho' they 
CO Cs and trembled, they cry'd unto 


the 8 encourag'd ſo to 15 y Moſes. 

z who ſaw the Arrogancy e Egyptians, 
and the Fears of his own People, 3 well 
the pitiful Cry of the latter, as the inſulting Shouts 
of the former; and whilit ſome of the //rae/ites, 
through Deſperation were ready to caſt themſelves 
into the Sea, a leſs mercileſs, Enemy than their 
E | "ct Tyrants, God (a preſent Help in Time 
of Trouble) makes the Sea, which ſcem'd a Bar- 
rier to hinder their Flight, a Way for their Eſcape; 
by dividing the Waters; ſo that they march'd on 
dry Land through the great Deep, the admiring 
Waters ſtanding as a Cryſtal Wall on their right 

Hand, and on their left. The Rage and Heat of 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians carries them into the 
Sea after the Hraelites; but God to prevent their 
overtaking his People, removes the Cloudy Pillar, 
which went at other time before the Hraelites, be- 
hind them; that is, betwixt the two Armies, ſo 
that the Egyprians could not ſee them. When the 
{ſrazlites had now paſſed wholly to the other Shore, = 
and the Egyptians were all within the low Water, 
He that fate in rhe Heavens did Laugh; the Lord 
had them in Derifion. He began to take off their 
Chariot Wheels, ſays the Text; they found them- 
ſelves embarraſs'd,. and troubled, and to re- 

collect that God, who had own'd his People by 
ſo many Wonders and Judgments before among 
them, did viſibly act for them ftill. And now they 
began to think of making a Retreat; which when 
they turn'd about to attempt, the Water of the 
Sea being releas d from its Confinement; by that 
mighty Arm that held it, return'd to its natural 

* and Motion, and oycrwhelm'd them 
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Thus God in a Moment deliver'd the I#aelites Exodus 
from the Egyptians. (as he had done before from | 
Egypt) and the Dread of them for ever. And now Ch. r5. 
inſtead of Fearing them, they Fear'd, as the Text 
ſays, the Lord, and believ'd his Servant Moſes, 
who had foretold this great Deliverance, and 
joyn'd all with him in a Seraphick Song; faying, 

I will Sing unto the Lord, for He hath Triumph d 
gloriouſly ; the Lord is my Strength and Song, 
and He 1s become my Salvation: He ig my God, 
and I will prepare him an Habitation; my Father's 
God, and I will Exalt him. Thy right Hand is 
become glorious in Power: Thy right Hand, | 
God; hath daſh'd in pieces the Enemy. Who is } 
like unto the Lord, who is like thee, glorious in 
Holineſs, fearful' in Praiſes, doing Wonders ? 
Thou in thy Mercy haſt led forth the People, 
which 'Thou haſt Redeem d Thou haſt guided 
them in thy Strength to thy Holy Habitation. 
The People ſhall hear, and be afraid; Fear and 
Dread ſhall fall non them; by the Greatneſs of 
Thy Arm they ſhall be as {till as a Stone; till 
Thy People paſs over, O Loxd, till thy People 

| 22 which Thou haſt purchaſed. Thou ſhalt 

ring them ing and Plant them in the Mountain 
of Thine Inheritance; in the Place, O Lord, which 
Thou haſt made for Thee to dwell in; in the 
Sanctuary, O Lord, which Thy Hands have eſta- 
bliſhed : The Lord ſhallreign for ever and ever. 
Miriam allo the Siſter of Aaron, took a Tim- 
brel in her Hand, and all the Women went after 
her with Timbrels and Dances; and Miriam an- 
ſwer'd them, Sing ye unto the Lord, for he hath 
Triumph'd glorioutly, Co. . 
The Hraelites having now celebrated. this great 
Deliverance, by Singing Praiſes to God theit Sa- 
viour, march on joyfully, till they come to Ma- 
rab; where finding the Waters bitter (tho a 7 


i 
' 
| 
/ 


— 
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kraus bitter as the Waters of the Red-Sea had prov'd td 


the Egyptians) they could not drink them, and 
begin to murmur ; calling the Egyptians happy, 
that were drowned with drinking, rather than 
themſelves, who were ready to choak with Thirſt. 
God preſently removes this Grievance, by ſhew- 
ing them a 'Tree, which thrown into the Water, 
ſweeten'd it; and thereby allay'd as well their 
Thirſt, as their Murmuring. God farther ſays to 
them on this Occaſion; If thou wilt diligently 
hearken to the Voice of the Lord thy God, and 
do that which is right in His Sight, and wilt give 
ear to His Commandments, and keep all His Sta- 
tutes: I will put none of theſe Diſcaſes upon thee, 
which I have brought upon the Egyprians ; for I 


am the Lord that healeth thee. 


God had no ſooner ſatisfied their Thirſt, but 
their Hunger cauſes a new Murmuring amongſt 
them; they now complain for want of Fleſh and 
Bread : they were in a barren Wilderneſs, which 
knew no Diſtinction of Seaſons, no Seed time, 
nor Harveſt ; where the Dew of Heaven was ſunk 
and loſt in the thirſty and ungrateful Sands. God 
Promiſes to give them Food from Heaven, with- 
out their being at any pains to Plow or Manure 
the Ground; to Sow or Reap, without any care- 
ful Watching for the former or latter Rain; with- 


out mixing their Sweat with the Dew of Heaven, 
to fructify their Land; without Thraſhing, Win- 


nowing, Grinding or preparing it for Food. 
Thus God in their behalf diſpens'd with the fa- 
tal Doom pronounc'd on Adam; That in the 
Sweat of his Brows he ſhould eat his Bread. He 
comply'd with their Deſires, and ſent them Quails, 
as the Sand on the Sea Shore, heap'd up round a- 
bout their Camp. He rain'd down Showers of 
Bread; Showers not the aſſiſting Cauſe, but the 
Effect, true, real, and ſubſtantial Bread. He tells 
$9599 \ them, 
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them, He did it, that He might prove them, whe- Exodus 


ther, ſays He, you will walk in my Law or no. 
And having ſtrictly enjoyn'd them to keep the 
Sabbath Day, to the end they may be enabled to 
comply with that Command (tor his Commands 
are not grievous or impoſſible) He gives them a 
double Portion on the Sixth Day: And as He had 
been generous and bountiful to 'em, to teach *em 
to be fo to others hereafter, When they ſhould 
come to be ſettled, by dealing their Bread to the 
Hungry, and their Drink to the Thirſty, He for- 
bids em laying up any of this Heavenly Bread; it 
was to be all eat on the ſame Day, except that 
which was gather'd on Saturday; part of which 
was to be kept for the Sabbath: And thoſe that 
practis'd too good Husbandry, and ſhew'd their 
_ evil Spirit of Covetouſneſs, and want of due 
Dependence on Providence, found they had 
hoarded a parcel of ſtinking Worms, to which it 
turn'd, being ſo kept contrary to God's Order. 
But that there might be a perpetual Memory had 
of this miraculous Bread, God commands an Omer 
of it to be laid up for a publick Teſtimony (tho 
He did not allow any private Perſon to keep it) 
and this did not corrupt. | 


At Marah there was Water, but it was bitter; Ch. 17. 


but when they come farther on into the Wilder- 
neſs, they find no Water at all. Tho' they had 
been plentifully fed with Bread and Quails , in- 
ſtead of praying and giving of Thanks, they ſtill 
murmur: But God, whole Mercies ever flow'd 
on them, paſſes by their rebellious Carriage, and 
bids Moſes take the Rod, with which he ſmote the 
Red-Sea, and with it ſmite the Rock; and, as be- 
tore it turn'd the flowing Stream into a ſtanding 
Rock, ſo now it turn'd the ſtanding Rock in- 
to a flowing Stream. Thus God miraculouſly 
provided Bread, Fleſh and Drink for his People, 
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Exodus in the barren Wilderneſs ; where the Lions, the 
ancient Inhabitants of that Deſart, ſuffer Hunger 
and Thirſt; but they that fear'd the Lord want- 
ed nothing; for even their Cloaths which they 
brought with them were miraculouſly preſery'd, 
ſo that a Shoe-latcher was not wanting. 
Thus fed, and thus ſupplied, the //7ae/izes march 
on till they come to the Borders of the Amale- 
kites, who oppole their Paſſage with Force of 
Arms; Moſes lifts up his Hands to God, which 
whilſt he does, the {/raelites prevail; but when he 
lets them down the Amalekites prevail : by which 
you ſee the mighty Power of Prayer. But at the 
laſt Amalek is diſcomfited, and God reſenting the 
Affront done to his People, determines and ſwears 
the utter Extirpation of that People; which was 
afterwards executed by Saul, by God's particular 
Command. So long a Reſpite was allow'd even 

to theſe Sinners the Amalekites. | 
Cl. 18. This Obſtacle being remov'd, the //7aelites march 
on, and coming near Mount Horeb, Jethro, Moſes's 
Father in· aw, comes to meet and congratulate 
him: Moſes tells him all that God had done to 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians for Iſrael's fakes, and 
all the Troubles they had undergone by the Way; 
and how the Lord had deliver'd them out of all 
of 'em; and Jethro, the Text ſays, rejoyc'd for 
| all the Goodneſs the Lord had done to //rae!, and 
Þ ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord God! now I know the 
Lord is greater than all Gods; and he ſacrificed 

there unto the Lord. 

Ch. 19. God had by many Experiments found the / 
fruaelites were a ſtubborn and rebellious People 
notwithſtanding all the Wonders He had wrought 
in their Sight in Egypt, and thoſe He had ſhewn them 
in their Journey, He found they did not yet fully 
believe Him, nor His Servant Moſes : I hey had 
hitherto recciv'd all God's Commands from him, 
| ur 
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but ſuſpected him to be a Cheat, and the Miracles Exodus 


he wrought * the Art of a Magician; that he 
pretended to deliver his own Will, as the Orders 

and Dictates of God, in order to magnifie himſelf, 
and make himſelf altogether a Prince, thar is, ab- 
ſolute and arbitrary over them. God reſolves now 
to ſpeak to them Himſelf, which He knew would 
ſo far aſtoniſh and frighten them, that they would 
make it their Requeſt to receive His Commands 
hereafter by His Servant Moſes : And to ſhew them 
the Confidence He had in Moſes, when they were 
now come to Mount Sinai, God calls him in the 
Sight of them all up to the Mountain, and bids 
him ſay thus to //rael; Ye have ſeen what I did 
to the Egyptians, and how I bare you on Eagles 
Wings, and brought you unto my felf ; now there- 
fore if ye will obey my Voice indeed, and keep 
my Covenants, ye ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure to 
me above all People ; for all the Earth is mine, and 
ye ſhall be to me a Kingdom of Priefts, a holy Na- 
tion. Having given this Charge to Moſes, God 
condeſcends to come lower down on the Mount, 
that all the People might ſee more viſibly His Might 
and Power, and ſpeak to them from thence; that 
they might hear His Voice, and believe Moſes His 
Servant for ever. by 


Here God pronounces in a terrible Voice the Ch. 20. 


ten Commandments. 'The People, unable to bear 
His Voice, are very much afrighted, and humbly 
beſeech Moſes, that he would hereafter communi- 
cate to them God's Will and Pleaſure; and that 
they might no more hear that dreadful Voice. 
Moſes tells em God came to try em, that his Fear 
might be before their Faces, that they fin nor. 


After follows the moral Law, as an Explanation Ch. zr. 


of the ten Commandments deliver'd by God to 
Moſes, and by him to the People; which favours 


ſo much of Mercy and Juſtice, .that I think it 
E 2 comes 


* 


ES 


Exodus comes very properly in to be laid before you, 


as a farther inſtance that God's Mercy is over - 
all his Works. God particularly takes care of 
Strangers, Servants, Widows and fatherleſs Chil- 
dren, and the Poor, they being commonly friend- 
lefs and helpleſs: An Hebrew Servant and his Wife 


and Children were to be ſet free in the ſeventh 


An. 


Year. . 
Thou ſnalt neither vex, ſays He, a Stranger, nor 
oppreſs him; and to ſhew that He is a Husband to 


che Widow, and a Father to the Fatherleſs, He 


— — for them, ſaying, You ſhall not aMict any 
idow or Fatherleſs Child; if you afflict them 
in any-wiſe, and they cry at all unto Me, I will 
ſurely hear their Cry: Next after the Stranger, the 


Widow and the Fatherleſs, God takes care for the 


Poor that they be not oppreſs d; if thou lend Mo- 
ney to any of my People (ſays He) that is poor 
by thee, thou ſhalt not lay on him Uſury; if thou 
take his Raiment to pledge, thou ſhalt deliver it 
to him by that the Sun goeth down; for that is 
his Covering only, it is his Raiment for his Skin: 
Wherein ſhall he ſleep? And it ſhall come to paſs 


when he crieth unto Me, I will hear, for I am 


Ch.2 3. 


gracious. And in the next Chapter he makes far- 
ther Proviſion for 'em; as alſo for the Servants, the 
Cattel and even the Land it ſelf ; Six Years ſhalt 
thou, ſays He, ſow thy Land, and gather in the 
Fruits thereof; but the ſeventh thou ſhalt let it 
reſt and lie ſtill, that the poor of thy People may 
eat. In like manner thou ſhalt deal with thy Vine- 
yard, and thy Olive-yard. Six Days thou ſhalt 
do thy Work, and on the ſeventh thou ſhalt reſt; 
that thy Ox and Aſs may reſt, and the Son of thy 
Handmaid, and the Stranger may be refreſn'd. 
Which may ſeem to prove ſufficiently the Mo- 
rality of the Command for keeping the Sabbath, 


it being for the Eaſe and neceſſary et- 
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of the Creation: His Ways are not grievous, His Fx944s 


Yoke is caſie, and His Burden is light. For their 
Incouragement to keep chearfully theſe, and the 
other Commandments of God, He tells them at 
the 20 Verſe, Behold, I fend an Angel before 
you, to keep you in the Way, and to bring you 
into the Place which I have prepared; if thou 
ſhalr obey his Voice, and do all that I ſpeak, then I 
will be an Enemy to thine Enemies, and an Ad- 
verlary to thine Adverſaries, for my Angel thall go 
before you unto the Amorites, Ec. and I will cur 
them off; and ye ſhall ſerve the Lord your God, 
and he ſhall bleſs your Bread, and your Water, 
and I will take Sickneſs away from the midſt of 

ou. There ſhall nothing caſt their Young, nor 
be barren in your Land; the number of your Days 
I will fulfil; I will ſend my Fear before you, and 
will deſtroy all the People to whom you ſhall 
come, and I will make all your Enemies turn their 
Backs to you; and I will ſend Hornets before you, 
which ſhall drive out the Canaanites, c. from be- 
fore you; I will not drive them out from before 
you in one Year, leſt the Land become deſolate, 
and the Beaſt of the Field multiply againſt you: 
By little and little, I will drive them out from 
before you, until you be increas'd, and inherit the 
Land. I will deliver the Inhabitants of the Land 
into your Hands; and ye ſhall drive them out be- 
fore you; they ſhall not dwell in your Land, leſt 
they make you ſin againſt Me; for if you ſerve 
their Gods, it will ſurely be a Snare to you. Eve- 
ry Article of the foregoing Promiſe, is an extraor- 
dinary Inſtance of God's tender Care of this Peo- 
ple, and worthy of Obſervation, and particularly 
the laſt; that He takes ſuch ſpecial Care, that they 
ſhould not be intic'd to Sin, and conſequently be 
liable to be depriv'd of the Benefit of theſe gra- 
cious Promiſes. et ee SEO TOS e 
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Exodus God had promis'd to ſend His Angel to guide 
oem in the Way they were to go; He reſolves here 
to be yet farther gracious to them, in coming to 
dwell among them, and to exhibit to their View 
a viſible local Pretence : In order thereunto, He 
ſays to Moſes, Let them make me a Sanctuary, 
that I may dwell among them, in which He (God) 
directs a Mercy-ſeat to be made, and to be plac'd 
above upon the Ark. All-the Race of Mankind 
was once ſhut up in one Ark, built as this, by 
God's own Inſtructions, which moy'd upon the 
Face of the drown'd World; and that little Epi- 
tome of the World had been ſwallow'd up, if 
God's Mercy had not been over them, and moved 
even then upon the Waters: As God did then, ſo 
now he was pleas'd to erect, not a Seat of Ju- 
- ice, but of Mercy; and tells Moſes, there I will 
meet with thee, and will commune with thee, 
from above the Mercy- ſeat, of all things, which 
I will give thee in Commandment unto the Chil- 
dren o 2 And leſt Mo/es ſhould miſtake 
His Directions, for the making the Sanctuary, and 
what belong'd to it, God cauſes a Model to be 
repreſented ro him, charging him to take care to 
make all things according to the Pattern, which 
Ch. 26. was ſhewn him in the Mount. In the 26* Chap» 
ter God repeats His Inſtructions, for placing the 
Mercy-ſeat upon the Ark of the Teſtimony in the 
moſt holy Place: To ſhew no doubt the high 
Eſteem He had of that Attribute, and the Opi- 
Ch. 27. nion He would his People ſhould have of it. In 
ſthe next Chapters God is pleaſed to give ſpecial Di- 
rections for His Service, and order how each thing 
ſhall be, leſt they ſhould commit ſome Miſtake, 

; and thereby fin and dye. | | 
Ch. 20. God tells Moſes as He had done before, at the 
24 Chapter, and repeats it again in the zot that 
He would meet with him at the Mercy-ſeat,, to 
| SG commune 


n 


commune with him in particular of Matters re- d 
lating to the People: ſo in order to own him, and 
honour him, in the ſight of the People, who 
were not to enter into the holy Place, where the 
Mercy-ſeat was; He would meet with him alſo 
at the Door of the Tabernacle of the Congrega- 
tion, to ſpeak with him there; and there, fays 
He, I will meet the Children of //ael, and the 
Tabernacle ſhall be ſanctiſied by my Glory, and I 
will ſanctifie the Tabernacle of the Congregation, 
and the Altar: I will ſanctifie allo both Aaron and 
his Sons, to miniſter to me in the Prieſt's Office, 
and I will dwell among the Children of Hfrael, and 
will be their God; and they ſhall know that 1 
am the Lord their God, that brought them out 
of the Land of Egypr, that I may dwell among 
them : I am the Lord their God. | 

God had deliver'd the Law at the 20% Chap- Ch. r. 
ter, by Word of Mouth (humanely ſpeaking) to 
the People ; bur leſt their Memories ſhould fail 
them, and the rather becauſe of the great Fright 
and Terror they were in, for the Refreſhing there- 
fore of their Memories, and the infallible Preſer- 
vation of theſe His holy Commandments, which 4 
were to be tranſmitted to Poſterity, God ingraves 
em with His own Finger on Tables of Stone, and 
delivers them to Mo/es, to be conſerv'd to their 
lateſt Poſterity, 

God had juſt now, in the 29 Chapter(as you have 
ſeep,) told Mo/es, among other moſt gracious Decla- 
rations, that the Children of 7/ael ſhould know 
that He was the Lord their God, that brought them 
out of the Land of Egypt 3 but after all the W on- 
ders He had wrought in Egypt, and Progreſs of Mi- 
racles from the time they came out from thence, 
the daily Bread and Fleſh they received immedi- 
ately from Heaven, and tho' God had fo lately 
Himſelf ſpoke to them from thence, they did not 
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Exodus yet fully know or. believe that He was the Lord 


1. 


their God, that brought them out of the Land 
of Egypt 3 for whilſt Moſes ſtaid only to receive 
the Law written by the Hand of God, they cauſe 
Aaron to make a golden Calf; and attribute to it 
the Salvation they had receiv'd: And Proclama- 
tion was made, Theſe are thy Gods, O 7/rael, that 
brought thee out of the Land of Egypi. A higher 
Provocation than this cou'd not poſſibly be given: 
If they had attributed this Honour to Moſes and 
Aaron, or either of 'em, there had been ſomething 
more of Senſe and Reaſon in it; they were the 
immediate Actors in the whole Matter, tho' 
God ſhew'd His Hand viſibly enough, by mighty 
Signs and Wonders, above the Power of Man to 
perform in their Sight: But to attribute all this 

reat Work to the Figure of a Calf, which they 
Fad ſeen made, and had contributed to, by bring- 
ing in their Ear-rings, and other Ornaments, of 
Gold; this, I fay, was the higheſt Provocation 
and Deſpite done to the Almighty Power imagi- 


nable; and might ſeem a reaſonable Provocatfon 


to Him to deſtroy them utterly ; as He propos'd 
to Moſes, to try him (as is reaſonable to think) 
for He knew what He wou'd do. Moſes knew 
very well that God was gracious and merciful, 
forgiving Iniquities, Trangreſſions and Sins, he 
therefore intercedes for the People, reminds God 
of His Promiſe to Abraham, 1/aacand Jacob. And 
the Lord repented of the Evil which He thought 
to do to his People. Tho' Moſes had thus ap- 


2 the Anger of God, he cou'd. not govern 


is own Paſſion; for, when he ſaw the Calf, his 
Anger waxed hot, and he threw the Tables of 
the Law, writ with the Finger of God, out of 
his Hand, and broke them, . "A 
Altho' God had been graciouſly pleas'd to be 
intreated not to deſtroy the People utterly, yet 


One 


. 


one wou'd have thought the Ring- leaders in this Fx 
great Rebellion ſhou'd have been puniſh'd ; but 
God ſets no Bvunds or Limits to His free Pardon, 
and Grace excepts none out of it. But Moſes, as 
inſpir'd, knew ſome Examples were neceflary z 
and order'd the Levites to ſhew their Zeal on this 
Occaſion; who flew ſome of them. | 
He does not order. them to go back again to Ch.33. 
Egypt, whoſe Gods they had choſen, but allows 
Moſes to lead them on {till towards the promis'd 
Land, renewing His former Promiſe of ſending 
His Angel before them, and of driving out the 
Canaanites, Sc. The Lord not only forgives 
Moſes for breaking the Tables, He had wrote with 
His own Finger; but ſpeaks to him Face to Face, 
the Text ſays, as a Man ſpeaks to his Friend: He 
tells him His Preſence ſhall go with him, and 
that He will give him Reſt. And Moſes ſaid to 
God, If Thy Preſence. go not with me, carry 
us not up hence : For wherein ſhall it be known 
here, that J and thy People have found Grace in 
thy Sight? Is it not in that thou goeſt with us? 
And the Lord ſaid to Moſes, I will do this thin 
that thou haſt ſpoken: For thou haſt found Grace 
in my Sight, and I know thee by Name. And 
Moſes laid, I beſeech thee ſhew me thy Glory. 
Inftead of rebuking Maſes for ſo bold a Demand, 
God fays to him, I will make all My Goodneſs 
pals before thee, and I will proclaim the Name 
of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious 
to whom I will be gracious; and will ſhew Mercy 
on whom I will ſhew Mercy. 8 | | 
God is pleas'd to write the Law a ſecond time: Ch. 34. 
And as He had promis'd, ſhews Moſes part of His 
Glogs paſſing by before him, and proclaiming, 
the Lord, the Lord God, ' merciful and gracious, 
long-ſuffering, and abundant in Goodneſs and 
Truth, keeping Mercy for thouſands, forgiving . 
| e Iniquity 
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Exodus Iniquity and Tranſgreſſion and Sin. Moſes lays 


Levit. 
of the golden Calf which the Hraelites had 


hold on this moſt gracious Enumeration of God's 
beloved and moſt favourable Attributes; and preſ- 
ſes Him to a farther Declaration, that He will 
go {till amongſt them: Which God is pleas'd to 
make accordingly, ſaying, Behold I make a Co- 
venant : before all thy People I will do Marvels, 


ſuch as have not been done in all the Earth, nor 


in any Nation : And all the Poeple among which 
thou art, ſhall ſee the Work of the Lord. Behold 
I drive out before thee, the Amorites, &c. And to 
ſhew what Security they ſhou'd live in, when 
they came to poſſeſs that Land, He orders them 
to go up thrice a Year, all the People, to Jeru- 
ruſalem, and aſſures them, none of their Neigh- 
bours ſhould then defire their Land, that is, ſhou'd 
not invade them. 


* 


SEC T. I. CHAP. I. 


CG D having given theſe full Aſſurances of 
His having remitted that great Offence 
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made, and re- inſtated them in His good Gra- 
ces and Favour; He proceeds in the farther Ex- 
planation of the Law, and lays down caſie Me- 


Ch. 4. thods for Remiſſion of Sins: If a Prieſt, a Ruler 


of the whole Congregation, or a private Perſon 
fin through Ignorance, againſt any of the Com- 
mands of God; when the Sin was known, an 
Offering was to be brought, and the Sin ſhould be 
forgiven. Whoever conſiders the Grievouſneſs of 
Sin, will think the Almighty exceeding gracious, 
who condeſcends to be appeas'd with a Lamb; 


or, if the Offender' were poor, with a pair turtle 


Ch. 5. 
» 


Doves, or young Pigeons ; and if not able to bring 
1 Them 
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| Them neither, then with a tenth part of an Epha L 
of fine Flower. Thus eaſie was God unto them 

7 in the old Law; but much more ſo to us under 

| the Goſpel; He asks no Lamb out of our Folds, 

but is pleas'd to accept, in lieu thereof, of the 
Blood of the immaculate Lamb of God once ſlain 

for us. | | | 
The Tabernacle and all its Appurtenances being Ch. 9. 
now fix'd, God is pleas'd to own the Order of | 
Prieſthood, inſtituted by Himſelf, in an extraor- 
dinary Manner; He appear'd to all the People on 

this Occaſion, and ſent down Fire from Heaven | 

to conſume the Burnt-offering, at the Inaugura- 
tion of Aaron and his Sons in the Prieſts Office. 

And the Prieſt was appointed to make an Atone- Ch. 16. 
ment, once a Year, for all the People, that _ 
might be clean from all their Sins betore the Lord. 
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Which Cuſtom is wiſely inſtituted in the Chri- 

— ſtian Church, that once a Year, at leaſt, at Eaſter, 

all Chriſtians ſhould partake of that great Sacri- 

. fice of Atonement, that foremention'd. Lamb of 
God, once offer'd up for all Mankind. 

of The Ceremony of the Inſtallation of Aaron and 

e his Sons, in the Prieſts Office, being over, He 

d W goes on with the Explanation of thé Law, and 

1- WH repeats ſomething He had order'd before, in the 

3 behalf of the Poor and Stranger. When you reap Ch. 19. 

e- the Harveſt of your Land, = He, you ſhall not 

er WW wholly reaps the Corners of your Field, neither 

n ſhall you gather the Gleaning of your Harveſt: 

n- WW And you thall not glean your Vineyard; neither 

an WO ſhall you gather every Grape of your Vineyard; 

be you {hall leave them for the Poor and the Stran- 

of ger; I am the Lord. If a Stranger ſojourn with 

15, you in your Land, you thall not vex him; the 

b; Stranger that dwells with you, he ſhall be as one 

tle born among you; and you ſhall love him as your 

vg ſelf; for you were Strangers in the Land ef E- 
0 | Spit: 


( 60 ) 

Tevit. gypt. I am the Lord your God. To this may be 
refer'd, as the Explanation hereof, the Precept 
given afterwards by our Saviour; W hatſoever ye 

| would that Men ſhould do unto you , do ye even 

| | ſo to them, for this is the Law and the Pro- 

| phets, Matth. 7. v. 12. _ | t 


| Ch.25, The former Direction about the Land having its 
l Sabbath every yt Year, is here repeated, and en- 
1 larg'd on; with the Reaſon; that the Poor and 
Stranger may cat the produce of that Year with 
thee : And every Fiftieth Year was to be a Ju- 
bilee; no Man, not even the Proprietor himlelt, 
or other particular Perſon, was to reap that which 
2 2 of it ſelf (for that Vear they were not to 
ſow) God ſow'd for the Poor and Stranger: Nor 
were they to gather the Grapes that grew with- 
out cultivating, or Husbandry; and that Year 
every Man was to return to the Inheritance of his 
Fathers. No Bodies Unthriftineſs, Il|-husbandry, 
or Misfortune was to affect him and his Family 
for ever, the Land was to return to the old Pro- 
prietor at the end of Fifty Years. 
To prevent all Frauds in Buying and Selling, In 
5 which is a kind of Unmercifulneh to ones Neigh- 
bour, God commands, If thou ſell ought to thy J 
Neighbour, or buyeſt of him, thou ſhalt not op- y 
h 
t! 
V 


__4y . 2 


preſs him, ye ſnall not oppreſs one another; but 

thou ſhalt fear thy God, I am the Lord thy God. 

Ye ſhall do my Statutes, and keep my Judgments, | 
and dwell in that Land ſafely, and the Land ſhall ir 
yield her Fruit, and ye ſhall eat your fill, and WM... 
dwell therein in Safety. * 
And that they might not grumble at the Provi- n. 
ſion made by God for the Poor and Stranger, as MW 
aforeſaid, in regard they were to gather what 9 
grew on the Land every ſeventh Year, God ſays, . 
1 will command my Bleſſing on you in the fixth If 5, 
Year, and it ſhall bring forth Fruit for three Foo 
„ | 10 
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You ſee the Proviſion God made for thoſe that ate Levi. 


charitable, that is, merciful to the Poor and Stran- 
er; that the ſame Land, the ſame Seed, the ſame 
| abcki ſhould produce the Fruit of three Years, 
in lieu of that Year, whereof the Poor and Stran- 
ger were to have the Benefit. | 
Here follows a farther Proviſion for the Poor; 
If thy Brother, ſay He, be waxen poor, and fal- 
len in decay with thee, thou ſhalt relieve him 
and not only thy Brother, that is thy own Coun- 
trey- man; yea, tho', ſays He, He be a Stranger, 
or Sojourner, that he may live with thee ;z take 
thou no Uſury of him, or Increaſe, but fear th 
God, that thy Brother may live with thee. He 
repeats it again, Thou ſhalt not give him thy Mo- 
ney upon Uſury, nor lend him thy Victuals for 
Increaſe. If thy Brother be waxen poor, and be 
ſold to thee, -thou ſhalt not compel him to ſerve 
as a Bond-man , but as a hired Servant and So- 
journer, and that only till the Year: of Jubilee; 


thou ſhalt not rule over him with Rigor; but fear 
thy God. 


miſes, to encourage the Performance of them. If 
you walk in my Statutes, and keep my Command- 
ments, and do them, ſays God, then J will give 
you Rain in due Seaſon, and the Land ſhall yield 
her Increaſe, and the Trees of the Field ſhall yield 
their Fruit, and your Thraſhing ſhall reach to the 


Vintage, and the Vintage ſhall reach till the Sow- 


ing timez and ye ſhall eat your Bread to the full, 
and dwell in your Land fately ; and I will give 
Peace in your Land, and ye ſhall lie down, and 
none ſhall make you afraid; and I will rid evil 
Beaſts out of the Land; neither ſhall the Sword - 
go through the Land, and you ſhall chaſe your 
Enemies, and they ſhall fall before you by the 
Sword: Five of you ſhall chaſe a Hundred, and a 
| | Hundred 


The Commands are uſually intermix'd with Pro- Ch. 26. 
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Tevit. Hundred of you ſhall put Ten Thoufand to flight; 


and your Enemies ſhall fall before you by the 
Sword: For I will have Reſpect unto you, and 
make you fruitful, and multiply and eftabliſh my 


Covenant with you; and you ſhall eat the old 
Store, and bring forth the old, becauſe of the 


new: And I will ſet my Tabernacle among you, 
and my Soul | ſhall not abhor you: And I will 
walk among you, and be your God, you ſhall be 
my People. And when they ſhall have fin'd, and 
been puniſh'd by all the Plagues that are here 
reckon'd, and carried out of their Land, if they 
ſhall confeſs their er Ur the Iniquity of their 
Fathers, c. If then th 

be humbled, and they then accept of the Puniſh- 
ment of their Iniquity; then will I remember my 
Covenant with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, and 1 
will remember the Land, I will not caſt them a- 
way, neither will I abhor them, to deſtroy them 
utterly, and to break my Covenant with them; for 
Fam the Lord their God: But I will for their 
fakes remember the Covenant of their Anceſtors. 


. 
— 


SECT. I. CHAP. IV. 


xaos TYAVING thus declar'd fo many gracious 


Promiſes, God proceeds in the Promulga- 
tion of the Moral Law, c. He now takes No- 
tice of a Caſe very uneaſie and afflicting to Man- 
kind, that is, to ſuch of them as are married: No 
State of Life is ſo uneaſie and irkſom as that of 
being in doubt, eſpecially in relation to the Fide- 


lity of ones Wife: God therefore provides in His 


great Mercy for the Caſe of Jealouſie, as well for the 
Satisfaction of the Husband as of the Wife, if ſhe 
be innocent: That the Truth of the Matter ma) 
appear, ſhe is to be charg'd by an Oath; _ 1 
| oun 
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found guilty, to become a Curſe among the Peg- Numb: 
plee; if innocent, to be reſtor'd to the perſect Ch. 5. 
Love of her Husband. 
Here the Form of Bleſſing is preſcrib'd, by Ch. 6. 
which the Prieſt ſhould bleſs the People, vis. 
The Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee; the Lord 
make his Face to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee z the Lord lift up his Countenance up- 
on thee, and give thee Peace. And they ſhall put 
my Name, ſays God, upon the Children of //ael, 
and J will bleſs them. x 

To the end that they might ſhew their Truſt Ch. ro. 
and Confidence in God, they were to give a Sig- 
nal when they were in imminent Danger; and then 
God promiſes them to ſhew His Readineſs to aſſiſt 
and defend them. Gti: 

If you go out to War, ſays He, in your Land 
againſt your Enemy that oppreſſeth you, then you 
ſhall blow an Alarm with the Trumpet, and ye 
ſhall be remember'd before the Lord your God, 
and ye ſhall be ſav'd from your Enemies. | 

God had promis'd to go along with them; Here 
it is remark'd, that they departed from the Mount 
of the Lord (Mount Sinai) three Days Journey, 
and the Ark of the Covenant (the local Prefence 
of God) went before them in, the Three Days 
Journey, to ſearch out a re Place for them: 

It found indeed a refting Place for theit Bodies, 
wearied with Travel, but not for their reſtleſs 
Minds; for here they murmur againſt God: 
Who to put them in Mind of their Duty, and in 
Remembrance of the Wonders He had wrought a- 
mong them; as He had ſent down Fire in their Ch. rr. 
Sight to conſume the Sacrifice (by which He own'd 
and aſſerted the Authority of His Prieſts) here He 
ſends it down again to aflert and vindicate the Au- 
thority of Moſes, His Servant, and their Prince, 
which deſtroy d fome of them, for Examples to 
| the 
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Numb. the teſt, (which is a merciful Proceeding, leſt they 
ſhould all periſh.) This Fire is — 2 by the 
Heat of Moſes's Zeal, who interceeds for the Peq- 

ple. Such an Act of Clemency in God, and Mo- 

ſes, does not hinder, but they ſoon murmur again; 
Moſes, tho' the meekeſt of all Men, as the Spirit 
F of God teſtifies, grows weary of the Government 
l that is, of exerciſing it alone in his own Perſon. 
| God Almighty (whoſe Yoke is eaſie, and whoſe 
Burthen is light,) upon Aſaſes's Application to Him, 

_ conſents that Seventy of the Elders of the People 
mould be ſubſtituted to aſſiſt him: But to ſhew 
from whence they were to derive their Power, He 
does not give them immediately of His own Spirit 
or Honour to inveſt them in, and qualify them 
for this Station of Judicature, leſt they ſhould pre- 
tend to an Equality with Mo/es ; but takes of the 
Spirit and Honour of Moſes, and puts it on them. 
Kings have a particular Spirit and Honour beſtow'd 
on them by God (as will be ſeen hereafter in the 
Caſe of Saul, on his Election to be King) all ſub- 
ordinate Magiſtrates have only Participation of 
their Spirit, Honour and Authority, to enable 
them to execute their Charges under them. Tho 
Moſes had wrought by Power given him from God 
all the * „ yet ſeeing the conti- 
nued Rebellions and Murmurings of this People, 
his Meekneſs, and his Patience are tir'd out, and 
what they now demand, ſeem'd to him unreaſon- 
able, if not impoſſible. They had murmur'd for 
Bread, and had daily Bread given them from Hea- 
ven; they had murmur'd tor Drink, and the 
ſtanding Rock had prov'd a flowing Stream; but 
now they demand Fleſh : He ſeems to doubt how 
this could be effected; he queſtions how Fleſh 
could be found for ſo great a Multitude ſaying, 
Shall the Flocks and Herds be {lain for them? or 
ſhall the Fiſh of the Sea be gather'd together fot 


them, 
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* 84 A H<+> a. tld yo — pY a 


(65 


them, to ſuffice em. This ſhew'da Diffidence of Numb. 


God's Power, or Will to ſupply their Wants; 
which God however no otherwiſe reſents, than 
by expoſtulating with him in a friendly manner 
for God diſcours'd with him as a Man does with 
his Friend, as you have heard before) ſaying to 
Moſes, Is the Loml's Hand wax'd ſhort? thou 
ſhalt ſee now, whether my Word ſhall come to 
pals to thee or not. And God brought Quails 
from the Sea, a Days Journey round about the 
Camp, and two Cubits high trom the Earth. 


Moſes that had been ſo affected with the Peo- Ch. 12: 


ples Murmurings againſt him,has much more reaſon 
to be troubled, and alarm'd now, when thoſe of 
his own Houſe riſe up againſt him. God had, as 
it may ſeem, a Mind to mortify him for his Un- 
belief, in reference to His being able to ſupply the 
People with Fleſh, and ſuffers his own Fleſh and 
Blood to rebel againſt him; for now Aaron and 
Miriam murmur againſt him, as the People had done 
but God, who thinks fit to vindicate his own Au- 
thority inthe Perſon of his Servant, viſibly puniſhes, 
Miriam the Niece of Moſes, who ow'd him a double 
Duty and Reverence, more than a common Subject, 
on that account ; reſerving Aaron (who was his 
own immediate High-Prieſt, and whoſe Reputation 
was more to be reſpected with the People) for fu- 
ture Puniſhment. Miriam is ſtruck with a Lepro- 
fie : notwithſtanding her Relation to the Prince, 
Moſes, and the High-Prieſt her Father, ſhe muſt 
have a Mark of Diſgrace. She is baniſh'd out of the 
Camp for ſeven Days, and then reſtor'd to Health, 
and to the Family, at the Interceſſion of Moſes. 
A light Puniſhment for ſo great an Offence. 


They were now come near the Promis'd Land: Ch. 13; 


and Moſesaccording to good Policy, ſends forth 
a certain number of Perſons, as Spies, to diſcover 
the Countrey, and bring him an Account what 


they 


Numb. 
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they found: that he might the better take his 


Meaſures. The greater part of thoſe that were 
ſent make a dreadful Report of the Numbers and 


Strength of the People, in order to terrify and 


diſhearten their Brethren, from attempting to in- 
vade them; only Joſhua and Caleb, two of them 
that wereſent, make a faithful Report, and encou- 
rage the People to go on. But the ill intention'd 
diſloyal Spyes are the more popular, and prevail 
with the People to murmur againſt God, Moſes, 


and Aaron; they are for caſting off all the three; 


for ſtoning Joſbua and Caleb, and making a Cap- 
tain over them, and returning back into Egypr. 
God is ſo ſenſible of their repeated Rebellion, that 


He moſt pathetically reſents it, ſaying, How lon 


will this People provoke me? and how long wall 
it be, &er they believe me, for all the Signs that 
I have ſhew'd among them? and tells Moſes 
(as He, had done upon their making the Calf) that 
He would utterly deſtroy them; that He would 
ſmite them with the Peſtilence, and diſinherit 
them ; and would make of him a greater Nation, 
and mightier than they. Moſes intercedes now, 
as he did then: I beſeech thee, ſays he, let the 
Power of my Lord be great (ſuppoſe in ſuffering 
his Mercy to overcome his Juſtice)- he puts God in 
mind of the Atrributes He had publiſh'd of Him- 
ſelf, when He-paſs'd by him, in order to ſhew 
him ſome part of his Glory, viz: The Lord is 
Long-ſuffering, and of great Mercy, forgivin 

Iniquity and Tranſgreſſion. Pardon, I beſeec 

thee, ſays he, the Iniquity of this People, accord- 


ing to the Greatneſs of thy Mercy, and as Thou 
| haſt forgiven this People from Egypt even until 


now. And the Lord ſaid, I have pardon'd, ac- 
cording to thy Word. God hereby ſufficiently ju- 
ſtifies his Title to the afore-mention'd gracious 


Attributes; He is no ſooner intreated , but He 


grants 


\ 
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rarits a general Pardon for this great Offence; on NU 


the ſole Requeſt of Moſes; to whom the People 
had this new Obligation added to the former; 
they were every Man in particular oblig'd to him, 
next to God Almighty, not only for their Liberty 
in being deliver'd from the Slavery of Egypt, bur 
for their Lives, which he had now twice ſav'd, 


by interceding in their Behalf, when God had de- 


nounc'd their utter Deſtruction ; and Mo/es might 
not only have ſurviv'd, but been the Father and 
Original of a run and mightier Nation, as God 
had twice offer'd him. But ſee with what baſe 


Ingratitude they repay his Kindneſs and Tender- 
neſs towards them; they were no ſooner deliver'd - 


from this imminent Danger, bur they rebell againſt 


him, and Aaron. Korah, Dathan, Abiram and On Ch. 16. 


(four chief Princes and popular Men) head the 
People, and gather the whole Congregation a- 
gainſt Moſes and Aaron ; they tell them they take 
too much upon them; they tax Moſes with ha- 
ving a Deſign to make himſelf abſolute, and exer- 
ciſe an arbitrary Power over them. God eſpou- 
ſes the Quarrel of his Miniſters, and bids Moſes 
and Aaron withdraw themſelves from the People, 
that He might deſtroy them all in a Moment. 
What Mediator can they now expect? they had 


put the higheſt perſonal Aﬀronts on Moſes and 


Aaron. However Moſes imitates his Great Maſter, 
in readily forgiving his Part, and intercedes again 
- with God to pardon the Offence done againſt his 
Authority. Their frequent Rebellions requir'd 
that ſome Examples ſhould be made, to terrific 


others from the like Offence. God hears Moſes at 


this Time alſo, for the Generality of the People; 


but the chief Ringleaders of the Rebellion, Korah 


Dathan and Abiram, with their Families, are ſwal- 
low'd up by the Earth, and go down alive into 


the Pit. The 1570 Princes that preſum'd to in- 


F 2 trude 


mb. 


. 
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trude themfelves into the Prieſt's Office, without 
being call'd by God, as was Aaron, kindle a Fire 
which conſum'd themſelves, and the Incenſe they 
ſacrilegiouſly offer'd: the reſt of the People are 
ſpar d. Thus often pardon'd, they were the 


more harden'd: for the very next Day they rebell 


again; and tax Moſes and Aaron (their temporal 


Saviours and Redeemers) with deſtroying the Peo- 
ple of the Lord (whom they had ſo often preſery'd 
from Deſtruction.) The Lord commands Moſes 


and Aaron to get up from among them, as He had 


done the Day before, that He might deſtroy them 
in a Moment; and immediately before Moſes could 
again intercede, the Anger of God prevented him 
for the Plague was already broken out among them: 


which Moſes perceiving, haſtens Aaron away to 


to himſelf, and his 


Ch. 17. 


make. an Atonement for them. Aaron runs into 
the midſt of them with a Cenſer and Incenſe on 
it, ſtanding between the Living and the Dead; 


and the Lord was intreated, and the Plague' was 


ſtaid. | | 
The chief Pretence of the late Rebellion had 


been on account of the Prieſthood, the chief Prin- 


ces of all the Tribes, 'and Ar of the Tribe 
of Levi, pretending they were all ſanctified, and 
had an equal Right to draw near to God, and that 
Aaron uſurp'd, in ue that high Office 

amily only. God, in order 
to put an end to any farther Diſpute of that ſort, 
reſolves by an extraordinary Miracle to demon- 
ſtrate his Choice of Aaron and his Family to ſerve 
in the Prieſthood. He appoints the Princes of 


each of the twelve Tribes to bring a Rod, and to 


write the Name of that Tribe of which he was 
Head, upon it, and Aaron to bring the Rod for 
the Tribe of Levi; the Rods are laid up before the 


Lord, and the next Day they are brought out in 
the Sight of all the People; at which time they 


perceiv'd 


V 
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perceiv'd that Aaron's Rod budded , and brought Numb. 


forth Budds, bloom'd Bloſſoms, and yielded Al 


monds ; the other Rods remaining as when laid up: 


whereby God having ſhewn whom he had cho- 
ſen, order'd Aaron's Rod to be laid up as a Te- 


ſtimony againſt the Rebels, that their Murmuring 


might ceaſe, And farther to own Aaron, and the Ch. 18. 


Tribe of Levi as His Officers ; and to ſhew their 
immediate Dependence on Him, He tells Aaron, 
that he and the Levites ſhould have no other In- 


| heritance; I am, ſays He, thine Inheritance. 
As the People of //rae] proceed on their Journey Chao. 


in the Wilderneſs, they come again to want Wa- 
ter; and the Rock being ſtruck again, with the 
Rod of God, as formerly, burſts out into flowing 
Streams. A Rock far more tender than the Heart 
of that People, which ſtill obdurate, reſiſted as 
well the Strokes of God's Juſtice, as thoſe of His 
repeated Mercies and Forgiveneſs, which ſhould 
{trike more deeply into a generous Spirit. Here 
tollows however a Recognition of God's Kindneſs 
to them, as far upwards as His delivering them 
from their former Slavery and Bondage: When 
we cried unto the Lord, He heard our Voice, and 
ſent His Angel, and hath brought us forth out 


of Egypt. Soon after this, Arad King of Canaan Ch. zr. 


came out againſt them witha mighty Force: when 
they ſee the preſent Danger, they call to Mind 
what great Things God had done for them; they 
apply themſelves to Him, and make Vows, He 
that is more ready to hear, than they to pray, 
grants their Requeſt, and delivers the Canaanites 
into their Hands. They had no ſooner receiv'd 
this ſignal Deliverance, but they return to their 
natural 'Temper, they ſpeak againſt God, and a- 
gainſt Moſes ; they loath the Manna, Mighting it, 
and calling it light, and demand more ſubſtantial 
Bread. God's Indignation is kindied againſt em, 

| : My ; and 


Numb. 
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and he ſends fiery Serpents among them. When 


they find they are bitten, they are prick'd in their 
Conſciences, and tell Moſes they have ſinn'd, de- 


firing him to pray for them. Which he does ac- 
cordingly : and is order'd by God to make a Ser- 
pent of Braſs, and ſet it up in the Camp; that as 
many as were bitten by the fiery Serpents, and 
look'd up to it, might be healed: A viſible Type 
of Chriſt, who being thus lifted up, was to heal 
us of that Wound all Mankind had receiv'd from 
the old Serpent in Paradiſe. 

Balak: the King of Moab, ſeeing ſo great a 
Multitude approaching his Borders, and hearing 
by what extraordinary and miraculous Ways they 
had been brought out of Egypt, and ſuſtain'd in 
their long March thro' the Wilderneſs, and what 
they had done ro the Canaanites; deſpairing by 
Force, or any human Means to defend himſelf and 
his Countrey againſt them, has recourfe to In- 
chantments; and hires Balaam, who was a Prophet 
(or as ſome think a Conjurer) to curſe them; being 
inform'd that they whom he curs'd, were curs'd 
and they whom he bleſs'd, were bleſs'd. Balaam 
mov'd by his Covetouſneſs and Ambition, tho? for- 
bidden at firſt by God, to go on that odious Er- 
rand; has ſtill an Inclination to gratity his vile Paſ- 


ſions. Gad ſeems at laſt to allow him to follow his 


own Fancy, permitting him to go with the Meſ- 
ſenger of Bala. but places an Angel in the Way 
to lay him. However in Mercy reſolving to 
ſpare him for ſome Time longer, permits the dumb 
Beaſt to reprove and rebuke the Madneſs of the 
Prophet ; nevertheleſs to ſhew the Power He had 
to over-rule and reftrain Balaam; and how un- 
changeable He was in his Decrees, and ſtedfaſt in 
1 Keſolmion of protecting of his People; tho! 
He allow'd Balaam to proceed in his Journey 
(which he docs accordingly , and uſes all * 
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and Charms to gratify Balak, or rather his own Numb. 


Covetouſneſs and Ambition,) He does not allow 
him to utter any thing to the Prejudice of his 
Choſen Ones. So that inſtead of curſing 1/ael, 
he bleſſeth them altogether, and gives Glory to 
God; confeſſing God is not a Man that He ſhould 
lye, neither the Son of Man, that He ſhould 
repent : hath He ſaid, and ſhall He not do it? or 
hath He ſpoken, and ſhall He not make it good? 
He hath not beheld Iniquity in Jacob, neither hath 
He ſeen Perverſneſs in Hrael; the Lord his God is 
with him (which God himſelf confirms in the 
25 Chapter; faying, I the, Lord dwell among 
the Children of //rae/) His Mercy had interpos'd 
as a thick Cloud, between His Jultice, and their 
Iniquities, which cover'd a Multitude of Sins, 
Murmurings, Rebellions, and Mutinies. He has 
blotted out the Hand- writing that was againſt 
them; their Sins and Iniquities He remembers no 
more. 


SECT. I. CHARN 
H E Book of Deuteronomy 


ins with a 


forget God, and the wondrous things He had done 
for them, even as ready as He was to forget their 
Iniquities, Tranſgreſſions, and Sins; he therefore 
being to take his Leave of them, and deſigning to 
give them a Repetition of the Laws and Statutes 
they were to keep and obſerve ; the better to in- 
cline them to the Obſervance thereof, puts them 
in the firſt place in Mind of the great Things God 
had done for them, which intituled Him to expect 
a readier Compliance to what He commanded ther. 

T4 Amongſt 


Recapitulation of God's Mercies to his Peo- Deut. 
ple. Moſes was ſenſible how ready they were to Ch. r. 


Deut. 


(72 ) 


Amongſt other Things, he reminds them of what 
happen'd to them in the Wilderneſs ; where, ſays 


he, thou haſt ſeen how that the Lord thy God 


bare thee, as a Man doth bear his Son, in all the 
Way that ye went, until ye came to this Place; 
Who went in the Way before you, to ſearch you 
out a Place to pitch your Tents in, in a Fire by 
Night to ſhew you by what Way ye ſhould go, 
and in a Cloud by Day. 

Tho' God had made Choice of Abraham's Seed 
by Jſaac, and that Branch of LJaac's Seed which 
deſcended of Jacob, yet He had been graciouſly 
pleaſed to promiſe, He would make a great Na- 
tion of 1/mael, Abraham's Son by Hagar. He had 
alſo a Conſideration for the Poſterity of Lot; and 
tho' E/au had ſold his Birth-right, and the princi- 
pal Bleſſing of /aas deſcended on Jacob, yet God 
did not altogether remove His Mercy trom him, 
and his Seed; there was a ſecond Bleſſing, or youn- 

er Brother's Portion (for ſo he was become by 


| ſelling his Birth-right) reſery'd for him: God had 


not forgotten to be gracious even to thoſe People 
who had forgotten him. He here tells rhe //ra- 


' #lites they were to pals through the Coaſt of their 


Brethren, the Children of &/au, which dwelt in 
S$eir : Take good heed, ſays He, unto your ſelves, 
meddle not with them, for I will not give you of 
their Land, no not fo much as a Foots-breadth, be- 


cauſe I have given Mount Seir unto Eſau for a 


Poſſeſſion: Ye ſhall buy Meat of them for Mo- 
ney, that ye may eat; ye ſhall alſo buy Water of 
them for Money, that ye may drink: for the 
Lord thy God hath bleſs'd thee, in all the Works 
of thy Hand; He knows thy walking through this 

reat Wilderneſs; theſe forty Years the Lord thy 
God hath been with thee, thou haſt lack'd nothing. 

He adds, Diſtreſs not the Moabites, neither con- 
tend with them in Battel; for I will not give "_ 
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of their Land for a Poſſeſſion; becauſe I have peu. 


given Ar unto the Children of Lot fora Poſſeſſion. 
When thou comeſt over againſt the Children of 
Ammon, diſtreſs them not, neither meddle with 
them: for I will not give thee of the Land of the 
Children of Ammon any Poſſeſſion ; becauſe I have 

iven it to the Children of Lot for a Poſſeſſion. 
For they were alſo, of the Children of Lot, as 
were the Moabites. 

As God had remembred Abraham, when He 
purpos'd to deſtroy Sodom and the Cities of the 
Plain, and ſav'd Lot out of the Deſtructian which 
fell on thoſe Cities; ſo here propoſing to deſtroy 
the Amorites, &c. He remembers Lot's Children, 
and orders them to be preſerv'd from the Deſtru- 
ction which was to fall on thoſe Nations, near 
whom they dwelt: the Children of //ae} were 
not to invade them; they were not to take free 
Quarters in their Countrey; they were to paſs on 
their Feet through their Borders : and to pay for 
the Proviſions they had from them; even for the 
Water they ſhould drink. Now they might be 
ſupply'd by ordinary Means; the extraordinary 
ones ( Miracles) therefore ceas'd, which were 
daily wrought among them, till ſuch times as they 
could be otherwiſe help'd , or deliver'd; or for 
the greater Manifeſtation of God's Power and 
Glory. Which ſhews that we are to ule all pro- 


per human Means in our Neceſſities, 'or Diſtreſs; 


and not expect Miracles; which God will how- 
ever work, when He ſees them abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for our Deliverance. 

Moſes goes on with his Recapitulation of God's 
Mercies, putting them in Mind of the Victories 
He had already given them, particularly againſt 
the Canaarites there was not, ſays He, one City 
too ſtrong for us, the Lord our God deliver'd all 
unto us, Cc. God having determin'd that Moſes 
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ſhould not paſs over Jordan into the Promis'd Land 
however to gratify his Curioſity, is pleas'd to pro- 
miſe him he thould, before he died, take a View 
of that good Land. Being duly ſenſible of the 
Goodneſs of God to himſelf, he goes on to give 
the People more and more the ſame Senſe of it, 
that he himſelf had: What Nation is there, ſays 
he, that hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord 
our God is in all things that we call upon Him 
for? This he tells them, as well to put them in 
Remembrance of paſt Deliverances, as to incite 
them, on like Occaſions, to apply themſelves to 
God: For he being a Prophet, acquaints them, 


that for the Idolatry which he foreſaw they 


would fall into, they ſhould be ſcatter'd among 

the Nations: But if from thence, ſays he, thou 
ſhalt ſeek the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt find Him, 
if thou ſeek Him with all thy Heart; when thou 
art in Tribulation, and all theſe things are come 


on thee, even in the later Days, if thou turn unto 
the Lord thy God, and ſhalt be obedient unto His 


Voice, (for the Lord thy God is a merciful God) 


He will not forſake thee, nor deſtroy thee, nor 


forget the Covenant of thy Fathers which He 


{ware unto them. Out of Heaven He made thee 


to hear His Voice that He might inſtruct thee; 
and upon Earth He ſhew'd thee His great Fire, 
and thou heardſt his Words out of the midſt of 
the Fire; and becauſe He lov'd thy Fathers, there- 


fore He choſe their Seed after them, and brought 


them out in His Sight, by His mighty Power out 
of Egypt, to drive out Nations from before thee, 
greater and mightier than thou art; to bring thee 
in to give thee their Land for an Inheritance: 
know therefore this day, and conſider it in thy 
Heart, that the Lord He is God in Heaven above, 

and upon the Earth beneath. Ag 
And for a farther Demonſtration how far Gog' 
ercy 


1 
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Mercy exceeds His Juſtice, he intimates what God Deut. 
Himſelf had ipſinuated to them, when He deli- | 
ver'd the Ten Commandments z viſiting, ſays he, Ch. 5. 
the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Children (who 
follow the Iniquity of their Fathers) only to the 
| third and fourth Generation of them that hate me, 
but ſhewing Mercy to thouſands (of Generations) 
of them that love me, and keep my Command- 
ments. The Command of keeping the Sabbath as 
a Day of Reſt, is re-inforc'd with the Reaſon of 
it, to ſhew its Morality, and perpetual Obligation, 
as being a Command of Mercy : The ſeventh Day, 
ſays he, is the Sabbath of the Lord, in it thou 
ſhalt not do any Work, thou, nor thy Son, thy 
Daughter, thy Man Servant, and thy Maid Ser- 
vant, Stranger, Cattel, Cc. that thy Man- Servant, 
and thy Maid-Servant may reſt as well as thou: 
The Repoſe of the whole Creation is provided for, 
His Mercy being over all His Works. | 
God, who deſires not the Death of a Sinner, 
but rather that he may amend his Ways and live; 
falls out here into a moſt affectionate, pathetical 
and merciful Exclamation or Expreſſion of His ten- 
der Loving-kindneſs to Mankind: O! ſays God, 
that there were ſuch a Heart in them, that they 
would fear Me, and keep all my Commandments 
always; that it might be well with them, and . 
with their Children for ever. 
Moſes goes on in preſſing them to the Duty of Ch. 6. 
It Gratitude for the Mercies they had and ſhould re- 
I ceive at God's Hands; And it ſhall be, ſays he, 
b, when the Lord thy God hath brought thee into 
< the Land, which He ſware unto thy Father, to 
1 Abraham, to Jſaac, and to Jacob, to give thee 
y great and goodly Cities, which thou buildeſt not, 
and Houſes full of all good things, which thoy 
filledſt not, and Wells digg'd, which thou-dig- 
gedſt not; Vineyards and Olive-trees which thou 
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(76) 
plantedſt not; when thou ſhalt have eaten, and 


art full, then beware left thou forget the Lord 
which brought thee out of the Land of Egypr 


- from the Houſe of Bondage. The Lord thy God 


hath choſen thee to be a ſpecial People to Himſelf, 
above all People on the Face of the Earth ; the 
Lord did not ſet his Love on you, or chooſe you, 
becauſe you were more in number than other Peo- 
ple, for ye were the feweſt of all People ; but be- 
cauſe the Lord loved you, and would keep the 
Oath which He had ſworn to your Fathers. Know 
therefore, that the Lord thy God He is God, the 
faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and Mercy 
with them that love Him, and keep His Com- 
mandments, to a thouſand Generations. And left 
they, or any ſhould object the ſeveral Inſtances of 
Puniſhments, Juſtice and Judgments, which might 


be given to the leſſening or e $+ this high 
Attribute of Mercy; He ſays, 


nſider in thy 
Heart, that as a Man chaſteneth his Son (whom 
he loveth) ſo the Lord thy God (in Love and 


Mercy) chaſteneth thee: and then he goes on as 


before; when thou haſt eaten, and art full, then 
thou ſhalt bleſs the Lord thy God, for the good 
Land which He hath given thee ; beware that 
thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keep- 
ing His Commands, and His Judgments ; leſt 
when thou haſt eaten, and art full, and haſt built 

oodly Houſes, and dwelt therein; and when thy 

erdsand thy Flocks multiply, and thy Silver and 
thy Gold, and all thou hait is multiplied, then 
thy Heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord 
thy God, who hath done fo great things for thee, 
who alſo humbled thee, that He might do thee 
good at thy latter End : And thou fay inthy Heart, 
my Power, and the Might of my Hand hath got 
me this Wealth: but thou ſhalt remember the 
Lord thy God; for it is He that giveth thee Power 
bf + mamas to 
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to get Wealth: Speak not thou in thy Heart, Deut. 
gyng, for my Righteouſneſs, the Lord hath Ch. 9 


brought me in to poſſeſs this Land. 

Having thus repeated, and inculcated into them 
the Mercies of God; and that it was He that did 
all theſe Things for them: he puts them in Mind 
what Return they are to make to God, and what 


it is which God expects from them, for all theſe Ch. ro. 


Things. And now O 1ſfael, ſays he, what does 
the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the 
Lord thy God, to walk in His Ways, to love 
Him, and to ſerve the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart, and with all thy Soul. And farther to 
reſs on them this Duty of Gratitude, he adds, 
hold the Heaven is the Lord's, the Earth alſo 
and all therein (He could have choſen other Na- 
tions) only the Lord had a Delight in thy Fathers 
to love them; and He choſe their Seed, even you 
above all People. He doth execute the Judgment 
of the Fatherleſs and Widow, and loveth the 
Stranger, in giving him Food and Raiment; love 
ye therefore the Stranger. Thou ſhalt fear the 
Lord thy God, Him ſhalt thou ſerve, and to Him 
ſhalt thou cleave : He is thy Praiſe, and He is thy 
God that hath done for thee theſe Things: Thy 
Fathers went into Egypt Seventy Perſons, and now 
the Lord hath made thee as the Stars of Heaven 
for Multitude. | 
Moſes ſeeks all manner of Arguments to incite: 
them to the Love of God, and to Thankfulneſs 


for His Mercies to them: He tells them here, Ch. rr: 


the Land that they go to poſſeſs, is not a dry 
patrons Land, like Egypt, which ſtands in Need of 
ing overflow'd by the Rivers, it drinks Water 
of the Rain of Heaven, a Land which the Lord 
thy God careth for, the Eyes of the Lord thy 
God are always upon it, from the Beginning of 
the Year, even to the End of the Year. It ſhall 
come 


(78) | 

Dent. come to pals, if ye hearken diligently to my Com- 
mand (ſpeaking 1n the Perſon of God) to love the 
Lord your God, and to ſerve Him with all your 
Heart, and with all ver Soul, that I will give 
you the Rain of the Land in its due Seaſon, the 

rſt Rain, and the latter Rain, that thou mayeſt 
gather in thy Corn, thy Wine and thy Oyl ; I 
will ſend Graſs in thy Fields for thy Cattel, that 
thou mayeſt cat and be full. 

Theſe were the Bleſſings they were to expect, 
in caſe of Obedience, and of a dutiful Return for 
God's Love and Kindneſs to them : Bur in Regard 
that, unleſs Judgment were mix'd with Mercy, 
Mankind in general, and this People in particular, 
would be apt to grow fat and kick, he tells them 
how that God would uſe on Occaſion other Me- 
thods to reduce them to Obedience; but upon 

Ch. 13. their Application to Him, He would turn from 
the Fierceneſs of His Anger, and ſhew Mercy to 
them, and have Compaſhon on them; when thou 
ſhalt hearken to the Voice of the Lord thy God, 
to keep all His Commands, - and to do that which 
is right in the Sight of the Lord thy God. 

Ch. 14. He intermixes Exhortations and Commands; 
and mentions here a particular Order againſt ſeeth- 
ing the Kid in its Mother's Milk; to ſhew them 
they were to do nothing that had the Appearance 
of Cruelty, or Unkindneſs; as if it were unnatu- 
ral to make the Mother's Milk, which was given 
to feed, nouriſh and comfort the young one, be- 
come the Inſtrument of its Deſtruction and Diſſo- 
lation. And to ſhew farther that His Commands 
were not grievous; whereas they were order'd to 
carry their Tythes to the Place God ſhould chooſe 
for His Worſhip: He tells them, if it were too 
far off, then they might turn it into Money, and 
gothither, and buy whatever they liked beſt, and 
eat it before the Lord; and rejoyce, they Wy 

their 


e (79) | 
their Houſhold. At the end of three Years, they Deut. 
were to bring forth their Tythe; and the Levite, - 
and the Stranger, the Fatherleſs and Widow were 
to come and to eat of it, and be ſatisfied. 
You ſee how often in this Explanation or Repe- 
tition of the Law, God has made proviſion for 
the Poor, the Stranger, Fatherleſs and Widow; 
He ſtill remembers them on all Occaſions : Every Ch. 15. 
ſeven Years there was to be a Releaſe of Money 
lent : And thou ſhalt not harden thy Heart to thy 
poor Brother; but thou ſhalt open thy Hand wide 
to him, and ſhalt ſurely lend him ſufficient for 
his Need, in that which he wanteth : Beware that 
there be not a Thought in thy wicked Heart, ſay- F4 
ing, the ſeventh Year, the Year of Releaſe is at 
hand; and thine Eye be evil againſt thy poor Bro- 
ther, and thou giveſt him Naught, and he cry un- 
to the Lord againſt thee, and it be Sinunto thee? 
Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, and thy Heart ſhall 
not be grieved u hen thou giveſt unto him; be- 
cauſe for this Thing the Lord ſhall exceedingly 
bleſs thee in all thy Works, and in all that thou 
putteſt thy Hand unto. It an Hebrew be fold to 
thee, in the ſeventh Year he ſhall go free; and 
F thou ſhalt not let him go from thee empty; thou 
A ſhalt furniſh him liberally out of thy Flock, thy 
2 Floor, and thy Wine-prelſs. | 
x Melancholy is a Sign of a diſcontented repining 
5 and uncaſie Spirit, which God abhors; He there- 
2 fore frequently admoniſhes His People to be mer- 
4 ry and rejoyce, and here particularly: Thou ſhalt, Ch. 16. 
15 ys He, rejoyce before the Lord thy God, thou, 
4 and thy Son, and thy Daughter, thy Man-Ser- 
= vant , and thy Maid-Servant, the Levite, the N 
5 Stranger, the Fazherleſs, and Widow: (No Con- 
F dition or Degree of Mankind is exempt z no Bo- 
d dies Circumſtances ſo low, or dejected as can au- 
\d thorize them to murmur, complain, or repine;) 
ir baäecauſe, 
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becauſe, ſays he, the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee 
in all thy Increaſe, and in all the Works of thy 
Hands, therefore thou ſhalt ſurely rejoyce. . 

And left they ſhould think, when Moſes was 
dead, which was ſhortly to happen, God would 
abandon them ; for their Comtort he tells them, 
that God would raiſe up a Prophet to declare His 
Mind to the People ; and, (becauſe they had been 
ſorely afrighted when he ſpake to them Himſelf,) 
that He would not ſpeak to them Himſelf any 


God had faid (Gen. ix. 6.) whoſo ſheddeth 
Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed : But 
knowing how keen Men are to take Revenge, and 
that their Feet are ſwift to ſhed Blood; and fore- 
ſeeing wiſely, that Caſes may happen, where 
Mercy ought to take place of Judgment; and that 
the Strictneſs of this, as of moſt other Laws, if 
executed according to the Letter, would ſome- 
times be an occaſion of high Injuſtice ; He gives 
a Power of diſpenſing in ſome Caſes, and makes 
Provifion for ä directing Cities of 


Ch. 19. Refuge to be appointed for the Man- layer, who 


did it by Accident, without Hatred, or Deſign to 
hurt. And to ſhew that His Mercy is over all 
His Yorks, He makes proviſion in ſeveral Caſes, 
where it would ſeem very hard to exact the com- 
mon Duty incumbent on them, as Parts or Mem- 
bers of the Commonwealth : When they went to 


Ch. 20. Battel,' Proclamation was to be made, - that if "any 


Man had built a new Houſe, and had not dedica- 
ted it; or planted a Vineyard, and had not eaten 
of the Fruit of it; or betrothed a Wife, and had 
not taken her, or conſummated the Marriage; or 
were faint-hearted, they ſhould return Home, and 
not be oblig'd to ſerve. 47 

Acts of Mercy and Juſtice, which I take to be 


reducible to the ſame Head (as I have ſaid before) 
| were 
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were to be exerciſed even to lawful Enemies; they Deut. 


were to make fair War. Before they attack'd any 
City (except of thoſe Nations they were to de- 
ſtroy utterly) they were to offer it Peace, on Sub- 
miſſion: if it refus'd Peace, and they took it by 
force, they were to ſpare the Women and Chil- 
dren. When they Beſieg'd a Place, they were 
commanded not to deſtroy the Fruit Trees; for, 
ſays He, they are Mans Meat. If they were to 
keep ſuch Meaſures with their Enemies, much 


more with their Neighbours and Friends. If they Ch. 222: 


ſaw their Brother's Ox, or Ass, Sc. go aſtray, 
they were to bring them to him; or it he were 
abſent, to keep them for him, and reſtore them; 
or if they were fallen into a Pit, to help them 
out. They were to make a Battlement on their 
Houſes, left any ſhould fall from off them : As 
God ſhews He is hereby tender of the Life of 
Man, fo He appears alſo to be of the Honour of 
Woman; thou ſhalt not, ſays He, ſlander a Vir- 
gin, whom thou haſt married, as if the were no 
Maid. 

God to ſhew His utter deteſtation of Unmerci- 


fulneſs, Cruelty and Unkindneſs, orders that an Ch.23. 


Ammonite or Moabite (tho* He had provided they 
ſhould not be invaded by his People) ſhould not 
enter into the Congregation of the Lord for ever; 
becauſe they met not the Children of //7ae} with 
Bread and Water, when they came out of Egypt 
and becauſe they hired Balam to curſe 1/ael: But 
God turn'd the Curſe into a Bleſſiꝑg, becauſe the 
Lord lov'd them; and to ſhew He Mid effectually, 


He tells them, The Lord thy God walketh in the 
midſt of thy Camp to deliver thee, and give up 
thy Enemy to thee. As God had provided for the 
Servant, that he ſhould not be us'd as a Slave, 
nor worn out with hard Labour, but. ſhould reſt 
on the Seventh Day, &c. So here if he fled 
| G from 


(82) 
Deut. from his Maſter to any of them for Protection, 
they were not to deliver him up to his Maſter, 
he was to dwell with them to whom he had eſ- 
cap'd, in ſuch place as he ſhould.choolez and was 
not to be oppreſs'd. And to fatishe the Hunger 
or Longing of any one, if he paſs'd through his 
Neighbour's Vineyard, or Field of Corn, he might 
eat his fill, but carry none away. 

God had before provided, that he who had be- 
trothed a Wife, and had not taken her, ſhould be 
diſmiſs'd, and not be 1 to ſerve. He makes 
Ch. 4. here a farther Proviſo for ſuch; The Man, ſays He, 

that is newly married ſhall not be forced to go to 
War, neither ſhall he be charg'd with any (public) 
Buſineſs; but he ſhall be free at Home one Year, 
-and cheer up his Wife which he hath taken. 

No Man was to deprive another of the Means of 
getting his Bread; No Man, ſays He, ſhall take 
the nether nor upper Mill-ſtone to pledge. If a 
Man be poor thou ſhalt not ſleep with his Pledge 
in any Caſe thou ſhalt deliver him the Pledge again, 
when the Sun goeth down, that he may ſleep in 
in his own Raiment, and bleſs thee; - and it ſhall 
8 3 to thee, before the Lord thy 
God. 4; | 

Thou ſhalt not oppreſs an hir'd Servant that is 
poor and needy, at his Day thou ſhalt give him 
his Hire; neither ſhall the Sun go down upon it, 
for he is poor, and ſetteth his Heart upon it; leſt 
he crie againſt thee to the Lord, and it be Sin 

- Unto thee. 

Thou ſhalt Mot take a Widow's Raiment to 
Pledge. | 

When thou cutteſt down thy Corn, and for- 
getteſt a Sheaf in the Field, thou ſhall not go a- 
gain to fetch it ; it ſhall be for the Stranger, the 
Fatherleſs, and the Widow: when thou beateſt 
thy Olive- yard, thou ſhalt not go over the Branches 
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again; when thou gathereſt the Grapes of thy Deut. 
ineyard, thon ſhalt not glean it afterward. . 

As a farther.Inſtance, that even in Judgment, 


God remembers Mercy; He provides that there Ch. 25. 


ſhall be no Exceſs even in puniſhing a wicked Per- 
ſon. If a wicked Man, ſays He, be worthy to be 
beaten, the Judge ſhall cauſe him to lie down and 
be beaten before his Face (leſt his Officers ſhould 
be too rigorous, as they are apt enough to be) ac- 
cording to his Fault (all Faults are nor equal, nei- 
ther are the Puniſhments to be ſo) he was to be 
beaten by a certain Number, not exceeding forty 
Stripes; that thy Brother may not ſeem vile to 
thee, if he receive many Stripes. He is to be 
puniſh'd, if he deſerve it; but is not to be de- 
ſpis'd, or oppreſs'd : You are to remember he is 
your Brother. | 

God alſo takes care for Oxen, tho? in a different 
Degree,from that care he takes of Mankind ; Thou 
ſhalt- not muzzle the Ox, when he treads out the 
Corn. His Heart is upon it, he longs for it, and 
the Labourer is worthy of his Hire, and to cat of 
the Fruit of his Labour. | 

For the great Unmercifulneſs and barbarous Cru- 


elty of Amalek, God orders Amalek's Name to be 


blotted out; For he ſmote, ſays He, all that was 
feeble behind thee, when thou waſt faint and 
weary, and he fear'd not God. 

To urge farther and ſhew the great Duty of 
Thankfulneſs, and Acknowledgment of God's 


great Goodneſs to them, He orders and preſcribes, Ch. 26, 


that when they were ſetled in the Land of Canaan, 
they ſhould bring their firſt Fruits, and preſent 
them to the Lord; and coming to the High-Prieſt, 
ſhould uſe this Form of Recognition, viz. I pro- 
feſs this Day unto the Lord thy God, that I am 


come into the Countrey which the Lord ſware to 


ther- 


— 


our Fathers to give us: 0 they were to ſay far- 
„ - - 
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ther before the Lord, A Syrian ready to periſh 
was my Father (viz. Jacob in the time of the 

eat Famine) and he went down into Egypt, and 
— there with a few, and became there a 
great Nation, mighty and populous ; and the 
Egyptians evil intreated us, and afflicted us, and 
laid upon us hard Bondage; and when we cry'd 
to the Lord God of our Fathers, He heard our 
Voice, and look'd on our Affliction, our Labour, 
and our Oppreſſion; and the Lord brought us forth 
out of Egypt with a mighty Hand, and with an 
out ſtretch'd Arm, and with great Terribleneſs, and 
with Signs and with Wonders; and hath brought 
us into this Place, and hath given us this Land 
that flows with Milk and Honey: And now, be- 
hold! I have brought the firſt Fruits of the Land, 
which thou, O Lord, haſt given me. And thou 
ſhalt ſet it before the Lord, and worſhip before 
the Lord thy God; and thou ſhalt rejoyce in 
every good Thing, which the Lord thy God hath 
given unto thee, and unto thy Houſe (ſuppoſe a 
Commemoration of particular Bleflings and Deli- 
verances) thou, the Levite and Stranger that is 
among you. | 

Moſes having gone over the Explanation of 
moſt of the moral Law, and often repeated, and 
inculcated, as you have ſeen, Works of Mercy un- 
to the Poor, the Stranger, the Fatherleſs, the 
Widow, the Servant, the Cattel, &c. he now 
enumerates to them the ſeveral Bleſſings which 
God would on His Part, beſtow upon them, on 


Condition they ſhould diligently obſerve His Com- 


- mandments. All theſe Bleſſings, ſays He, ſhall 


come upon thee, and overtake thee, if thou ſhalt 
hearken to the Voice of the Lord thy God. Bleſ- 
{ed ſhalt thou be in the City, and bleſſed thou ſhalt 
be in the Field. Bleſſed ſhall be the Fruit of thy 
Body, and the Fruit of thy Ground, and the F = 
| 0 
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of thy Cattel, the Increaſe of thy Kine, and the Deut. 


Flocks of thy Sheep. Bleſſed ſhall be thy Basket, 
and thy Store. Bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou 
comeſt in, and bleſſed ſhalt thou be: when thou 
goeſt out. The Lord ſhall cauſe thy Enemies 
that riſe up againſt thee, to be ſmitten before thy 
Face; they ſhall come out againſt thee one Way, 
and flee before thee ſeven. The Lord ſhall com- 
mand the Blefling upon thee in thy Store-houles, 
and in all that thou ſetteſt thy Hand to; and He 
ſhall bleſs thee, in the Land which the Lord gi- 
veth thee. The Lord ſhall Eſtabliſn thee a Holy 
People to Himſelf, as He hath ſworn to thee, if 
thou keep the Commandments of the Lord, and 
walk in His Ways. Andall the People of the Earth 
ſhall ſee that thou art call'd by the Name of the 
Lord; and they ſhall be afraid of thee. And the 
Lord ſhall make thee plenteous in Goods, in the 
Fruit of thy Body, and in the Fruit of thy Cattel, 
and in the Fruit of thy Ground, in the Land which 
the Lord ſware to thy Fathers to give thee. The 
Lord ſhall open unto thee His good Treaſure, the 
Heaven to give the Rain to thy Land in his Seaſon, 
and to blet} all the Work of thy Hand; and thou 
ſnalt lend to many Nations, and thou ſhalt not 
borrow. And the Lord ſhall make thee the Head, 
and not the Tail; and thou ſhalt be above only, 
and not be beneath. 2 
And to ſhew them farther the Neceſſity of Re- 
joycing, and Praiſing God for his Bleſſings, he 
adds, Curſed ſhalt thou be, becauſe thou ſerveſt 
not the Lord thy God with Joyfulneſs, and with 
Gladneſs of Heart, for the Abundance ot all things: 
and tells them, as an Example and an Inducement 
to them to rejoyce, that the Lord rejoyc d over 
them to do them good: They ought therefore to 
— the good they receiy'd at tho Hand of 


G 3 Moſes 
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Moſes had often put them in mind, how God 
had miraculouſly ſupplied them with Meat and 
Drink, and all other Neceſſaries, from the Time 
they came out of Egypt; and to ſhew them here, 
that He ſuffer d them to want Nothing that was fit 


Ch. 29. for them, he takes Notice to them, that in the 


*. 0 


5 good, and multiply 1 thee above thy 1 Fathers; and 


forty Years they travelled in the Wilderneſs, nei- 
ther their Cloaths nor Shoes waxed old. As God 
had cloathed Adam and Eve in Paradiſe , before 
they knew how to provide Cloaths for themſelves, 
ſo in Regard that the //raelites could not have Con- 
venience of getting a Supply of Cloathing, while 
they were in Motion, or in continual Expectation 
of it, He miraculouſly preſerv'd the Cloaths they 
brought with them out of Zgypr. 

Mpjes by long Experience knew how apt that 


People was to forget ; and therefore frequently 


repeats the ſame 'Thing : and as he had before told 


them, he foreſaw they would forſake the Law of 


the Lord, and conſequently draw down Judgments 

upon themſelves, and for their Idolatry be ſcat- 
ter'd among the Nations, leſt they ſhould think 
God had urterly caſt them off, and forgot them, 
o. he here again tells them; If thou ſhalt call to 
Mind among the Nations, whither the Lord thy 
God hath driven thee, and ſhalt return to the 
Lord thy God, and obey His Voice, with all thy 


Heart, and with all thy Soul; then the Lord thy 


God will turn thy Gn, and will have Com- 
pion on thee, and will return and gather thee 
om all the Nations, whither the Lord thy God 
hath ſcatter'd thee. If any of thine be driven unto 
he utmoſt parts of Heaven, from thence will the 
rd thy God gather them, and from thence will 


He ferch them; and the Lord thy God will bring 


thee into the Land which thy Fathers poſleſs'd, 
and thou ſhalt poſſeſs it; and He will do thee 


the 
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the Lord thy God will circumciſe thy Heart, and De: 
the Heart of thy Seed, to love the Lord thy God, 
with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, that 
thou mayeſt live. And the Lord thy God will 
make thee plenteous in every work of thy Hand, 
in the Fruit of thy Body, and in the Fruit of thy 
Cattel, and in the Fruit of thy Land for good; 
for the Lord will again rejoyce over thee for good, 
as He rejoyc'd over thy Fathers. We ſee here the 
Advantage of Repentance , how good and gra- 
cious the Lord is; that greater Bleſſings are pro- 
mis d on their return to God, after their falling a- 
way, than before were made to their Fathers. 
And he tells them that this great and extraordinary 
Indulgence is afforded to them, to the End that 
they might love the Lord their God, that they 
may obey His Voice, and that they may cleave 
unto Him; fer He is, ſays Moſes, thy Life, and 
the length of thy Days; that thou mayeſt dwefl 
in the Food which the Lord ſware to thy Fa- 
thers to give them. Fear not, nor be diſmayed, 
for the Lord thy God, He it is that goes with 
thee, He will not fail thee, nor forſake thee. 
The Lord's Portion is His People: Jacob is the Ch. 32; 
Lot of His Inheritance: He found him in a de- 
ſert Land, and in the waſte howling Wildernefs 
He led him abont, He inſtrufted him ; He kept 
him as the Apple of His Eye: as an Eggle ſtirreth 
up her Neſt, fluttereth over her Voung, ſpread- 
eth abroad her Wings, taketh them, beareth them 
on her Wings; fo the Lord alone did lead him. 
He made him ride on the high Places of the Earth, 
that he might eat the Increaſe of the Field; and He 
made him to ſuck Honey out of theRock, and Oyl 
out of the flinty Rock, Butter of Kine, and Milk 
of Sheep, with fat of Lambs, and Rams of the 
Breed of Baſan, and Goats, with the Fat of Kid» 
nies of Wheat; and thou didſt drink of the pure 
blood of the Grape, G 4 pure 
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Deut. Having recounted all theſe Delicacies, which 
God had bountifully given them to enjoy, he 
Lets them know, what ill Uſe they would make 
of them, by becoming wanton, and rebelling 
againſt their Beneſactor. But Jeſhburun (that 
is {ſrael) ſays he, waxed fat, and kicked; 
thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, 
thou art cover'd with Fatneſs: then he forſook 
God that made him, and lightly eſteem'd the 
Rock. of his Salvation; of the Rock that begat 
thee, thou art unmindful, and haſt forgot God 
that form'd thee : they are a Nation void of Coun- 
ſel, neither is there any- Underſtanding in them. 
Having thus given them their due Character, and 
ſeverely reprov'd their great Folly, and greater In- 
gratitude, he falls into an affectionate and compal- 
ſionate Exclamation, as well to intimate to them 
the Means of recovering God's Favour, as his In- 
clination to have an Occaſion to be merciful again 
to them. O, ſays he, that they were Wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, that they would conſider 
their latter End! How ſhould one chaſe a thou- 
: ſand, and two put ten thouſand to Flight? For 
| their Rock. is not as our Rock. The 15 ſhall 
judge His People, and repent Himſelf for His Ser- 
vants; when He ſecs that their Power is gone, and 
there is none ſhut up, or leſt. And leſt they 
ſhould put their Confidence in any but in God, he 
ſays, Sce how that I, even I am He; I kill, and 
I make alive; I wound, and I heal; ncither is 
there any that can deliver out of My Hand; for I 
lift up my Hand to Heaven, and ſay, I live for 
ever. Rejoyce therefore, O ye Nations with His 
People, for He will ayenge the Blood of His Ser- 
vants, and will render Vengeance to all His Ad- | 
verſaries, and will be merciful to His Land, and 
Ch, 33. to His People, He (the Lord) loved the People; 
all His Saints are in thy Hand; and they fate down 


ar 
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at thy Feet: every one ſhall receive of os Digi Deut, 
This ſeems to be a Prophecy of the Meſſias, and 
that the other Nations (the Gentiles) are promis'd 
a Share in the common Redeemer, with his Peo- 
ple //rae]. He goes on, The Beloved of the Lord 
ſhall dwell in ſafety by Him; and the Lord fhall 
cover him all the Day long, and he ſhall dwell be- 
tween His Shoulders. , * 

Moſes beiug upon the Point of taking his Leave 
of them, bleſſeth the reſpective Tribes; and ac- 
quaints them, for the moſt Part, with the particu- 
lar Advantages that God would beſtow on each of 
them; that when they ſhould enjoy thoſe good 
Things, they might know they receiv'd them trom 
Him, and be thankful. Bleſſed of the Lord is his 
Land, fays he (ſpeaking of Joſeph) for the prect- 
ous Things of Heaven, for the Dew, and for the 
Deep that coucheth beneath; for the precious 
Fruits brought forth by the Sun, and for the pre- 
cious Things put forth by the Moon, and for the 
chief Things of the ancient Mountains, and for the 
precious Things of the laſting Hils; and for the 
precious Things of the Eartb, and the Fatnels there- 
of, and for the good Will of Him that dwelt in 
the Buſh. His Glory is like the Firſtling of His 
Bullock, and His Horns are like the Horns of Uni- 
corns; with them ſhall He puſh the People toge- 
ther to the Ends of the Earth. Rejoyce Zebulun 
in thy going out, and /achar in thy Tents. They 
ſhall call the People to the Mountain, there they 
ſhall offer Sacrifices of Righteouſneſs ; for they 
ſhall ſuck of the Abundance of the Seas, and of 
Treafures hid in the Sand. 

O Napthali, ſatisfied with Favour, and full with 
the Bleſſing of the Lord. of 

Aber, thy Shoes ſhall be Iron, and Braſs ; and 
as thy Days ſo ſhall thy Strength be: he _ 
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Devt. bleſs'd with Children, he ſhall be acceptable to his 


- - cient for him; and t 


— 


— 


Brethren ; he ſhall dip his Foot in Oyl. 

Reuben ſhall live, and not die; and his Men 
ſhall not be few. 8 3 
The Lord ſhall hear the Voice of Judah, and 
bring him to his ++ 8d his Hands ſhall be ſuffi- 

ou ſhalt be an Help to him 
from his Enemies. | 


Thy Thummim and thy Urim ſhall be with thy 
holy one Levi; they ſhall teach Jacob thy Judg- 
ments, and //rae] thy Law: the Lord ſhall bleſs 
his Subſtance, and accept the Work of his Hands; 


he ſhall ſmite through the Loins of them that riſe 


up againft him, and of them that hate him, that 
* not again. F i 

Having thus particularly bleſs'd moſt of the 
Tribes by Name, he proceeds to the Bleſſing of 
the whole People, ſaying, There is none like to 
the God of Jeſburun, who rides upon the Heaven 


in thy Help, and his Excellency on the Sky. The 


Eternal God is thy Refuge, and underneath are 


the Everlaſting Arms; and He ſhall thruſt out the 


Enemy from before thee, and ſhall fay, Deſtroy 
them. Hfrael then ſhall dwell in Safety alone, the 
Fountain of Jacob ſhall be upon a Land of Corn 


and Wine; alſo His Heavens ſhall. drop down 


Dew. Happy art thou, O //rae]/ who is like 
unto thee, O Peoplefav'd by the Lord! the Shield 
of thy Help, and who is the Sword of thy Excel- 
lency ! and thy Enemies ſhall be found Lyars unto 
thee, and thou ſhalt tread upon their High Places. 


Ch. 34, The Time is now come that Moſes is to reap 


the Fruit of all his Labour and Travel; He had 


promis'd many Temporal Bleſſings to the People of 
1/rael, but God calls him to enjoy far more excel- 


Tent ones, even Himſelf : He will ſhew him now, 


not only Part of His Glory, as formerly, nor _ 
VFC Wit 
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with him * in Fire, or in a Cloud, but Face De. 
to Face: He had reſolv'd he ſhould not go over 
Jordan, into the Land of Canaan (as you faw be- 
fore) yet to ſatisfie his great Deſire of ſeeing that 
pleaſant Countrey, God gave him a miraculous 
View of it from Mount Abarim, (Ch. xxxii. ver. 49.) 
from whence he is no more to come down, He 
had been twice before with God in another Moun- 
tain, and return'd again to his People: He muff 
riſe yet higher, and his Soul from hence muſt take 
its Flight for Eternity. He here leaves his Body, 
which tho* he had carried about with him 120 
+ Years, yet it was no Way decay'd ; his Eye was ot - 
dim, nor his natural Strength abated, being mi- 
raculouſly preſerv'd for the great Works God had 
appointed him to. And now having fatisfy'd him 
with long Life, He ſhews him His Salvation. | 
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8 OD Almighty, out of a tender Care for Pre- Joſhua 
ſervation of Peace and Order among His Ch. 1. 
People, when He reſolv'd to withdraw Moſes 
from the Troubles of this Life, provided him a 
Succeſſor. He looks upon Joſhua, the Miniſter 
of Moſes, from whom he had learnt the Art of 
Governing, as fitteſt to ſucceed him; which he 
does by God's particular Command. Accordingly 
God owns him publickly, as well to ſhew that 
His Protection ſhould be ſtill continued to His 
People, and that the Change of their Leader ſhould 
make no Change in their Affairs; as alſo to encou- 
rage Joſnua, God ſays to him, there ſhall not any 
Man be able to ſtand before thee, all the Days of 


thy Life: as I was with Mofes, fo I will be with 
thee, Be drang and of a good Courage, be ng 
; : $ - 1 | id, 


. 


| Feſpua afraid, neither be thou diſmay d, for the Lord thy 


God is with thee, whitherſoever thou goeſt. 

God had poſitively order'd the entire Deſtructi- 
on of all thoſe Nations, whoſe Land He had given 
to the Children of Hrael; they were to ſpare nei- 


ther Man, Woman, nor Child. But Rahab, tho' 


a Harlot, who was of that People, becauſe ſhe 
ſhew'd mercy to the Spies ſent by Joſbua, and ſa- 
ved their Lives, finds Mercy, and ſaves her own 
Life, and the Lives of all her Family. 

God had promis'd Joſbua (as you juſt now ſaw) 
that He would be with him, as He had been with 
Moſes : and as He had divided the Red- Sea, when 
He led them out of Egypt, the better to enable 
them to make their Eſcape from their cruel Enemies 


the Egyptians, that purſued them; He here di- 


vides the Waters of Jordan, to lead them into the 


. promis'd Land. And for a perpetual Memorial of 


this miraculous Paſſage, God appoints twelve Stones 
to be taken out of the midſt of Jordan, and to be 
erected, in Order to ene the Memory of it to 


Poſterity. The Inhabitants of Jericho, ſeeing the 


Waters of Jordan fly before the //raelires, become 
as weak as that Element; their Hearts melt for 


Fear, they retreat within their Walls and Bulwarks, 


which tremble as well as they; and to ſhew that 
Nothing was to ſtand in their Way, as well as to do 
Homage to their new Lords, fall down flat on the 
Euth before them; and the triumphant Army, with- 
out making any Attack, enters at once the univerſal 
Breach. God, by ſo eaſie a Conqueſt of this im- 
28 frontier Place, gave them an undoubted 
rneſt of His going before them, and aghring 

for em. It is unneceſlary to recite particularly a 
the Places Joſhua took, and all the Battels he 
fought; in all which God gave him the Mm a 
Y 


except where, for a breach of Orders, Achan, 


concealing ſome of the prohibited Goods, gave Off 
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caſion to a ſmall Overthrow : But as ſoon as God Joſbue 
was ſatisfied by the Puniſhment of the Offender, 
to make up their Loſs by an extraordinary Act of 
Mercy, He condeſcends to teach them à Strata- Ch. 8. 
gem, by which Ai is taken. And in the great Ch. ro. 
Day, when Joſbua defeated the five Kings of the 
Amorites, Sc. God hearken'd to the Voice of a 
Man, and permitted the Sun to obey the General's 
Orders, and ſtand ſtill, till he was reveng'd of his 
Enemies; for the Lord, the Text ſays, fought for 
Ifrael. ” F 
The greateſt part of this Countrey was now ſub- 
dued; and the Lord gave them reſt round about, Cn 1. 
1 according to all that He ſware to their Fathers; | 
and (as He had promis'd Joſhua). there ſtood not a 
Man of all their Enemies before them ; the Lord 
deliver'd all that oppos'd them into their Hand: 
There fail'd not ought of any good thing which 
the Lord had ſpoken unto the Houle of 1/rae), all 
came to paſs : As Jaſbua allo tells them almoſt in 1,1. 
the ſame Words; Ye know, fays he, in all your 
Hearts, and in all your Souls, that not one Thing 
has fail'd of all the good Things which the Lord 
your God ſpake concerning you; all are come 
to pats unto you, and not one Thing hath fail'd 
thereof. | | 
Joſbua being now to dye, as his Maſter and Pre- 
deceſſor had done before him, takes Leave of the 
People in the fame Manner: He makes a Repeti- 
tion or Rehearſal of all God's Mercies to them; 
and concludes, I gave you, ſays he (in the Name 
of God) a Land for which you did not labour, 
and Cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in 
them; of the Vineyards and Olive yards which ye 
planted not, do ye cat. 2 
His Appeal to the //rzlites concerning the Be- 
nefits they had receiy'd, drew from them this grate- 
ful Acknowledgment or Recognition following; 


The 


Ch. 24. 


r 4. hoe on the 
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The People anſwer'd and faid, God. forbid we 
ſhould forſake the Lord to ſerve other Gods, for 
the Lord our God He it is that brought us up, 
and our Fathers, out of the Land of Egypt, from 
the Houſe of Bondage, and which did thoſe great 


Signs in our Sight, and preſerv'd us in all the Way 


Judges 


wherein we went, and among all the People 
through whom we paſs d; and the Lord drove out 
from re us all the People, even the Amorites 
that dwelt in the Land: Therefore will we alſo 
ſerve the Lord, for He is our God. 


8 
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OH died in a good old Age, having fi- 
y niſh'd the Work for which God had rais'd.him 
up. As Moſes and he had foretold, the People (not- 
withſtanding their aforeſaid Acknowledgment and 
fair Promiſes) forſake the Lord, and worſhip even 


the Gods of thoſe Nations, who had not been able 


Ch. 2. 


to deliver that People that ſerv'd them, out of their 


Hands: God in mercy ſuffers them to be puniſh'd, 


in Order to recall *em to their Duty, and to Him; 
which when they comply'd with He had pro- 
mis d) He rais'd them up Saviours, or Judges; and 


when He rais'd up any ſuch, the Lord was with 


Hands 


that Judge, and by Him deliver'd them out of the 
their Enemies, all the Days of the Judge: 
For it repented the Lord, ſays the Text, becauſe 
of their Groanings, by Reaſon of them that op- 


preſs d them, and vex d them. | He is a ready Help 


in time of Trouble: As for Example, when for 


the crying Sins of Hrael, the Lord had fold them 


for Servants to Cuſban Riſhathaim, King of Meſo- 
potamia; they cry d unto the Lord in their Turn, 
as their Sins had done before, and the Lord rais'd 
Fl | up 
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up Othniel to deliver them out of that King's Judges 
Hands, and deliver'd him into their Hands: And 


the Land had Reſt for forty Years, - Being returned 


to Tranquillity and Peace, they return again to 
their Gofal ProQiiſes, and are forc'd, for their Pu- 
niſhment and Mortification, to ſerve Eglon, the 
King of Moab eighteen Years. Then they cry - 
again to the Lord, and He raiſes up Ehud, who 
kills Eglon, and ſubdues Moab ; and the Land had 

Reſt eighty Years. Shamgar ſubdues the Philiſtines, 

and delivers 1/rael from their Oppreſſion. 1/rael Ch. 4. 


pe ſins again, and the. Lord ſells them to Jabin, 


ing of Canaan: But when they cry to the Lord, 


He raiſes up Debora and Barak, to whom Debora 


ſays, Up, tor this is the Day. in which the Lord 
hath deliver'd Siſera (Jabin's General) into thy 
Hand: Is not the Lord gone out before thee? And 
Iſrael ſubdued Jabin, King of Canaan. For which 
ignal Deliverance Debora and Barak made a Son 
or Form of Thankſgiving, to praiſe the Lord for Ch. 5. 
His Mercies: Praiſe the Lord for the ayenging of 
{/rael : Hear, O ye Kings, give Ear, OY ces; 
„even I, will ſing unto the Lord, I will GngPrailes 
to the Lord God of 1/rae/:; They that are deliver'd 
from the Noiſe of Archers in the place of drawing 
Water, there ſhall they rehearſe the righteous Acts 
of the Lord, even the righteous Acts towards the 
Inhabitants of the Villages in Hrael Then ſhall 
the People of the Lord go down to the Gates. 
Awake, awake, Debora, awake, awake, utter a Song: 
The Lord made me have Dominion over the Migh- 
ty. They fought from Heaven, the Stars in their 
courſes fought againſt Siſera, Fc. itn $8 | 
As ſoon as the Judgment was remoy'd, they for- Ch. 6. 
ot God their Redeemer, who. had done ſo great 
hings for em: And the Lord deliver'd 'em into 
the Hands of the Midianites; who deſtroy d the In- 
creaſe of the Earth, and left no Suſtenance for A 


rael, 


\ 


| 
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Judges rael, neither Sheep, nor Ox, nor Aſs; and I/7ae! | 


was greatly impoveriſh'd. Then they cry'd unto 
the Lord, and He ſent an Angel to Gideon, who 
tells him, he ſhall deliver Hrael. Gideon doubts, 


and is confirm'd by a Miracle. However, he was 
not ſo ere ed of the Truth of what had 
I 


been told him, but that he puts God to the Ex- 
ce of two Miracles more, to fatisfie him ; with 


| Which God was graciouſly pleas'd to comply: and 


moreover, for the farther Strengthening of his 
Faith, ſends him by Night into the Enemies Camp, 


to hear what they ſaid; where by the Relation of 


a4 Dream which one of them had, and reported to 
his Comrade, he is fully convinced: yet to make 
the Deliverance more miraculous, and to ſhew Gi- 
deon and all rael, and the whole World, that the 


Victory was of God, and that He fought for his 


Ch.10. 


People, He orders Gideon to take with him only 
three hundred Men; with whom he defeats the 


whole Army of the Midianites, and delivers 1/ael 


from the Slavery and Oppreſſion they lay under. 

22 as well as the former, was 
ſoon forgotten, and they return to their former 
ſinful Courſes: Whereupon God delivers them in- 


to the Hands of the Philiſtines, and the Children 


of Ammon. Then, as before, they cry unto the 


Lord for Help, but He ſeeming now weary of their 

ent Provocations, at firſt refuſes to deliver 
them, bidding them cry to the Gods they had cho- 
ſen; for He would not ſave them any more. Hath 
the Lord forgotten to be gracious, or hath he ſhut 


up his loving Kindneſs in Diſpleaſure? No certain- 


ly : For, upon their Submiſſion, and putting away 
the ſtrange Gods from among em, and praying 


for Deliverance, only this once; the Text ſays, 


Ch. 1 1. 


God's Soul was griev'd for the Miſery of /rael : 
He ſent Fephthah, who deliver'd them from the 
Oppreſſion of the Philiſtines and Ammon. . 
4 | When 
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When they were in their Diſtreſs they put away Jadges 
the ſtrange Gods from among them; but as ſoon Ch. 13. 


as they were deliver'd out of it, they took them back 
again; and put away God their Saviour: Who lets 
them fall again into the Hand of the ſame Enemy 
(the Philiſtines) from whom He had lately reſcued 
them; intending only to correct them in Mer- 
105 and not utterly to deſtroy or forſake them. 

or He ſends an Angel to Manoab's Wife, that was 
barren, and tells her ſhe ſhould bear a Son, who 
ſhould be a Nazarite, and ſhould begin to deliver 
his People. She relates this to her Husband, who 
being ſolicitous to know how he was to breed the 
Child, intreats God to fend back the Angel to in- 


ſtruct him: To which God is graciouſly pleas'd 
to condeſcend. Sampſon is born, and bred accord- 


ingly: He begins to be very troubleſome to the 
Philiſtines, who now lorded it over the {ſraelztes : 


They require that Sampſon be given up bound to Ch. 15. 


them. God is now concern'd to work a Miracle 
for the Deliverance of him that was to begin to 
deliver his People; and to deliver him firſt, before 
he could deliver them out of the Hand of the Phi- 
liſtines. He was bound with ſtrong Cords, and the 
Officers of the Phili/tines, who were to receive 
him, came ſhouting againſt him: Bur the Spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon him, and the Cords 
which were on his Arms became as burnt Flax. 
He being got loole, reſolves to be reveng'd of his 
Enemies; and finding no better a Weapon, or 
catching at the firſt he light on, kills a thouſand 
of the Philiſtines with the Jaw-bone of an Als. 
This mighty Toil had ſo far exhauſted. his Spirits 
and Moitture, that he was ready to faint for Thirſt: 
He cried to the Lord, faying, thou haſt given this 


great Deliverance into the Hand of thy Sexyant, 


and now ſhall I die for Thirſt; and be deliver'd in- 
to the Hands of theſe Uncircumcis'd ?. ng 
H Oes 
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Ruth. 


1 
does not ſave by halves, and had formerly, to ſa- 
tisfie the Thirſt of his People, cloven the Rock 
of Stone, ſo that the Waters guſh'd out; now 
cleaves and turns the dry and hard Jaw-bone of the 
Aſs into a Cruiſe of Water to allay Sampſon's thirſt , 
and ſo made that, which had been the Inſtrument 
of Death to ſo many of his Enemies, to become the 


Inſtrument of preſerving Sampſon's Life; for when 


he had drunk, his Spirits returned to him and he 
revived. : | 

To ſhew there is no reſpect of Perſons with 
God, but that in every Nation they that fear Him, 
and work Righteonſneſs (or Mercy) are accepted 
with Him ; God, in an extraordinary manner, re- 
wards the Piety and Affection of Ruth, a poor 
Moabitiſ Widow. She had been married to one 
of the Sons of Naomi; who, by reaſon of a great 


Famine in her own Countrey, travelling into that 


4 
. OY 
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of Moab with her two Sons, they took each of 
them a Wife there, and died: She declares to her 


two Daughters-in-Law her Intention of returning 


to her own Countrey; and adviſes them to {tay 


with their Friends and Relations. Rath will not 


leave her: which God was ſo well pleas'd with, 


that ſhe was by His ſecret Providence, tho” poor 


and in diſtreſs, married to rich Boaz. Whereby 
not only the royal Line of Judah (ſhe being great 
Grand- mother of King David) but alſo the Mel- 
ſias came of her. 8 
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Mr LK ANAH had two Wives, Hannah and 


ho bore 
3 
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Hannah applies her ſelf to God; who has reſpect i Sam, 


unto her, and gives her Samuel, who was a judge 
of /rael many Years: I pray'd to the Lord, ſays 
ſhe, and He hath given me my Petition, which I 
ask*'d of Him. And to ſhew her Gratitude and 
Thankfulneſs to God for this Mercy, the gives her 
Son back again to God, dedicating him to His Ser- 


vice. God who is abundant in Goodnels, gives her Ch. 2. 


three Sons and two Daughters more, in lieu of 
Samuel, whom ſhe had given to Him; thereby 
verifying what He ſaid to Eli the High Prieſt (at 
the zoth Verſe of this Chapter) on another Occa- 
ſion; They that honour Me, I will honour, and 
they that deſpiſe Me ſhall be lightly eſteem'd. 
Hannah did not only return unto the Lord the 
Fruit of her Body, but of her Lips and Heart alſo 
in that exalted Hymn which ſhe made on this Oc- 


caſion. My Heart rejoiceth in the Lord, ſaysſhe, 


my Horn is exalted in the Lord, my Mouth is 
enlarged over my Enemies, becauſe I rejoice in 
thy Salvation: There is none Holy as the Lord; 
for there is none beſides Thee; neither is there any 
Rock like our God. Talk no more ſo excecding 
proudly, let no — come out of your 
Mouth; for the Lord is a God of Knowledge, 
by Him Actions are weighed. The Bows of the 
mighty Men are broken; and they that ſtumbled 
are girt with Strength: They that were full have 
hired out themſelves for Bread; and they that were 
hungry ceaſed: So that the Barren hath born 
ſeven; and ſhe that had many Children is waxed 
feeble. The Lord killeth and maketh alive; He 
bringeth down to the Grave, and bringeth up; 
the Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich; He 
bringeth low, and litteth up; He raiſeth up the Poor 
out of the Duſt, and liſteth up the Poor from the 
Dunghill, to ſet them among Princes, and to make 
them inhexit the Throne of Glory: For the 2 
| H 2 
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Ch. 3. 
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Ch. 8. 
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lars of the Earth are the Lord's, and He hath ſer 
the World upon them. He will keep the Feet of 
His Saints ; and the Wicked ſhall be filent in Dark- 
nels; For by Strength ſhall no Man prevail. The 
Adverſaries of the Lord ſhall be broken to pieces; 
out of Heaven ſhall he thunder upon them. The 
Lord ſhall judge the Ends of the Earth; and He 
ſhall give Strength unto His King, and exalt the 
Horn of His Anointed. | 

God appears to Samuel, while yet a Child, and 
foretels the Deſtruction of Eli, and his Houſe. All 
[ſrael perceiv'd that God had appointed Samuel to 
be a Prophet, and he judg'd acl. They had now 
for many Y ears in a Manner torſaken the Lord, and 
clave to Baal and Aſbtaroth; and were therefore 
ſubject to the Philiſtines. When they are grie- 
vouſly oppreſs'd, as formerly, they ſeek after the 
Lord, and deſire Samuel to pray for them; which 
he does accordingly. The Lord is intreated for 
them; and thundring from Heaven, diſcomfits the 


Pßiliſtines; io that {ſrael recovers from them all 
its Borders. They finding how gracious the Lord 


was, and that He would retuſe them Nothing, ask- 


ed to have a King over them, as the reſt of the 


Nations had. God grants them their Requeſts: 


and appoints Samuel to anoint Sau (who came to 


enquire of him for his Father's Aſſes, which were 
gone aſtray) King of //rae]. Thou ſhalt, ſays God, 


anoint him to be Captain over my. People //rae!, 


that he may ſave my People out of the Hands of 
the Philiſtines; tor J have look'd upon My People, 


- becauſe their Cry is come unto Me. 
Ch. 11. 


Cruel Nahafſh, the Ammonite, beſicges 7abeſb- 
Gilead, and diſtreſſes it ſo far, as to refuſe them 
any other Capitulation, than that if they were not 


.reliev'din ſeven Days, they ſhould deliver themſelves 
up, to have every Man his right Eye put out. God, 
to prevent the tyrannical Cruelty of Faha/b, itirs 


up 


6101) 


5 Mii 
f up Saul (who was retir'd Home, and liv'd private» Sm. 
- ly, tho' anointed,” being deſpiſed for his Poverty 
e and Meanneſs) who gathers an Army, God mov- 
z ing the People to follow him, and totally routs 
e the Ammonites So the Lord wrought, ſays the 
c Text, Salvation in //7ae]. He turn'd away the Re- 
c proach which Nahaſh intended to bring on them. 
As Samuel tells em, The Lord will not forſake His Ch. 12. 
d People, for His great Name's ſake; becauſe it plea- 
Il. led the Lord to make you His People. 
0 God puts it in the Heart of Jonathan, only ac- Ch. 14. 
* companied by his Armour: bearer, to attack a Gar- 
d riſon of the Philiſtines; and to ſuccour. him in this 
e bold and deſperate Attempt, cauſes the Earth to 
5 tremble; and ſending a Fright among the Enemy, 2 
To turns their Swords one againſt another, and there- 
h by totally routs them, when Sau! had with him 
Yr only fix hundred Men: And renders him thereby 
de victorious over all the neighbouring Nations. 
I The Philiſtines had garher'd new Forces, and Cu. 2). 
d amongſt them Goliah, one of the Race of the Gi- 
3 ants; at whoſe Sight and Appearance the Army ot 
1 Iſrael fled. David, a Youth, who kept his Fa- 
S: ther's Sheep, being ſent to the Camp with ſome 
co Proviſions for his Brethren, who ſerv'd in Saul's 
re Army; when he ſaw the Terror the Army was in, 
q, truſting in the Aſſiſtance of God (from the Re- 
„ membrance of former Deliverances and Mercies he 
of had received, having killed a Lion and a Bear, 
c, which came to deftroy his Flock and him) he un- 


dertakes to fight with this Giant; ſaying, The 
b- Lord that deliver'd me out of the Paw of the Lion, 
m and out of the Paw of the Bear, He will deliver 
ot me out of the Hand of this Philiſtine: And on his 
cs Approach to attack him, ſays, This Day will the 
d, Lord deliver thee (Goliab) into my Hand; that all 
irs the Earth may know there is a God in Mael; and 
up all chis Aſſembly ſhall W that the Lord ſaveth 

Dey 3 not 
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15a». not with Sword and Spear; for the Battel is the 


Lord's, and He will give you (Philiſtines) into our 
Hands. So David prevail'd over Goliah with a 
Sling, and with a Stone, and ſmote him, and flew 
him; and put to Flight, and utterly diſcomfited 
the Army of the Philiſtines; becauſe he truſted in 
his God; who having thus deliver'd him on this 
Occafion from Goliah, and with him Saul and all 
1/rael, from the Fear of the Philiſtines, will have 
Occaſion often afterwards to deliver him from 
Sau] himſelf, whom he had thus preſerv'd z and 


who now, grown jealous of him for the good Ser- 


vice he had done, and the Glory he had got, ſeeks 
to deſtroy him, his Deliverer : He twice ſtrikes 
his Javelin at him, as he was playing on an Inſtru- 
ment of Muſick before him; and while he Ma- 
vid) was endeavouring kindly to cure his Diſeaſe, 
he ſeeks to murder his Phyſician : But by the Help 
of God, David avoids the Blow, and eſcapes. At- 
ter this, Sau] hoping, tho' he had not fallen by his 
Hand, he might by that of the Enemies, gives him 
the Command of a Regiment, and puts him on 


dangerous Attempts; but David, the Text ſays, 


behav'd himſelf wiſely; and the Lord was with 
him. Saul finding this Deſign miſcarried, makes 
uſe of another very plauſible Stratagem. He had 
promis'd, that whoever ſhould kill Goliab, among 


other Rewards for that Service, ſhould marry one 
of his Daughters; David had pertorm'd the Con- 


dition, but yet the Promiſe had not been perform'd 
on S$axl's Part; who now tells him he ſhall have 
his Daughter; but in regard he was poor, and had 
no Dowry to ſettle upon her, he would accept in 
Lieu thereof a hundred Fore-skins of the Phili- 
fines, thinking to make David fall by their Hands. 
This ſucceeding contrary to his Expectation, and 


turning to the greater Honour and Glory of David, 
who doubled the Number of Fore- skins; —— 
5 8 age 


( 103 ) 
Rage and Envy is doubled alſo: And thinking that 1 Sam: 
what the Two hundred Philiines, and all their 
Army could not do, he might at laſt effect him- 
ſelf; he attempts once more to murder him with Ch. 19. 
| his own Hand, 8 pinning him to the Wall with 
| his Javelin : but Ged, who would not ſuffer any 
| Weapon to proſper that was aim'd at him, again 
put by the Stroke. David withdrawing himſelf 
ö to his Houſe, Saul's Revenge purſues him thither: 
. But God kept the Houſe; and allow'd his Wife, 
| by a witty Stratagem, to contrive his Eſcape, and 
give Time for his Retreat to Vaioth. David flies 
; to Samuel, to Naioth, the School of the Prophets, 
J thinking to find Sanctuary there, from a Perſuaſion 
that either the Reverence of old Samuel, or the 
Sanctity of the Place would protect him: But 
Saul, whom God had forſaken, becauſe he had 
firſt forſaken God by diſobeying his Commands, 
and ſhewing he had no Reſpect for the Perſons, 
or Seat of the Prophets, or Prieſts (as he made ap- 
pear in a more barbarous Manner ſoon afterwards) 
orders the bold and bloody Miniſters of his T'y- 
ranny to break in upon this holy Place, and mur- 
der David there: But God, to ſhew His Power, 
and the Weaknels and Folly of wicked Men ; and 
His particular Care for the Preſervation. of His 
Choſen ; as He could out of Stones raiſe Children 
unto Abraham, ſo out of harden'd Ruffians, He 
raiſes up ſo many Prophets on a ſudden: They lay 
down their courtly Garments, the Mark of Luxu- 
ry and - Effeminacy, and ſpeak Myſteries ; they 
contemn and deſpiſe the Glory of the Court they 
formerly ſo much admir'd, as well as their cruel 
Maſter's Commands: Saul having ſent three ſeve- 
ral Bands on this bloody Errand, and hearing they 
were all become Prophets; fearing not only to 
miſs of his intended Revenge, but alſo that all his 
Court and Army would turn Saints, and thereby 
<= H 4 | become 
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become unfit Miniſters and Subjects for ſo tyran- 
nical and barbarous a Prince, goes himſelf at laſt 
in Perſon; as well to ſee this miraculous Change, 
as to execute his cruel Deſign, not only againſt 


David's Life, but againſt theirs alſo, who traite- 


rouſly relented, and had not obey'd his bloody Or- 
ders. Full of Wrath, Indignation and Fierceneſs 
he {ers out on this Expedition; but he is no ſooner 
come within the Air of Naiozh, but gentler and more 
tender Thoughts begin to inſpire him; his haugh- 
ty Looks deſcend to Modeſty and Moderation; 
and as his Heart was chang'd from that of a 
common Man, to that of a King, when he was 
anointed; fo now it is changed from that of a 
proud Tyrant, to that of an humble Prophet; he 
lays aſide his Majefly, and his royal Robe together, 
and gives a freſh Occaſion to that proverbial Que- 
ſtion, Is Saul alſo among the Prophets? (Satan 
amongſt the Sons of God?) David, on Suſpicion 
of Saul's evil Intentions ſtill towards him, acquaints 
his Friend Jonathan, that he thought it beſt to ab- 
{ent himſelf from the King's Table on the ſolemn 
Feaſt of the New Moon, defiring his faid Friend 
to obſerve and give him Notice how the King 
took his Abſence, and what he taid of it. Saul 
accordingly inguires the Reaſon of David's Ab- 
ſence; Jonathan anſwers, He had given him Leave; 
and enters upon the Defence of his Friend's Inno- 
cence ſo far, as to draw the Rage intended againſt 
David, on his own Head; and he who would wil- 
lingly dye for his Friend, by another Hand, had 
like to have fallen by that of an unnatural Parent, 
for pleading in his Behalf : But having eſcap'd the 
fatal Stroke, and ſceing the irreconcileable and un- 
natural Rage of his Father was no Way to be ap- 
peas'd, he adviſes David to be gone, and not to 
truſt to any farther Aſſurances from Saul, ſince his 


Ch. 21. Life was only to be preſery'd by Flight, Which 


Advice 
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the Hands of the Philiſtines, whoſe Champion Co- 


lone, a fingle Man unarm'd, ſurrounded by his en- 


( 105 ) | 
Advice of ſo good and faithful a Friend David fol- 1 Sam. 
lows accordingly; and thinking himſelf ſafer in 


liah he had flain, and whoſe Armies he had ſub- 
dued, than in the Court of his own Father- in-Law, 
whom he had ſignally ſerv'd; and in his own Coun- 
trey, Which he had preſerv'd, and render'd Glori- 
ous and Illuſtrious. Notwithſtanding his Diſguiſe 
he isdiſcover'd and taken by the Servants of Achi/b, 
and might expect to be made a Sacrifice to the | 
Ghoſt of the great Go/iah, and the Ten thouſands 
of the Philiſtines he had flain : They knew all he 
had done againſt them z they had heard, and well 
remember'd, and now recited the Songs which 
had been made of him, Saul hath ſlain his Thou- 
[ands, and David his Ten thouſands. He is now a- 


raged Enemies, in a ſtrange Countrey z where be- 
ing diſcover'd by the Soldiers of Achiſb, who might 
well remember his Face by whom they had been 
ſo often defeated, he is then conſtrain'd to diſguiſe 
his Mind and Underſtanding, making uſe ot his 
Wit to diſſemble it ſelf. 4chiſh, the King of the 
Philiſtines, more depriv'd of Senſe in reality than 
David ſeem'd to be, (God had fo infatuated his 
Underſtanding, for the Preſervation of David) takes 
him for a mad Man; and thinking him no longer 
dangerous, diſmiſſes him, imagining it to be greater 
Revenge to let him live deſpis'd, and made mock of 
by the common People, than to put him to Death. 

By this Stratagem David eſcapes: and ſhortly 
after ſhew'd 4ch1/þ what ill Meaſures he had ta- 
ken. For the Philiſtines having beſieged Keilab, and Ch. 23. 
there having repair'd to David about fix hundred 
Men, who were reſolv'd to follow his Fortune, 
he undertakes to relieve the Place; which he ef- 
tected accordingly; routing the Philiſtines, and 
taking all their Baggage. Sau! +. 
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1 San. and ungratefully, inſtead of rewarding and ac- 
knowledging this Piece of good Service done by 
David to his King and Countrey, reſolves to take 

the Opportunity of ſurprizing him in Keilab, where 

he was now refreſhing himſelf and his Men after 

their Victory. And the better to get David into 

his Hands, he treacherouſly deals with the Men of 

Reilah to betray him. But God, who always 

watch'd for the Preſervation of David, on his Ap- 
plication to Him, adviſes him of the Infidelity of 

the Men of Keilab, and how that they would de- 

liver him up to Saul. Whereupon he fled to the 

Wilderneſs of Ziph. Saul purſued him thither 

but the Text ſays, God deliver'd him not into his 

Hand, for he eſcap'd to the Wilderneſs of Maon; 

. where when Saul had compaſs'd him and his Men 

| about, whilſt he was purſuing after David his Son- 

in-Law, and faithful Servant, he receiv'd Advice 

that the Philiſtines his Enemies making uſe of the 

Opportunity he gave them by his Abſence, had in- 

vaded his Countrey : So he turn'd back from hunt- 

Cu ag. ing after David for the preſent. Who having 

| lain long in the Wilderneſs, and being in Diſtrels 

for want of Proviſions, and being inform'd that 

Nabal (a wealthy Man in thoſe Parts, whoſe 

Stock and Goods he had preſerv'd during the 

time he was in thoſe Quarters) was to hold a 
Feaſt, and had made great Proviſions; he ſends to 

him a civil Meſſage, acquainting him with his Ne- 

ceſſity, and puting him in mind of the Protection 

; he and his Men had been to him, and to his Cat - 
tel. Nabal being a Churl, and returning him a 

faucy and affronting Anſwer, David was fo far 

provok'd, that he march'd towards Nabal's Houſe 

with Intention to deſtroy him, and all that he had. 

But God (to prevent David from committing fo 

unjuſt a thing as to deftroy ſo many innocent Per- 

ſons for the Fault of one brutiſh Man, and reſer- 
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ving to himſelf to avenge David on Nabal) puts 1 Sam. 


it into the Heart of Abigail, Nabal's Wife, by 


her prudent Management to divert David from 


his Intention againſt Nabal and his Family; which 

ſhe does, by going without her Husband's Know- 
ledge, and making a Generous- Preſent to David 
for his preſent Supply; and amongſt other Com- 
plements ſhe made him, telling him, The Soul 
of my Lord ſhall be bound in the Bundle of 
Life with the Lo RD thy God; and when the 
Lo xp ſhall have done to my Lord according to 
all the good He hath ſpoken concerning thee, this 
ſhall be no Grief of Heart, or Offence unto — 
Lord, that thou haſt not ſhed innocent Blood, 
nor aveng'd thy ſelf. David hereupon paſs' d by 
his Reſentment 3 and God was pleated to revenge 
on Nabal alone the Indignity done to David, by 
ſmiting him ſo that he died. Which when David 
heard of, he ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath 
pleaded the Cauſe of my Reproach from the Hand 
of Nabal, and hath kept His Servant from Evil. 


The Ziphites having inform'd Saul, that David Ch. 26. 


lay in the Faſtneſſes ot their Countrey, Saul comes 
to hunt after him. David comes ſuddenly in the 


Night undiſcover'd to Saul's Tent, for God cau- 


ſed a deep Sleep to fall on Saul and his Men, 


whereby David hath Saul and them in his Power; 


bat ſpares (as he had done Saul once before) him 


and them. David had left the Wives and Chil- Ch. zo. 


dren and Baggage of his little Party at Ziklag, a 
ſmall Frontier Place. In his Abſence on ſome o- 
ther Expedition, the Amalekites beſiege Ziklag, 
take it, and burn it, carrying away Captives all 


the Wives and Children of David's Men, and 


their Baggage. The Affection the Men bare to 
their Relations, as well as their Concern for their 
Equipages (being now ſtripp'd of all they had in 
the World) made them forget their Duty to, and 


Zeal 


1 
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1 Sam. Zeal for their Maſter, ſo far as to mutiny, and 
talk of ſtoning him. But the Text ſays, He 
ſtrengthen'd himſelf in the Lord his God: and he 
purſued the Amaletites, and recover d all the Spoil 
with Advantage. ä 

San. Thus God preſerv'd David wherever he went; 

and having now given him reſt from all his Ene- 
mies, and ſettled him peaceably on the Throne of 
Tfrael; God (upon his Propoſal of building a 

Ch. 7. Temple in acknowledgment of His Mercies to 
him) as well to put him in mind of the extraor- 
dinary Kindneſs and Mercy He had ſhewed to him, 
as for his farther Comfort and Satisfaction, ſends 
him a Meſſage by Nathan the Prophet, ſaying, I 
took thee from the Sheep-coat, from followi 
the Sheep, to be Ruler over my People, over / 
rael; and I was with thee, whitherſoever thou 
wenteſt, and have cut off all thy Enemies out of 
thy Sight, and have made thee a great Name, 
like to the Name of the great Men that are in 
the Earth, Fc. 

After the innumerable Bleſſings and Favours 
which God Almighty had beſtow'd upon David, 
how could it be thought; that this Man after 

Ch. 11. God's own Heart ſhould ever fall fo ſorely as he 
did, in the Matter of Uriah's Wife, whom he 
firſt debauch'd, and then caus'd her Husband to 
be ſlain by the Amorites. I ſhould not have men- 
tion'd this Particular, but that I take Notice of a 
moſt tranſcendent Inſtance of God's Mercy on this 
Occaſion: And tho' it ought not to inco 

any to commit the like Crimes, in Hopes of the 

like Mercy, becauſe they are not ſure of obtain- 
ing the like Grace of Repentance as David did; 
(no more than they are ſuch other extraordi 
agate yan as befell him) yet for ſuch as — 
allen, and can heartily repent, it opens a Place o 
Forgiveneſs: and it may ſecm as if God who had 
| not 
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Enemies, but from his Spiritual ones too; (from 
falling into Sin) for we find him juſtified 1n all 
things, except in this Matter of Uriab's Wife; 
and particularly we ſaw God prevented him, as he 
himſelf acknowledg'd, from doing a great Evil 
which he deſign'd; by murdering the innocent Fa- 
mily of Nabal, who alone had offended him: It 
may ſeem, I ſay, that God would ſhew him he 
was frail, and but a Man, when left to himſelf; 
and that he might ſee it was not any Excellency in 
his particular Nature, or Conduct, but the imme- 
diate Goodneſs and Mercy of God that had pro- 
tected him; therefore God permitted him to fall, 
leſt he ſhould be puffed up above meaſure, as St. 
Paul ſays, who alto had a Thorn in the Fleſh, to 
prevent his Deing vain through ſo many Revela- 
e 


tions. David 


in a horrible manner, and might 


have juſtly expected a Revocation of all the gra- 


cious Declarations made in his Favour. 


But on 


the Meſſage brought him by Nathan the Prophet, 
he no ſooner ſays, I have ſinned againſt the Lord; 
than Nathan anſwers, The Lord alſo hath put a- 
way thy Sin, thou ſhalt not die: But in regard 
of the Publick Scandal David had given, God 
thought fit that the Child begotten in Adultery 
ſhould die; which David taking very heavily, 
God was ſo gracious as to compenſate that Los, 
by giving him another Son by the ſame Woman 
(whom he had married) wiz. Solomon; whom the 
Text ſays, the Lord loved; as it appear'd after- 
wards He did, by the great Wiſdom and Proſ- 
perity He beſtow'd on him, in which he exceeded 
all that went before him, or that came after him. 
Notwithſtanding God had promis'd David that he 


- ſhould not die for his double Sin of Murder and 


Adultery, yet He had threaten'd to raiſe Evil to 
him ac- 


him our of his own Houſe ; which befell 


cord- 


rot only defended David all along from his Carnal 2 Sam. 


Ch. 1% 
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2 Sem. cordingly, by the unnatural Rebellion of his be- 
loved Son Ab/alom. However in Judgment God 
Ch. 1). remember'd Mercy. Abſalom had ſeduced his wi- 
ſeſt Counſellor Aabitopbel, who gave ſuch Advice, 
as if it had been follow'd, David had in all pro- 
bability been kill'd or taken: But God was 
pleas'd to grant his Requeſt in that particular, and 
to diſappoint the wiſe Council of Aabitophel, by 
Abſalom”s rejecting it, and embracing the Advice 
Ch. 18. of Huſbai, which prov'd Fatal to him: So David 
was reſtor d to his Kingdom. In Memory of which 
Mercy, and many others he had receiv'd, he in- 

dicted that Seraphick Song, the 18 Palm. 

Ch. 24. David is tempted for the Sins of 7/rael, to 
number the People; which was alſo a great Sin 
in him: ſhewing thereby that he truſted in the 
Arm of Fleſh ; who having been ſo often miracu- 
louſly deliver'd, might perceive that God is able to 
ſave with a few, as well as with a Multitude. 
God is here alſo ſo gracious to him and his Peo- 
ple, as to give him the Choice of his and their 
Puniſhment. He wiſely chooſes to fall into the 
Hand of the Lord; for ſays he, His Mercy is 
great / as he had often ſeen, and particularly found 
on this Occaſion : For when the deſtroying Angel 
ſtretch'd out his Hand over Jeruſalem to deſtroy 
it, the Lord repented him of the Evil, and faid 
to the Angel, It is enough, ſtay now thine Hand; 
and the Plague was ſtaid. So great a Mercy re- 
uires a fignal Acknowledgment. David there- 
fore builds an Altar immediately on the Place 
-where the deſtroying Angel appear'd, for a pre- 
ſent Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, and to be conti- 
nued as a laſting Monument, and perpetual Me- 
morial of the ſame. Here alſo Solomon by God's 
and his Father's Direction built the Temple: and 
as God viſibly accepted the firſt Sacrifice made 
there, and was intreated for the Land; ſo He 
9. | Was 
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was graciouſly pleas d to hearken to the bas ger 2 Sam. 
tions afterwards made there, or towards that 
Place. | . 
David having now near fulfill'd his appointed * K 
time; and God having granted him the Favour to | 
ſee all his Enemies ſubdued under his Feet, gives 
him ſome Repoſe here, before he ſhould go to 
his eternal Reſt; that he may have leiſure to ſet 
his Houſe in Order, and to gather Materials and 
give Orders for building the Houſe of God, and Ch. r. 
to place on his Throne his Son Solomon, choſen 
by God and himſelf to ſucceed him. God who 
ſhews Mercy. unto Thouſands of Generations in 
them that love Him, and keep His Command- 
) ments, continues the ſure Mercies of David to 
this his Son, whom now He adopts for His own, | 
| and indows him with a far more valuable Patri- Ch. 3. 
| mony than what he receiv'd from his Father Da- 
vid, with a wiſe and underſtanding Heart, that 
he might know how to make a right Uſe of 
what his Father David had acquired and left him; 
and how to govern ſo great a People, and a People 
ſo hard to govern; to which he added Riches and Ch. 5- 
Honour, ſuch as no King had before him, or after 
him; and that particular Grace of building the 
Temple, a Reception for the perſonal Preſence of 
God on Earth, which he had refus'd to his Father 
David. At the Dedication whereof (which was Ch. 8. 
the moſt Magnificent and Glorious Ceremony 
ever perform'd by mortal Man) he makes this Re- 
cognition and Acknowledgment to God; ſaying, 
Lord God of /ſracl, there is no God like Thee, 
in Heaven above, or on the Earth beneath, who 
keepeſt Covenant and Mercy with thy Seryants 
that walk before Thee with all their Heart; who 
haſt kept with thy Servant David my Father, that 
Thou promiſedſt him, Cc. and concludes with 
chis Doxologie; Bleſſed be the Lord, that hath 
155 given 
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ven Reſt to his People 7/rael, according to all 
that He promis'd; there has not fail'd one Word 
of all His good Promiſe which He promaled by 
the Hand of Moſes His Servant. 

On this Occaſion of the Dedication of the 


Temple, Solomon had made a particular Prayer 


and Supplication in behalf of the People of Yael, 


and fuch Strangers who, hearing of God's won- 
derful Works, ſhould joyn with them in Wor- 


ſhip. God to ſhew He was as ready to hear, as 


Solomon was to pray, appears to him, ſaying, I 


have heard thy Prayer, and the Supplication thou 
haſt made before me; I have hallowed this Houle 
which thou haſt Built, to put my Name there 


| for ever, and my Eyes and my Heart ſhall be there 


ally. Here He confirms the Promiſe made 


to David of the perpetual Succeſſion; and that it 
may take Effect, warns him againſt Idolatry. 


Ch. 10. 


The Fame of Solomon's Wiſdom, Riches and 
Glory, was ſpread over all the Earth, and had 
reach'd the Ears of the Queen of Sheba 3 3 Whoſe 


Curioſity drew her to take a very long Journey, 
to ſee and hear him; which ſhe had no ſooner 
done, but ſhe breaks out into this admirable Eu- 


logy: Bleſſed be the Lord thy God who delighted 
in thee, to ſet thee on the Throne of //rae]; be- 


cauſe the Lord loved Jae for ever, therefore 
made He thee King, to do judgment and Ju- 
ſtice. 


Ch. 11. 


Solomon, notwithſtanding all the Extraordinary 
—_— God had ſhew'd him, and God's twice 
ppearing to him, and the particular Warning gi- 

ven him againſt Idolatry, as the Condition ot the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Kingd om in his Family, fell 
into that dreadful Sin. God therefore to juſtifie 


His own Honour, reſolves to puniſh ſo hainous 


| He raiſeth os Trouble to him in his own time, 


an Offence; yet mixeth Mercy with Judgment: 
but 
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| | bur allows him to enjoy the Kingdom over Yb 1 Kings 
and 1/rael-entire during his Life: And having after 
his Death given Ten Tribes ro Jeroboam, He cons 
tinues TWO Tribes to Solomon's Son Rehobbam. 
Tho? he had totally forſaken God, yet God was 
ſo gracious, as not to forfake him and his Houſe: 
Feroboam had, by the Permiſſion of God; withs 
drawn Ten of the Twelve Tribes from their Obes 
dience to the Houſe of David; and not relying on 
God for the Eſtabliſhing his Kingdom, but 
wicked Policy ſeeking to do it; withdraws thoſe 
People from the true Worthip of God. Altho? 
he knew God had depriv'd the Houſe of David of 
thoſe Tribes, and given them to him for the Idos 
latry of Solomon; he yet does worſe 3 quite abo- 
liſheth the Eſtabliſh'd Religion, and makes Calves; 
and orders them to be worſhipped as God. For Ch. tz: 
which Gon denounces Judgments, and the utter 
Extirpation of him and his Family. But even ie Ch. rA. 
having a Son in whom there was found ſome 
towards the Lord God of Hrael; God is graci⸗ 
ouſly pleas'd to declare, He would take him away 
from the Evil to come; and that all Irael ſhould 
mourn for him; which they would have no rea 
ſon to do for the reſt of his Family. 5 . 
God ſends a Famine in the Land; but remeni- Ch. ti 
e bers His faithful Servant Elijah. He who feedeth 
1 the Ravens, eommanded them to feed His Pro- 
phet, whom He had ſent to the Brook Cherithj 
L whither the Ravens brought him Bread and Fleſhy 
e Morniiig and Evening. And when for watit of Ruin, 
i- the Brook which had afforded him Drink, was it 
e ſelf become thirſty and dried up, God ſends him 
11 to Zarephath; where He commands a Widow (who 
IC was ready to periſh for Want, ſhe and her 8on) 
US to maintain him; working a Miracle to ſupport 
t: the Widow, that ſhe might ſupport the Prophet; 
= by not ſuffering the ſmall Remainder of * of © 


& =: =. G5 EY . Ba 


w O' fa. fas et 


7 5 


( 114 ) 


1 Kings Meal, and of a Cruiſe of Oil to fail, till He re- 


Ch. 18. 


| of them tha Title belong 
Ch. 19 


5 


ſtor'd Plenty, by ſending Rain on the Earth. 

Altho' the Widow muſt needs be ſenfible that ſhe 
and her Son had been ſo long ſuſtam'd by a Mira- 
ele; yet ſhe might think her ſelf indebted to God 
for that; and that the Prophet was indebted ro 
her for his Subſiſtence. Silver and Gold he had 


none; but God is pleas'd to afford him a means to 


make her ample Satisfaction: For her Son, who 
had eſcaped the Famine, dies of an ordinary Dif- 
eaſe; — the Prophet by his Interceſſion raiſes 
him from the Dead; and thereby returns her a 
Life for his own, which ſhe had preſerv'd. | 
The Famine continues, and the People conti- 
nue in their Idolatry; as inſenſible of God's Judg- 
ments, as they had been of His former Mercies ; 
will not turn to Him; therefore He is gra- 
ciouſly pleas'd to condeſcend to turn to them by 


ſending Rain, which ſoftens the Parch'd Earth, 


but not their harden'd Hearts. This not 

them, He is pleas d to try to melt them by Fire 
from Heaven, which conſum'd the Sacrifice, and 
the Altar; and by fo ſtupendous a Miracle forc'd 


2 to confeſs that He is God, who had thus 


1 pleas'd to put it to a Tryal betwixt 
elf and Baal a dumb . Ido w which 

Elijah out of his Zeal for the Gl — God, 
” had made a Sacrifice of the Prieſts of Baal : and 
Queen Fezebel threatens to ſacrifice him to their 
Ghoſts, and to her and blind Zeal. But 
God is careful for his Preſervation, as he had been 
zealous for God's Caule ;; and commands an An- 
el now, inſtead of Ravens, to feed him, and with 
ch Food, as in the Strength of it he travelled 
Forty Days and r n got out of 
che Reach of Jezebel 


Abab 
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Ahab is ſtigmatiz'd as the moſt wicked of all 1 &ings 
the Kings that went before him: Vet when he Ch. 


was in the laſt Diſtreſs, without any Human ene 
of Deliverance, ſhut up in Samaria by Benhadad 
the King of Syria, God by a Handful of Servants 
delivers him, and gives him a notable Victory: 
Warning him by a Prophet, to prepare for ano- 
ther Campaign for that the King of Syria would 
recruit his Army , and come againſt him the next 
Year; as he did accordingly. God gives Ahab an 
entire Victory; cauſes a Wall to fall on 27000 of 
the Syrians, who fled to Aphek, and delivers Bens 
badad the King of Hria into Ahab's Hands. Who 
fro ee e, with God by his Prophet, as 
he ought to have done, makes a League with Ben- 


badad, and lets him go, whom God had appoints 


ed to utter Deſtruction, and therefore had deli> 
verd into his Hande. | | 5 f 
Benhadad his mortal Enemy, found better Uſage = 175 


from him than Naboth, his faithful Subject. By 
the Victories God had given Ahab over Benhadad, 
he had gain'd many Cities, and large Territories z 
but that did not ſuffice, he wanted Naboth's Vine- 
yard for a Kitchin-Garden; and upon Naborh's 
refuſal to let him have it, the wicked Council 
and Contrivance of his Wife Jezebel, who pro- 
cur'd falſe Witneſs againſt Naboth, he takes a- 
way his Life, and ſeizes. on his Eſtate. For this, 
an 


other his Wickedneſs, which the Text ſays, 


he ſold himſelf to work; God ſends Elijab to 
him, to denounce Judgments on him, and utter 
Extirpation of him and Ris Houſe : Wherewith he 
being ſtartled, humbled himſelf, and ſhew'd at 
leaſt outward Marks of Repentance ; for which 
God was pleas'd to be ſo far gracious to him, as 
to defer the Execution of the Sentence pronounc'd 
* his Houſe, and not to execute it in his 

ays, but in his Son's Days; who follow'd the 
Bi. | I 2 Ways 


1 


_ 
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z Kings Ways of his Father and Mother, and of Fere- 


Ch. I. 


The Sentence againſt Abab beginning to take 
Effect on him, Firſt Moab, that had been ſubject 


to the Kings of 1/rae] for ſome time, rebels: 


and Ahazia falls through a Window, and is ſorely 
hurt. Inſtead of applying himſelf to God's Pro- 
hets, to know what ſhould become of him, he 
ends to Baalzebub, the God of Ekron. The Pro- 
phet Elijah meets his Meſſengers, and tells them, 
that he ſhould ſurely die. The King deſigning 
that the Prophet ſhould not out- live him, a 
Captain with his Company of Fifty Men to 
prehend him; who finding him fitting on 
Top of a Hill, inſolently commands him to come 
down. But God, at the Prayer of the Prophet, 


and for his Preſervation, lets Fire come down 


Ch. 2. 


from Heaven, which conſumes that Captain, and 
his Fifty; and a ſecond Captain and his Fifty, who 
came on the ſame Errand, and with the fame In- 
ſolency. But a Third being ſent, who was wiſer 
than > 5. former Captains, or his Maſter ; humbly 
repreſenting the Neceſſity he lay under of obeying 
the Orders he had receiv'd; and in an humble 


manner recommending his own and his Men's Caſe 


to Elijah, he and they were preſery'd 5 and Eli. 
* is commanded by an Angel to go along with 
im. 

Elijab had N himſelf by his extraor- 
dinary Zeal for God; and God diſtinguiſhes him, 
by taking him in an extraordinary manner out of 
this World; not letting him he the common 
Death of all Men, or be viſited after the Viſita- 


tion of all Men: But as God did a new Thing, 


and caus'd the Earth to open her Mouth, and 
{wallow KAorab, Dathan and Abiram up alive for 
their Rebellion, and they went down quick into 
the Pitt or Hell; ſo God did a new Thing in 

| cauting 
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cauſing Elijab for his Obedience and Zeal to be > King: 
carried up quick by a Whirlwind into Heaven, 
which open'd to receive him. The Waters of 
Jordan had divided to make him a Paſſage towards 
this the real and true Holy Land, as they had be- 
fore to Joſbua and the Children of ue, towards 
that which was but the Type of it. 

Eliſba ſucceeds Elijah in his Prophetical Office, 
and is inaugurated by a Miracle to prove his Vo- 
cation: Jordan in return does him Homage, by 
parting its Streams for him to paſs over, as it had 
done to Elijab his Maſter: The College of the 
Prophets acknowledge his NR and by a 
Miracle beneficial to them and the Publick, he 
is inſtalled as their Superior: the Land was bar- 
ren, and the Waters bitter; he heals the Waters, 
and the Waters heal the Land. 

Three Kings and their Armies are ready to pe- Ch. 3- 
riſh for Thirſt: God who brought Waters for- 
merly out of a Rock, to relieve his People on a 
like Occaſion z without ſending Rain, or their 

ceiving from what Source it came, filld the 

alleys where they were Encamp'd with Water, 
that both they and their Cattel might drink. This 
is but a light thing, ſays the Prophet who fore- 
told it ſhould be ſo, in the Sight of the Lord. He 
will deliver the Moabites alſo into your Hands. 
As He did accordingly. © 

God who has a ſpecial Care of the Widow and Ch. 4- 
the Fatherleſs, gave a particular Inſtance of it, by 
enabling a poor Widow who had nothing to ſu 
port her ſelf and two Sons, whom her Husband's 
Creditor came to take for Bondmen, but a Pot of 
Oyl, to multiply that to ſuch a degree, that ſhe 
had wherewith to fatisfie her Creditor, and an 
oyerplus to live upon. 1 b 

A Woman of Quality of Shunem kindly receiv'd 
and enrextain'd the Prophet Eliſha, as often as he 
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Kings paſs'd that Way; built him an Apartment, and fur- 
niſh'd it. The Prophet thought himſelf in Gra- 
titude oblig'd to 3 her ſome Return; and un- 
derſtanding ſhe had no Child, at his Interceſſion, 

God is graciouſly pleas'd to give her a Son; and 
afterwards tg take it away; that by reſtoring it to 

Life again, as he did by the Miniſtry of Eliſba, 

ſhe might acknowledge her ſelf doubly paid for 

all the Care ſhe had taken of the Prophet. 

A whole College of Prophets were in danger 
of being poyſon'd by ſome unwholſom Herbs 
they had gather'd, and ſhred, and put into their 
Pottage; the Prophet Eliſba by caſting in a 
Handtul of Meal, renders it wholſom. And it 
being a Time of Famine, feeds a Hundred of them 
with Twenty ſmall Barley Loaves, and a few 
Ears of Corn. 5 | | 

Ch. 3. God does not reſtrain His Mercy to his own 
People alone; Naaman an Idolater, General and 
Favourite of the King of Syria, is miraculouſly 
cleans'd by the Minifh, of the Prophet Eliſha; 
and by waſhing hirolelf ih Jordan, by his Order, 
is not only cured of his Bodily, but alſo of his 
n W 

Ch. 6. The Society of the Prophets being ftraighten'd 
in their Lodgings, in order to enlarge them, go 
to cut down Timber from the Bank of a River; 
the Head of an Axe, which one of them had bor- 
row'd, falls off into the Water; the poor Man who 
had not where-withal to make Satisfaction for the 
Axe Head, crys out to Eliſba, Alas, Maſter, for it 
was borrow'd! The Prophet throws in a Stick, 

which as if it had been a Load- ſtone, draws the 
Iron up to the top of the Water, and keeps it 
up, upon the Surface, till the Man could take 
It out. , | BY | 

The King of Syria was inform'd, that Eliſha 
diſcover'd to the King of {/7ael all his moſt ſecret 

| 5 57 Counſels, 
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Counſels, and thereby enabled him to diſappoint 2 Kings | 


them: He deſigns therefore to intercept Eliſba, 
and ſurround the Place where he was with an Ar- 
my. Eliſba's Servant is frighten'd, and God is 
pleas'd, at the Prayer of Eliſha, to let him ſee an 
Army of Angels more numerous than. their Ene- 


mies, ready to protect them. As God had open'd 


the Servant's Eyes, to diſcover the Succours He had 
ſent for his Maſter's and his Defence ; ſo He blinds 
thoſe of his Adverſaries, whom He leads into the 
midſt of Samaria : And by adviſing the King of 
Iſrael to uſe them kindly, and ſend them away in 
Peace, makes them become his Friends; ſo that 
they came no more to inyade his Countrey. 


There was ſuch a ſore Famine in Samaria, that Ch. 7. 


Women were forced to eat their own Children, 
and feed on the Fruit of their own Womb : The 
ungrateful King, who had receiv'd ſuch ſignal Ser- 
vices from Eliſha, lays the Evil at the Prophet's 
Door, and ſends to take off his Head. All which 


_ notwithſtanding, God, by a wonderful Miracle, was 


pleaſed. to ſtrike his Enemies with a panick Fear; 

ſo that they fled, and left their Proviſions be- 

hind them, and all that they had; which caus'd 

an Abundance, equal to the Straights they had 
een in. 


Eliſha foreſeeing the aforeſaid Famine, and re- Ch. 8. 


membring the Kindneſs he had receiv'd from the 
Woman of Shunem, fore-warn'd her of it; and ad- 
viſed her to go and ſojourn elſewhere. Seven 
Years after ſhe returns Home, and upon an Ac- 
count given to the King by Eliſba's Servant of the 
Miracle he wrought in raifing her Son from the 
Dead, ſhe recovers her Eſtate, and the Fruits of it 
during her Abſence. So well placed was her Cha- 
rity to the Prophet; and ſuch Rewards ſhe had for 
her Hoſpitality, | 5 
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Lit Jebu had obey'd the Commands of God in exe- 
h. g. cuting Judgment againſt the Houſe of Ahab : For 
which Service Gol had entailed the Kingdom on 
his Deſcendents to the fourth Generation; yet he 
and they walk d in the Way of Jeroboam, in wor- 
ſhipping the Calves which he had ſet up: For 
3 which God deliver'd Yael into the Hands of 
g Hazael and Benbadad, Kings of Hria. But on 
their applying to Him in their Diſtreſs, He hear- 
ken'd unto them: For the Text ſays, He ſaw the 
Oppreflion of 7/ael, and ſent them a Saviour; fo 
that they went out from under the Hand of the 
Syrigns: And the Lord was gracipus unto them, 
and had Compaſſion on them, and had Reſpect un- 
to them, becauſe of his Covenant with Abraham, 
Laas and Jacob, and would not deſtroy them, nei- 
ther caſt He them from His Preſence as yet, altho” 
they had caſt off Him. He cut them very ſhort 
Ch. 14, in their Coaſt: But however, gave Power to Je- 
roboam the Son of Joaſh, notwithſtanding his fol- 
lowing the Sins of the firſt Jeroboam the Son of 
Nebat, to reſtore their Coaſt from the Entering of 
Hamath, to the Sea of the Plain: For the Text 
fays, The Lord ſaw the Affliction of Hael, that 
it was very bitter; there being not any ſhut up, 
nor any left, nor any Helper for Hrael; and the 
Lord faid not that He would blot out the Name 
Ch.17. of Lrael | from under Heaven. Bur He teſtified 
ta them by all the Prophets, and by all the Seers, 
ſaying, Turn ye from your, evil Ways, and keep 
Commandments and My. Statutes, according 
to all the Law which 1 commanded your Fathers, 

and which I ſent to you by My Servants the Pro- 
phers. Their continued Provocations was the cauſe 

of the ten Tribes being removed out of that good 
Land which the Lord had given them. And the 
King of 4/jria brought Men from Babylon and 

. other Parts of his Dominions, and plac'd them in 

1 their 
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their Room. Theſe being planted in the Lord's 2 - 


Land, and not fearing Him, He ſent Lions amongſt 
them, which flew ſome of them. But as ſoon as 
they had ſent for a Prieſt, who taught them to 
fear the Lord, althoꝰ they mix'd His Worſhip with 
that of their own Superſtition and Idolatry, He 
was fo gracious as to deliver them from the Jaws 
of the 1 3 for His Mercy is over all his Works; 
and He is graciouſly pleaſed to accept of the weak- 
eſt Motions, and leaſt Appearance of Turning to 
Him, to ground his Pity and Compaſſion upon, to- 
wards the Work of his own Hands. 
The King of A/hria, having ſubdued many 
powerful and mighty Nations, and lately taken 
Samaria, and carried away Captives ten of the 
twelve Tribes of {frael, thinks it an Affront to his 
Power, that Judah and Benjamin ſhould yet conti- 
nue a Kingdom, and not ſubmit to his Dominion : 
He lays Siege to Lachiſh, and ſends a hectoring and 


blaſphemous Meſſage to affright thoſe of Jeruſa- Ch. 19. 


lem into a Submiſſion to him. Good King Heze- 
kiah, who had reſtor'd the true Religion, applies 
himſelf to God in this Diſtreſs; W ho returns him 
this Anſwer, by His Prophet 7/aiah, viz. Thus ſays 
the Lord, Be not afraid of the Words which thou 
haſt heard, with which the Servants of the Ki 
of A/ria have blaſphem'd Me: Behold, I wi 
ſend a Blaſt upon him, and he ſhall hear a Rumour, 
and ſhall return to his own Land. Which he did, 
on a Report of the King of Ezh:opia's being come 
out to fight with him. Bur before he departs, he 
ſeconds his former blaſphemous Meſlage with as 
inſolent and blaſphemous a Letter; which Heze- 
kiab carries up to the Houſe. of the Lord, and 
ſpreads it before the Lord: And upon his Prayer, 
God gives him freſh Aſſurances concerning the 
King of Mia, that he ſhall not come into this 
City (Zeru/alem) nor ſhoot an Arrow there, nor 
| come 


(122) 
come before ĩt with Shield, nor caſt a Bank againſt 
it: ( He ſhould not ſo much as put them in a Fright.) 
By the Way that He came, by the ſame ſhall he 
return, and ſhall not come into this City, faith the 
Lord. And it came to paſs that Night, that the 
Angel of the Lord went out, and ſmote in the 
Camp of the Myrians an Hundred fourſcore and 
five thouſand. So Sennacherib, the King of 4/- 
ia, went Home to Niniveh, where two of his 
oven Sons flew him. Thus Hezekiab and his Peo- 
ple were reſcued out of his Hands. | 
Ch. 20. God's Mercies ſeldom come alone: The late 
| _ Deliverance of Hezekiah is follow'd by one no leſs 
important to him and his People: He falls ſick, 
and receives the Sentence of Death; but accom- 
panied with a Mark of tender Mercy, that he might 
not be ſurpriz'd, but have Time to ſet his Houſe 
in Order, and provide for that long and laſt Jour- 
ney. Being defirous to live longer, he has re- 
courſe to Prayer, and finds how eaſie God is to 
be intreated. For, before the Prophet was gone 
out of th middle Court of the Palace, he is ſent 
back again with theſe comfortable Tydings from 
the Lord, viz. I have heard thy Prayers, I have 
feen thy Tears : Behold, I will heal thee: On the 
third Day thou ſhalt go up to the Houſe of the 
Lord: and I will add to thy Days fifteen Years. 
And, as if that was not enough, He adds, And I 
will deliver this City out of the Hand of the King 
of Mria, and I will defend this City, c. The 
ſeveral Steps or Degrees of God's Mercy in this 
Relation, are very remarkable; we pray in our 
Litany, From ſudden Death, good Lord, deliver 
us; Hezekiah is fore-warn'd W his, that he might 
not be ſurpriz'd, either in Relation to his tempo- 
ral or eternal Concerns: He has Notice given him 
of the Approach of Death, with Advice to ſet his 
Houſe in Order: At his Requeſt his Life is length- 


en'd, 


2 Kings 


I 
5 en'd, and for a determin'd Number of Years, that 2 N 
| he might know his appointed Time, and'be certi- 
fied how long he had to live; fo that he might 
7 never be taken away unawares: His Cure was 
ſpeedy, the Prophet preſcrib'd the Remedy; he 
| was not to languiſh under a tedious Sickneſs; for 
| in three Days he was to be ſo perectly well, that 
| he might go up to the Houſe of the Lord; there 
to give Thanks for his miraculous Recovery: And 
| to ſhew him that this Addition of Years was in 
Mercy, and not in Judgment, and that he ſhould 
live in Peace and Plenty, God repeats his former 


ö cious Promiſe of defending Hm and that City 
) om his and its moſt dangerous 9 the Kin 
; of AMhria. Hezekiah ſeeming to dqubt, at lea 


of ſo ſpeedy a Recovery, and requiring a Sign of 
the Prophet, . God is farther graciouſly pleaſed to 
comply with his Weakneſs ; and fince He had re- 
vers'd His, own Decree of Hezekiah's Death, for 
Confirmation of his Faith, at hisRequeſt, conde- 
ſcends to reverſe the Courſe of Nature; and as He 
had caus'd the Sun to ſtand ſtill at the Prayer of 
oſhua, He cauſes the Shadow of it to return ten 
grees back on the Dial of 4haz, to confirm He- 

ze tiab's Faith. | 5 | 
Notwithſtanding all the Care that God Almigh- 
ty had taken to have the Law preſerv'd, having 
commanded, by Moſes, that not only the High- 
Prieſt, but the King alſo ſhould have a Copy of 
it, and read and meditate in it Night and 8 
and that the People ſhould write it on the Poſts of 
their Doors, and on Columns to be erected for that 
Purpoſe z The idolatrous Kings and Prieſts had 
taken as much Care to deſtroy it, ſo that it ſeem d 
to be wholly loſt. But God, in his great Goodneſs 
to them, and to us, had caus'd it to be wonderful» 
E and to be found on Occaſion of good 
ing Joſiab's ordering the Ruins of the Temple 
do 


on ³ . . . Oak Fae. 
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2 Kings to be repair'd. The Book thus found was tranſ- 
mitted to Poſterity, for the general Good of 
Mankind. * 


„ 


SECT IL..CHAP.V; 


1 Chro, ING David had been a particular Object of 

God's Mercy (as you have ſeen in the Hi- 

gory of his Life) and it ſeems to have been a great 

art of the Buſineſs of his-Life, to make his Ac- 

knowledgments to God, and to inſtruct Mankind 

to praiſe and magnifie Him ; leaving them Forms 

of Doxology, the greateſt Part of the Pſalms be- 

Ch.16. ing ſuch : And by ſettling an Order of Men, whoſe , 

Buſineſs it ſhould be, in regular Courſes, to record 

and to thank and praiſe God. On that Day he 

deliver'd to them that ſeraphical Hymn, the 107 

Pfalm, with which they were to begin that ſo- 

lemn Service. Thus did the Man after God's own 

Heart, as he is ſtyl'd: and that He was ſo, appears 

by th F. e and Intimation ie ei 

ch. 1j. given by God to him; Who ſent Nathan the Pro- 

phet to him, to put him in mind of what great 

things He had done for him, and what more He 

would yet do for him, and his People; ſaying, I 

will ordain a Place for my People 1/ae!, and will 

plant them, and they ſhall dwell in their Place, 

and be remov'd no more: Neither ſhall the Chil- 

dren of Wickedneſs waſte them any more, as at 

the beginning, c. And as to himſelf, Moreover, 

I will ſubdue all thy Enemies; furthermore, I tell 

thee, that the Lord will build thee an Houſe. And 

t ſhall come to paſs, when thy Days are expir'd, 

that thou muſt, go to be with thy Fathers, I will 
raiſe up thy Seed after thee, which ſhall be of th 

Sons, and I will ctabliſh his Kingdom: He ſhll 
FE ul 
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build Me an Houſe, and I will eſtabliſh his Throne 10 


for ever. I will be his Father, and he ſhall be 
My Son; and I will not take away My Mercy 
from him, as I took it away from him that was 
before thee; but I will ſettle him in My Houſe, 
and in My Kingdom for ever, and his Throne ſhall 


be eſtabliſhed for evermore. Theſe ſeveral repeat- 


ed gracious Promiſes draw from David the follow- 
ing Acknowledgment, and humble Recognition 
Who am I, O Lord God, ſays he, and what is 
my Houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto? 
And yet this was a ſmall Thing in thine Eyes, O 
God, for Thou haſt alſo ſpoken of Thy Servant's 
Houſe, for a 2 while to come, and haſt regard 
ed me according to the Eſtate of a Man of high 


Degree: O Lord, what can David ſay more to 


Thee for the Honour of Thy Servant, Sc. What 
one Nation in the Earth is like Thy People Mrael, 
whom God went down to redeem to be His own 
People, to make 'Thee a Name of Greatneſs and 
Terribleneſs, by driving out Nations from before 


Thy People, whom Thou haſt redeemed out of 


Egypt? For Thy People Hael didſt Thou make 
Thine own People for ever; and Thou, Lord, be- 
cam'ſt their God. Now let the Thing thou haſt 
ſpoken concerning Thy Servant, and his Houſe, be 
eſtabliſh'd, that Thy Name may be magnified for 
ever; ſaying, The Lord of Hoſts is the God of 
Iſrael, even a God to 1/rael, Sc. _ 
And to ſhew that God did not only reſerve 
theſe Bleſſings for his Poſterity, but that He would 


| = 
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{till bleſs him in his own Time, He enables him Ch. 18. 


after this to conquer and ſubdue Syria, Damaſcus, 
Edom, Moab, Ammon, the Philiſtines and Amalek ; 
and proſper'd and preſery'd him wherever he went. 
And altho' God did not accept of his Offer to 
build Him an Houſe; yet He accepted of his and 
the Peoples Offerings towards the building 1 


f 
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7 Chro, And it is ſaid on that Occaſion, David the King 


Ch. 29. 


rejoyc'd with * 8 Joy, and bleſſed the Lord be- 
fore all the Congregation; and ſaid, Bleſſed be 
Thou, Lord God of Hrael our Father, for ever 
and ever; Thine, O Lord, is the Greatneſs, and the 
Power, and the Glory, and the Victory, and the 
Majeſty : For all that is in the Heaven and in the 
Earth 1s Thine. 'Thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, 
and Thou art exalted as Head above all : Both 
Riches and Honour come of Thee, and Thou 


Might ; and in Thy Hand it is to make Great, and 
to give Strength unto all. Now therefore our 
God, we thank Thee, and praiſe Thy glorious 
Name. But who am I, and what is my People, Ic. 
For we are Strangers before Thee, and Sojourners 
as were all our Fathers, c. And David ſaid to 
all the Congregation, Now bleſs the Lord your 


God: And all the Congregation bleſs'd the Lord 


God of their Fathers, and bow'd down their Heads 
and worthip'd the Lord and the King: And ſa- 
crificed Sacrifices to the Lord in abundance; and 


did cat and drink before. the Lord with great 


2 Chro. 
Ch. 1. 


Gladneſs. 
Solomon being now ſeated on his Father's Throne, 


the Text ſays, God was with him, and magnified 
him exceedingly. He alſo thought it his Duty to 
magnifie God's Mercies to him in an extraordinary 
Manner ; as he did by offering a Thouſand Burnt- 
offerings, at that Time on the Altar at Gibeon; and 
God ſhew'd His acceptance of this his Sacrifice of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, by appearing to him, and 
propoſing to him to as whit He ſhould give him: 
And Solomon faid unto God, Thou hatt ſhew'd 
great Mercy to David, my Father, and haſt made 
Mc to reign in his ſtead; give me now W iſdom 
and Knowledge, that I may go out and in before 
this People. God, who is ready to give more than 

9 ; | we 
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we deſire or deſerve, gave him what he ask d; and a C. 

over and above Riches, Wealth and Honour, fuck x 

as none of the Kings had before nor after him, in- 

ſomuch that Silver and Gold was as plenteous in 

his Days as the Stones in the Streets. ir 
Solomon having finiſh'd the Temple, dedicates Ch. 5. 

it; and when the Trumpeters and Singers were as 

one, to make one Sound to be heard in praiſing 

and thanking the Lord; and when they lift up 

their Voice with the Trumpets and Cymbals, and 

Inſtruments of Mulick, and prais'd the Lord, ſay- 

ing, For He is good, for His Mercy endureth tor 

ever: Then the Houſe was filled with a Cloud, 

and the Glory of the Lord filled the Houle. | So 

great was the Power of Praiſe ! as to introduce the 

Almighty to honour that Houſe by His perſonal 

Preſence. And farther to ſhew His Acceptance 

thereof, and of the Sacrifices then offer'd, He ſent 

Fire from Heaven which conſum'd them in a Mo- Ch. 7. 

ment,/ 'Then all the People bowed themſelves with 

their Faces to the Ground and worſhip'd, praifing 

the Lord, ſaying, For He is good, for His Mercy 

endureth for ever! And Solomon ſent the: People e 

away glad and merry in Heart, for the Goodneſs 

the Lord had ſhewed to David, and to Solomon, 

and to Iſrael His People. The Lord vouchſafes 

to appear a ſecond Time to Solomon, and tells him, 

He had heard his Prayer, and had choſen that Place 

to Himſelf for an Houſe of Sacrifice; and granted 

the ſeveral: Petitions he had made; and had ſan- 

ctified that Houſe, that His Name ſhould be there 

for ever; and His Eyes and His Heart ſhould be 

there perpetually. And in caſe Solomon ſhould fol- 

low Him with all his whole Heart, He would con- 

firm His Promiſe of the perpetual Succeſſion; 

and warns him againſt Idolatry, as what would cut 

off the Entail, and cauſe the utter Ruine and De- 

ſtruction of his Family, Kingdom, and the — 

whic 
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z Chro. which he had dedicated. Notwithſtanding that 
gracious Advertiſement, he falls into that very Sin; 
| —.— is ſtill ſo good to him, as not to take the 
ingdom, or any Part of it, out of his Hand du- 
| ring his Life: And after his Death left two Tribes 
Ch.12. to his Son; altho? he alſo forſook the Lord. Who 
by the Scourge of Shiſhak, King of Egypt, and the 
preaching of the Prophet Shemaiah, cauſed him to 
reflect and enter into himſelf. On his humbling him- 
ſelf God is pleas'd to deliver him, and to continue 
to him the Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom; of which 
Shiſbak ſeem'd to be wholly Matter : For, as the 
Text ſays, When he humbled himſelf, the Wrath 
of the — turnꝰd from him, that He would not 

Ch. 3, deſtroy him altogether. 
| In Judab alſo Things went well. Jeroboam, to 
whom God had given ten of the twelve Tribes on 
the Defection of Rehoboam, not content with fo 
| a Portion, invades the remaining two Tribes 
to take the Kingdom out of the Hands of Abi- 
jab, the Son of Rhehoboam; and marches againſt 
him with an Army of Eight hundred thouſand 
i Men, and cauſes an Ambuſhment to be laid; fo 
that the Men of Judah and Benjamin; who were 
but half the Number, had the Enemy before and 
behind them: but when they cried to the Lord, 
he ſmote Feroboam and Ifrael, before Abijab and 
Judab, who flew of them five hundred thouſand 
choſen Men; and the Children of Judah prevail'd, 
the Text ſays, becauſe they relied on the Lord 
God of their Fathers. 2 25 
Ch. 14. Zerab the Ethiopian with an Army of a Million 
of Men comes to attack 4/a King of Judah he 
cries unto the Lord, ſaying, It is nothing with 
Thee to help, whether with many, or with thoſe 
that have no Power: Help us, O Lord our God, 
for we reſt on Thee; and in Thy Name we go 
againſt this Multitude. He cruſted in God, and 
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was not diſappointed : For God deliver'd that 2 Ce. 
great Multitude into his Hand. The Prophet Ch. 45 


Azariah on this Occaſion, puts the King and his 
People in mind, that they had been a long time 
without God, and then all went wrong: but 
when in their Trouble they turn'd to Him, and 
ſought Him, He was found of them; and gave 


* 
' 
- 


them Reſt round about. Hanan! allo another Pro- Ch. 16. 


phet, puts 4/2 in mind of this great Deliverance, 
on occaſion of his having afterwards relied on the 
Syrians, and not on the Lord, for Help againſt 
Baaſha King of 1/rae]: Were not the Ethiopians, 
ſays he, and the Lubims a huge Hoſt, with very 
many Chariots and Horſemen? Vet becauſe thou 
didſt rely on the Lord, He deliver'd them into 
thine Hand: for the Eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro throughout the whole Earth, to ſhew Him- 
ſelf ſtrong in behalf of them, whoſe Heart is per- 
fe&t toward Him. And becauſe 4/a had not done 
ſo on this late Occaſion, the Prophet tells him he 
had done fooliſhly, and ſhould have Wars. 


Jehoſaphat reign'd after his Father Y, and Ch;r7: 


exceeded him in his. Sincerity and Perfectneſs of 
Heart: for the Text ſays, he walk'd in the firſt 
ways of David his Father; and for that Reaſon 
the Lord was with him, and eſtabliſn'd the King- 
dom in his Hand; and gave him Riches and Ho- 


nour in abundance. And when he had inconſide- Ch. 18. 


rately run himſelf into imminent Danger of loſin 
his Life, by accompanying wicked Abab, the 
King of 1/7ae!, in his Expedition againſt the H- 
rians (for the King of Hria having given Orders 
to his Captains that they ſhould Fight againſt none 
but the King of //rae], he cunningly diſguiz'd 
himſelf; and perſwaded Jeho/aphat to go to the 
Battel in the Habit and with the marks of his 
Royal Dignity on which account being taken by 
the Syrians for Ahab, they attack'd him * ; 
K ut 


(%%) 

2 Chro. but Jehoſaphat crying unto the Lord in this Di- 
ſtreſs) the Lord help'd him; and God, the Text 

Ch. r. ſays, mov'd them to depart from him: And he 
return'd to his Houſe in Peace. 

Chao. Afterwards, when the Moabites, Ammonites and 
their Confederates, with a very great multitude 
came to Invade his Countrey ; he and his People 
being in extreme Diſtreſs, ſet themſclves to ſeek 
the Lord, and to ask Help of Him, even from all 
the Cities of Judah they came to ſeek the Lord; 

and to acknowledge by the Mouth of Jehoſapbat, 

firſt the Power of God, and then their own want 

of Power to reſiſt fo great a Company; and that 

they knew not what to do, but that their Eyes 

were on the Lord. Then the Spirit of God came 

upon the Prophet Jehagiel, ſaying, Thus faith the 

Lord, be not afraid nor diſmay'd by reaſon of 

this great multitude, for the Battel is not yours, 

but God's: go down to them, ye ſhall not need 

to Fight, ſer your ſelves, ſtand ye ſtill, and ſee 

the Salvation of the Lord with you. O Judah 

and Jeruſalem fear not, nor be diſmay'd, for the 

Lord will be with you. And the King and Peo- 

ple bowed their Heads and Worſhip'd. And the 

the Prieſts and Singers ſtood up to praiſe the Lord 

with al oud Voice: and as the Army march'd, Je- 

ho/aphat admoniſh'd them to believe in the Lord 

their God, fo they ſhould be Eſtabliſh'd; to be- 

lieve his Prophets, and ſo they ſhould proſper: 

and he appointed Singers who ſhould praiſe the 

Beauty of Holineſs, as they went out before the 

| Army; and to ſay, Praiſe the Lord, for His Mer- 

| cy endureth for Ever. And when they began to 
=» 
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Sing and Praiſe, the Lord raiſed a Spirit of Divi- 


=” ſion in the Enemies Camp, ſo that they fell on : 
one another, and deſtroy'd one another, till there . 
| was none left. When 7ehoſaphat and his People» i 1 
| came ncar, they found them all Dead, and with 7 


| them 
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them great abundance of Riches ; inſomuch that 2 Chre. 


they were three Days in gathering of the Spoil, 
it was ſo great. Fehoſaphat celebrated with Praiſe 
and agony ory far great Deliverance and Ad- 
vantage on the Field, which was from thence 
ſtyl'd the Valley of Thankſgiving, or Praiſe. Then 
the People return'd to Jeraſalem, and Jeboſaphat 
at the Head of them in Proceſſion, with Joy; 
with Pſalteries, Harps, and Trumpets, in a con- 
tinued act of Praiſe; till they came to conclude it 
in the Houſe of the Lord. And the Realm of Jeho- 
ſaphat was quiet, for God gave him Reſt round 
about: The Fear of God falling on the Kings of 
the Neighbouring Countries, when they had hear'd 
that the Lord fought againſt the Enemies of I, 
rael. 


Jeboram had married a Daughter of the Houſe Ch. 22. 


of Ahab, had ſlain all his Brethren, and walk'd in the 
ways of the Kings of //7ae/. For which God in- 
flicted ſore Judgments on him; and his Son A. 
haziah being ſlain, together with Joram King of 
Iſrael, by Fehu, when he was executing Judgment 
on the Houſe of Abab; Athaliah the Gern Mo- 
ther, Uſurps the Kingdom of Judah, and deſtroys 
all the Seed-Royal, to ſecure her Poſſeſſion. But 
God in His infinite mercy was graciouſly pleas'd 
(in order to fullfi] his Promiſe to David, That he 
ſhould not want a Man to fit on his Throne) in a 
wonderful manner to preſerve Foaſh, an Infant, 


the youngeſt Son of Abaxiah; and to reſtore him Ch 23. 


to the Throne of his Anceſtors. And the true 
Worſhip of God, which had been aboliſh'd, is 


again reſtor'd by him: but more fully by good Ch. 29. 
Hezekiah, . who proſper'd accordingly; and re- 
claim'd Multitudes of thoſe of the ten Tribes to 
joyn themſelves to the Lord, who had been alic- 
nated from the true Religion, from the time that 
Jeroboam the Son of Nebat had obtain'd the King- 


K 2 dom, 
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2 Chro. dom, and made Mae to Sin. On this Occaſion, 
Ch. 39. Hgetiab Solemniz'd the Paſſover in ſuch a man- 


ner as had not been done ſince the Days of David 
and Solomon. And at his Prayer, God was graci- 


ouſly pleas'd to heal and accept of thoſe, who in 


the Celebration of that great Myſtery, had pre- 
Sa their Hearts to ſeck the Lord God of their 
athers, tho' not cleans'd according to the Rites 
and Purification of the Sanctuary. Then the 
Prieſts and Levites aroſe and bleed the People: 
and their Voice, the Text ſays, was heard, and 
their Prayer came up to His Holy Dwelling- 
os even to Heaven: as it ſignally appear'd ſoon 
ter. 

For, when Senacherib the King of Mria had 
gather'd a great Hoſt in order to invade and ſub- 
due the Kingdom of Judah and Jeruſalem ; as he 
had done all the Neighbouring Nations; and ſent 
blaſphemous Meſſages and Letters to Hezekiah, in 
Hopes to fright him into a Submiſſion; Hezekiah 
inſtead of being terrified, ſtrengthned himſelf in 
the Lord, and confirm'd the Hearts of his Peo- 
ple; bidding them not to be diſmay'd by reaſon 
of the King of A4/jria, and the Multitude that 
came with him. For, ſays he, there are more 
with us than with him: with him is an Arm of 
Fleſh, but with us is the Lord our God, to help 
us, and to fight our Battels. As was very ſoon 
verified ; for God ſent an Angel, and inone Night 
deſtroy'd One hundred and eighty five thouſand 
of the Enemie's Army, with all the mighty Men 
of Valour, and the Leaders, and Captains. So 


that the King of Aria return'd with ſhame of 


Face to his own Land : and when he was come 
into the Houſe of his God, they that came out 
of his own Bowels, flew him there with the 
Sword. Thus the Lord ſav'd Hezekiah, and the 


Inhabitants of Jeruſalem from the Hand of Sena- 


cherib 


| e 
. cherib the King of A/yria, and from the Hand of 2 Che. 
ö all others; and guided them on every ſide. And 
. many brought Gifts unto the Lord to Jeruſalem, 
1 and Preſents to FHezekiah ; fo that he was magni- 
. fed in the Sight of all Nations from thenceforth. 
r All this was, becauſe he truſted in the Lord; and 
$ in every Work that he began in the Service of 
e the Houſe of God, and in the Law, and in the 
: Commandments to ſeek his God, he did it with 
d all his Heart, and proſper' d. But when his Heart 
* was lifted up, and he render'd not again unto the 
n Lord, according to the Benefit done unto him; 
there was Wrath upon him, and upon Judab and 
d Jeruſalem. Notwithſtanding, when he humbled 
J- himſelf for the Pride of his Heart, both he and 
IC the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the Lord ſuſpended 
Nt the Sentence, ſo that it was not executed in his 
in Days: but God gave him afterwards great Sub- 
th ſtance, and proſper'd him in all his works, and he 
died in Peace. 5 

Manaſſeh ſucceedeth his Father FHezetiab in his Ch 33. 
Kingdom, but not in his Piety and Devotion; 
for he does wickedly above all that had gone be- 
fore him. God in mercy corrects him, ſuffers 
him to be depriv'd of his Kingdom, and to be 
carried Captive to Babylon: but when in his Af- 
fliction he beſought the Lord his God, and hum- 
bled himſelf greatly before the Lord God of his 
Fathers, and pray'd to Him; He was intreated of 
him, and heard his Supplication, and brought 
him again to Jeruſalem, and to his Kingdom, 

After the Death of good Jofiah, the Kings of Ch. 35. 
Judah for ſeveral Reigns did Evil in the Sight of Cl. 3% 
the Lord; and humbled not themſelves in return- 
ing to Him; and particularly Zedekiahb, who re- 
bell'd againſt the King of Babylon, that had made 
him King; as he had done againſt the Lord his 
God, in departing from His Law, and not obey- 


K 3 ing 
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2 Cyrv, ing His Prophet Jeremiah, ſpeaking to him in the 


Name of the Lord. Moreover. all the chief of 
the Prieſts and the Pcople tranſgrels'd very much 
after the Abominations of the Heathen, and pol- 
luted the Houſe of the Lord which He had hal- 
lowed in Feru/alem. God was {till ſo gracious to 
them, as to ſend to them His Servants the Pro- 
275 riſing up early and ſending them, becauſe 
e had Compaſſion on His People, and on His 
dwelling Place. But they mocked the Meſſen- 
f of God, and deſpiſed His words, and rejected 
iS Prophets, and torc'd Him to exert His Ju- 
ſtice, in removing them out of their own Land for 
a limited time; in Judgment {till remembring 
Mercy, and comforting . Hearts by His Pro- 
phets, aſſuring them of a Reſtoration at the time 
. 


n —_ 
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SET. . CHAP. I. 


TI E Time being accompliſh'd, God ftirr' n 
up the Heart of Cyrus King of Perſia (of 
whom it had been foretold by Name, that He 

ſhould do it, Ia. xliv. 28.) to ſend them 
Home; and with them all the Veſſels which Ne- 
buchadnezar had brought from Jeruſalem z adding 
free Gifts of his own; and encouraging his No- 


bles and Subjects to do the like, with Orders to 


re-build the Temple. And that the People might 
not go out empty, but have wherewithal to bear 
mT Charges, and Conveniencies for their Jour: 
: he order'd the People of the Places where 

8 ſojourn'd to help = with Silver, and with 
Gold, and with Goods, and with Beaſts, and with 


Bee Things ; beſides the free-will Offering 


r the Houſe of of God that is in Jeruſalem 3 Thug 
14 
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his People complicd with. And they return'd en- Exra. 


rich'd by the People with whom they ſojourn'd, 
as their Forefathers were when they came out of 
Egypt: Such favour God gave them then in the 
ſight of the Egyptians, and now of the Per/ians. In Ch. 3. 
the ſecond Year after this Reſtoration, the Foun- 
dation of the Temple is laid ; which was celebra- 
ted with all poſſible Expreſſions of Joy; the Prieſts 
being ſet in their Apparel with 'Trumpets, and the 
Levites with Cymbals to praiſe the Lord, after the 
Ordinance of David King of Hrael; they ſang to- 
gether by courſe in Prailing and giving Thanks 
unto the Lord, becauſe He is good, for is Mercy 
endureth for ever towards Iſrael. And when a Ch. 4. 
ſtop was put to the Work, by an Order from Ar- 
taxerxes, upon a malicious Repreſentation made 
by the Governors of the Neighbouring Countries ; 
God gave them ſuch Favour with Darius, who had Ch. 5. 
conquer'd the Perſians, that he not only order'd 
the Work to go on; but that out of his ownRe- 
venue, and of the Tribute of thoſe Countries, 
forthwith Expences ſhould be given to the Build- 
ers, that they might not be hinder'd; and that 
which they have need of, as young Bullocks and 
Rams and Lambs for the Burnt-offerings of the 
God of Heaven, Wheat, Salt, Wine and Oyl, 
according to the Appointment of the Prieſts which 
were at Jeruſalem; and he made a Decree, That 
whoſoever ſhould diſobey this Order, Timber 
ſhould be pulled down from his Houſe, and being 
ſet up, he ſhould be hanged thereon, and his 
Houſe be made a Dunghill. 1 

The Houſe of God was finifh'd accordingly; 
and they kept the Dedication of it with joy. For 
the Lord had made them joy ful, and turn d the 
Heart of the King of A/jria unto them, to 
ſtrengthen their Hands in the Work of the Houle 
of God, the God of Mael. 
Ah K 4 Ezra 


Exra. 


0 
Ezra the Prieſt, by the good Hand of God that 


Ch. 7. Vas upon him, becauſe he had prepar'd his Heart 


to ſeek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, found 
ſuch Favour with King Artaxerxes, that he not 
only gave Lcave for him and ſuch of the Jews as 


would accompany him, to go up to Feru/alem , 


* 


Q. d. 


but alſo wrote a Letter, by way of a Decree, to 
authorize them ſo to do: and he and his Counſel- 
lors ſent by Ezra very rich Preſents to the Tem- 
ple, with Liberty to collect from his People what- 
ever they would freely give, and diſpoſe of the 
{ame for the Service of God, as he, and the Prieſts 
his Brethren ſhould think fit : and whatſoever 
ſhould be ncedful for the Houſe of God, which 
he ſhould have occaſion to beſtow, he was autho- 
riz'd to beſtow it out of the King's Treaſury ; and 
the Treaſurers were order'd to ſupply him, as far 
as 2 hundred Talents of Silver, a hundred Meaſures 
of W heat, a hundred Baths of Wine, a hundred 
Baths of Oyl, and Salt without Limitation. He 
likewiſe exempts the Prieſts, Levites and Singers, 
Porters, Nethinims and Miniſters of the Houſe of 
God from all Toll, Tribute and Cuſtoms : and 
impowers Eæra to appoint Magiſtrates and Judges 
in the Countrey: and to teach them that did not 
know the Law of God and to put to Death, im: 
priſon, baniſh or confiſcate the Goods of all, who- 
ever would not do the Law of God, and of the 
King. In conſideration of which wonderful Suc- 
ceſs, Ezra breaks out into the following Doxolo- 
gie; Bleſſed be the Lord God of our Fathers, 
Who hath put ſuch a thing as this in the King's 
Heart, to beautify the Houle of the Lord in Jerd- 


falem; and hath extended Mercy unto me before 
the King and his Counſellors z and þefore all the 


King's mighty Princes, 
With this great Treaſure, which the King 
and his Counſellors, and Princes ang Prople bad 
pffere 
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offered to God, Ezra and his Company ſet out . 


for Jeruſalem : and altho* they knew the danger 
of being ſet upon and rob'd by the way, yet did 
they not think it for the Honour of God, on 
whoſe Protection they relied, to ask any Guard 


of the King: but Ezra applied himſelf to the 


King of Kings by Faſting and Praying : and b 
His 3 Alnſkance N Fom the 4 
mies and liers in wait, and brought all ſafe to 
Jeruſalem; and deliver'd the King's Letters to his 
Lieutenants, who readily obey'd, and farther'd 
the Houſe of God. | 


SEC T. Il. CHAP. Il 


EHE MIA, who was of the Captivity, 

and returned not with his Brethren, being 
Cup-bearer to the aforeſaid King Artaxerxes, being 
afflicted for the Deſolation of Jeruſalem; the Walls 
and Gates whereof had been demoliſh'd, and were 
not yet repair'd; faſts, and prays to God to give 
him Favour 1n the Sight of the King, and to pro- 


ſper him in what he had in his Thoughts. The Ch. 2- 


King takes notice of his Melancholy, and the 
Diforder he was in: which put him in a great 
fright : It being dangerous for Courtiers to appear 
diſcontented. When he had declar'd the Cauſe 
of his Grief, and pray'd to to God; He gave him 
ſuch Favoyr in the Sight of the King, as that he 
ſent him to Jeruſalem, and made him Governor of 
the Countrey, gave him a Guard, and Orders to 
repair the Walls of Jeruſalem; and ſent Directions 


Nehem. 
\& y 


by him to his Officers and Miniſters in thoſe 


Parts to ſupply him with Materials for the Work. 
And when the Enemies of the Jews, who envied 
their Reſtoration and their repairing the on; 

8 would 


Nehem. 


4. 
Ch. 6. 


11. 


* 
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would have obſtrufted the Work, Nehemiah an- 
ſwer'd, The God of Heaven, He will proſper us. 
And when they conſpir'd to come with Forces to 
fall on the Jews; and endeavour'd by cunning 
practiſes to get Nehemiah into their Hands; God 
was pleaſed, for their Reliance on Him, to deliver 
them from their Enemies on every Side : For God 
ſtrengthen'd their Hands; ſo that the Text ſays, 
their Enemies themſelves perceiv'd that the work 


- was wrought of God. After this all the People 


met together, and had the Law read to them. 
On that occaſion, they made as well a Confeſſion 
of their Sins, as of the Sins of their Fathers; and 
a Recital of the great-and fignal Mercies God had 
from time to time ſhewed to their Fathers, and 
them. Afterwards they made a Proceſſion on the 
Walls of the City, to Dedicate them; and to give 
Thanks unto the Lord, who had been fo gracious 
to them. On that Day they alſo offer'd great Sa- 
crifices, and rejoyc'd : For, the Text ſays, God 
had made them rejoyce with great Joy. 


SECT 1 CHar. nt 


. cree for the effecting it. WR OUR, Ne 


ROUD Haman, chief Miniſter to King 4- 
haſuerus, takes offence at Mordecai a Jew for 
nee not Bowing to him, and paying him that Re- 
ſpect as others did: And n to be reveng d 
of Mordecai alone, reſolves to deſtroy all the Jews 
that were in that vaſt Empire; and obtain'd a De- 


to put it in Execution, and his inveterate Malice 
not admitting of ſo long a delay, he cauſes a Gal- 
lows of fifty Cubits high to be erected, to hang 
up Mordecai upon; deſigning thus to exalt the 


' Man that would not fall down and reverence him. 


The 
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The King's Decree for this Execution was firſt to Eher. 
be obtain d; but God had decreed otherwiſe. For Ch. 6. 


the Night before Haman was to apply himſelf to 
the King, for an Order to put Mordecai to Death, 
God order'd it ſo, that the King could not Sleep, 
and commanded the Book of Records of the Chro- 
nicles to be read to him; and there it was related 
how Mordecai had difover'd a Conſpiracy of two 
of the King's Chamberlains againſt the Life of the 
King : who thereupon enquiring what Reward 
Mordecai had receiv'd for ſo ſignal a Service, and 
finding nothing had been done for him; and Ha- 
man being at that inſtant waiting for an Audience, 
to propole putting Mordecai to Death, the King 
prevented the Motion, by asking him, What 
ſhould be done to the Man whom the King de- 
lighted to honour? Now Haman thinking there 
was none that the King would delight to honour 
more than himſelf, vainly propos'd, that the Per- 
fon whom the King delighted to honour, ſhould 
be cloathed with the Royal Apparel which the 
King uſed to wear, and ſhould ride on the Horſe 
which the King uſed to ride upon, with the 
Crown Royal on his Head, and that one of the 
King's moſt noble Princes ſhould” lead him on 
Horſeback through the Streets of the City, and 
proclaim before him, Thus ſhall it be done to the 
Man whom the King delighteth to honour. All 
which Honours: Haman was commanded to do to 
Mor decai as he did accordingly, inſtead of Hang: 
ing him on the Gallows he had prepared: not tore» 
ſeeing that the Honours he had intended for himſelf 
ſhould be done to Mordecai; much leſs that the 
Gallows he had erected for Mordecai, ſhould be 
the laſt ſtep of his Exaltation , as afterwards befell 


him. For the. Queen who was Morgecai's Niece, Ch. 7. 


having inform'd the King of the ſurprize put on 
Him by Haman, in obtaining the aforeſaid Cy 
15 ö or 


Eſ ber. 


Ch. 8. 
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for the Deſtruction of all the Jews in the Empire, 
and conſequently of her ſelf, and her Unkle Mor- 
decai; the King order'd Haman, for this his 
wicked Advice, to be hanged on the ſame Gallows 
he had erected for Mordecai : W hom he made chief 


Miniſter in Haman's Room: and gave the confiſ- 


cation of Haman's Eſtate to Eſther ; and by a new 


Decree diſappointed the Effect of that obtain'd by 


Haman againſt the Jews; giving them leave to 
take up Arms to defend themſelves, and revenge 


Ch. 9. themſelves on their Enemies. Which they fully 


Job. 
Ch. 1. 


Ch. 2. 


did; and inſtead of Faſting, and Weeping, and 
Mourning, (which they had had on account of 
the former Decree obrain'd againſt them by Ha- 
man) they had Light, and Gladneſs, and Joy, and 
Honour; and in every City they had a Feaſt, and 
a good Day. To perpetuate the Memory of this 
55 Deliverance, they ordain'd two Days to be 

ept by themſelves and their Poſterity, to cele- 
brate the Days wherein they reſted from their Ene- 
mies, and the Month that was turned to them 
from Sorrow to Joy, and from Mourning to a 
good Day; that they ſhould make them Days of 

eaſting and of Joy, and of ſending Portions to 
one another, and Gifts to the Poor. 


CE | 


SECT. WM. CHAP. IV. 


OR the Tryal of Job's Patience, God per- 
mitted the Devil to deprive him of all his 
Worldly Subſtance (which was very greatz for 
it's ſaid he was the greateſt Man of the Eaſt) and 
of what was yet more dear to him, of all his Chil- 
dren 3 and over and above to afflict him in his 


Body with fore Boils from the Sole of his Foot to 


the Crown of his Head, But the Text ſays, ” 


13 
all this Fob did not Sin with his Lips, nor charge Job. 
God Fooliſhly: which the Devil falſly alledged 
he would do: he deceiv'd that yu Deceiver. 
The Lord gave, ſays he, and the Lord hath taken 
away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. In his Ch. 4. 
deplorable Condition his Friends viſit him; but 
inſtead of bringing him Comfort, they reproach 
him, and treat him as the Devil had done, accu- 
ſing him of Hypocriſy. But he bears with the 
fame Fortitude the reproaches of his Friends, as 
he had done the ill Treatment of the Devil; in 
juſtifying himſelf, he {till magnifies the Mercy of 
God. What is Man, ſays he, that Thou ſhouldeſt Ch. 7. 
magnifie him? and that Thou ſhouldeſt fer thy 
Heart upon him? that thou ſhould'ſt viſit him eve 
Morning, and try him every Moment? Thou halt 
cloathed me with Skin and Fleſh, and fenc'd me 
with Bones and Sinews. Thou haſt granted me Ch. 10. 
Life and Favour, and thy Viſitation has preſerv'd 
my Spirit. Tho' He ſlay me, yet will I truſt in Ch. 13. 
Him: He alſo ſhall be my Salvation, Thou wilt Ch. 14. 
have a deſire to the work of thy Hands. I know Ch. 19. 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that He ſhall ftand 
at the later Day on the Earth; and tho” after my 
Skin Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in my Fle 
ſhall I ſee God. When He hath tryed me, I ſhall Ch. 23. 
come forth as Gold. Will He plead againſt me 
with His great Power? No, but he would pur 
Strength in me. 8 honſ 

God having feen how Job had.behav'd himſelf, 
and heard as well what he ſaid, as his Friends, 
is graciouſly pleaſed to anſwer 70, and aflerts 
His Mercy is over all his Works, by ſeveral —- 
particular Inſtances 3 as in reſtraining the Sea Ch. 28. 
from overflowing the Earth; in ſending Rain 
on the Earth where no Man is, even on the Wil- 
derneſs wherein there is no Man, to ſatisfy the 
deſolate and waſte Ground, and to cauſe the 


Bud 


(742) 
Jeb. Bud of the tender Herb to ſpring forth: And as 
to Man, in putting Wiſdom in the inward parts, 
and giving Underſtanding to the Heart: as to the 
moſt ravenous Beaſts and Birds, in hunting the 
Prey for the Lyon, and filling the Appetite of the 
young Lyon; in providing the Raven his Food, 
Ch. 39. When his young ones cry to God; in ſending the 
Wild Aſs free, and looſing his Bands, G. 
Ch. a1. What Job ſays of God; viz. Sorrow is turn'd in- 
too Joy before Him, ſoon appears true in his 
own Caſe. For upon Job's humbling himſelf, and 
Ch. 42. ſubmitting to God, He admits of his Interceſſion 
for his Friends, who had not ſpoken the thing 
that was right of God, as Job had done, the Lord 
accepted Job in his Supplication for his Friends 
and turn'd his Captivity z and gave him twice as 
much Subſtance as he had before. He alſo turn'd 
the Hearts of his Friends and Acquaintance to him, 
Ao that they made him Preſents : God gave him 
the ſame number of Children as he had before; 
and it is remark'd, that his Daughters were the 
faireſt Women of the Countrey. And Fob liv'd 
after this an hundred and forty ' Years, to enjoy 
all this Plenty; and ſaw his Sons, and his Son's 
Sons, even four Generations; and died old, and 

full of Days. ys oor | 
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SE CT. II. CHAP. V. 


Jerem. MS God had deliver'd his People in general 

Ch. 34. from being Slaves to the Egyplians; ſo when 

ſome of them made of their poor Brethren Slaves 

to themſelves; God, who is no reſpecter of Per- 

| fons, for His Mercy is over all His Works, exhorts 
1 5 them by His Prophet, to proclaim Liberty to ſuch 
| as they had brought into Slavery: which $6 an 
© a r 
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they had wickedly retracted, in cauſing their poor Jerem. 
Brethren to return into Slavery ; God Proclaims 
Liberty for them to the Sword, to the Peſtilence, 

and to the Famine, c. 

God had threaten'd fore Judgments againſt Ch. 48. 
Moab, Ammon, and Edom, for their Enmity, Ma- Ch. 49. 
lice and Oppreſſion: But promiſes Deliverance to 
each of them, in their appointed time: and even 
to Egypt, Exek, xxix. | 5 

Fehoiakim King of Judah, had for his Tranſ- Ch. 52. 

eſſions been carried Captive to Babylon by Ne» 
3 and lay 37 Years in Priſon; after 
which, God gave him ſuch Favour with Evil- 
Merodach King of Babylon, that he releaſed him 
out of Priſon, ſpake kindly to him, changed his 
Priſon'Garments, ſet his Throne above the Throne 
of the Kings that were with him in Babylon; and 
he did continually eat Bread before him all the 
Days of his Life. 


W HEN Nebuchaduezzar King of Babylon Daniel. 
carried away Jehoiakim King of Judah Cap» Ch. 1. 
tive, he order'd certain Youths of the King's 
Seed and the Princes Children in whom was no 
blemiſh, and well favour'd, and ſuch as were of 
good parts, and were Capable of Education, to be 
inſtructed in the Language and Learning of the 
Chaldeans, that they might be qualified to ſerve 
and attend on the King. Theſe were committed 
to the Care of the Prince of the Eunuchs; who 
aſſign'd them particular Governors and Preceptors 
for their Inſtruction and Improvement; and their 
Diet, at the King's Charge. Amongſt theſe were 
Daniel, Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah ; who 
altho' young, yet were ſo well inſtructed in the 
Principles of their Religion, and ſo zealous of 
obſerving the Laws of it, and particularly Daniel, 
that tho the Diet afſign'd them, were 9 5s 

> cat 
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Daniel. Meat the King himſelf did eat, and of the Wine 


he drank, and conſequently the beſt, and moſt deli- 


cious; yet conſiſting of what was not conform 


able to the Law of Moſes, they prefer'd the cat- 
ing of Pulſe', and drinking Water, before the 
King's Meat and Wine: and God gave them ſuch 


Favour with the Governor who was ſet over them, 


that he comply'd with their Requeſt, at the Ha- 
zard of his own Life, which he was ſenſible he 
endanger'd, by changing their Diet, in caſe they 
ſhould be found not to thrive, and be in as good 
caſe as the others who eat of the King's Mear, 
and drank of his Wine. But God was pleas'd ſo to 
bleſs the Abſtinence of Daniel and his Compamions, 
that they throve better, and were fatter and fairer 
with that lean Diet, than the other Children who 


. far'd deliciouſly. Moreover God gave Daniel 


and the other Three Knowledge, and Skill in all 
Learning, and Wiſdom; and ro Daniel he gave 
Underſtanding in all Viſions, and the Interpretation 
of Dreams. Thus qualified they were introduc'd 
to the King, with the others: And when the 
King had diſcours'd with them, and examin'd them 
all, he found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Miſhael 


and Azariah: For in all matters of Wiſdom and 


Underſtanding that He enquired of them, He 
found them ten times more knowing than all the 


Magicians and Aſtrologers that were in all His 


Kingdom. So they were prefer'd to wait upon 
the King. | > pp 


Daniel's Wiſdom and Skill in Dreams came ſoon 


to be try'd, for his and his Companion's Exalta- 
tion, and the Honour and Glory of God. For 
Nebuchadnezzar dream'd Dreams, which much ter- 
rified and troubled him: but he had forgot the 
particulars of his Dreams : however, calling for 
the Magicians, Aſtrologers, Sorcerers, and Chat- 


deans, Who were at hand, He requires of them to 
| | | declare 
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of it. When they repreſented this as an unrea- 
ſonable, and impracticable Demand; he paſſed 
Sentence of Death on all thoſe. call'd The, Wiſe 
Men in his Kingdom, tho? abſent; in which Num- 
ber Daniel and his three Companions were coms 
prix d. When Daniel heard of the Decree, he 
prevail'd with the Captain who was charg'd with 
the Execution of it, to delay it, to gain Time, 
till he could make Application to the King himſelf, 
which he did accordingly ; promiſing to fatisfie 
him. Having obtain'd a Reſpite, Daniel goes 
Home, and acquaints Hananiah, Miſbael, and A. 
zariah with the Matter: they joyn together in re- 
queſting Mercies of the God of Heaven concern- 
ing this Secret; that they might not periſh with 
the reſt of the Wiſe Men of Babylon. God was 
graciouſly pleas'd to reveal the Secret to Daniel. 
Then Daniel bleſſed the God of Heaven; ſaying; 
Bleſſed be the Name of God for ever and ever; 
for Wiſdom and Might are His: He changeth the 
Times and the Seaſons: He removeth Kings; and 
ſetteth up Kings: He giveth Wiſdom to the Wiſez 
and Knowledge to them that know Underſtanding; 
He revealeth the deep and ſecret Things: He 
knoweth what is in the Darkneſs, and the Light 
dwells with Him. I thank Thee and praiſe Thee; 
O Thou God of my Fathers, who baſt given me 
Wiſdom and Might; and haſt made known unto 
me now what we defired of Thee; for thou haſt 
now made known tous the King's Matter. Having 
thus given God the 1 to Him, Daniel 
firſt charitably interpoles with the Captain of the 
Guard, not to deſtroy the Wiſe Men, but to in- 
troduce him to the King; for that he would ful - 
ly ſatisfie the King: being introduc'd accordingly; 
he let him know that no Man was ſo Wile as to 
diſcoyer ſo great a hs 3 of himſelf; but that 


there 
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Daniel. Hee i is a God in Heaven that revealeth Secrets, 
and maketh known to the King what ſhall be in 


the later Days; and then he tells the King the 


| Particulars of his Dream, with the Interpretation 


of it. 'Then the — fell upon his Face and 
worſhipped Daniel; commanded they ſhould 


offer an Oblation ang | foreet Odours to him ; and 


acknowledged that in Truth the God of Daniel is 
a Gop of Gods, and a Lord of Kings, and a Re- 
vealer of Secrets; ſeeing Daniel could reveal this 
Secret, which he had told the King he did by the 
Help of God. Then the King made Daniel a 
at Man, and gave him many Gifts, and made 
im Ruler over the whole Province 'of Babylon. 
Bur he requeſted that his three Companions might 
be made Governors of that Province, and that he 
himſelf might remain at Court: which was grant- 
ed 1 
Nebichadneæzar, who had ſo lately expe- 
Box and acknowledg'd the Power of fo 
— "Joh Him, and himfelf, as to think either 
imſelf a God, or that he could make one: He 
cauſes to be erected 1 Statue of Gold 
(Sixty Cubits high, and Sixty Cubits broad) and 
Summons all his Princes, Miniſters and Great Of- 
ficers to the Dedication of it; and to fall down 
and worſhip it, under the Penalty of — the 


Tame hour caſt into the midſt of a burning fiery 
Furnace on their Refuſal. His own People obey 


den Decree: but Shadrach, Meſbach and Abed-nego, 
hich are Hananiab, Mzſhael, and A=ariah, their 
ames being changed) whom he had lately ſet 


per the Affairs of the Province of Babylon, refuſe 


o comply with it; and teſtifying their Truſt and 
Reede on God's Help, are bound up in their 


Cloalhs, and caſt into the midſt of a burning ay 
Furnace; which becauſe of the King's Fury, was 


"now heated ſeven times more than it was wont 


er 


to 
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to be q inſomuch that the Flame ſlew thoſe Men Daniel. 


who caſt them in. The King's Rage and Zeal, 
for this new god of his own making, added to 
his natural Cruelty, induced him to be preſent at 
this Execution: and whilſt he was attentively 
looking into the Furnace, to feed his Eyes with 
that barbarous Spectacle, thinking to ſee thoſe 
three Men miſerably conſumed by the Flames, he 

erceiv'd them, and one more walking with them 
in the midſt of the Fire: and obſerv'd ſuch Di- 
ſtinction in the fourth Perſon, as that he judg'd Him 
to be the Son of God, ſent by His Father to pres 
ſerve theſe his faithful Servants from the Violence 
of the Flames: and the King coming neqrgr to the 
Mouth of the Furnace, calls to them to come forth, 
ſtyling them the Servants of the moſt High God, 
(perceiving now there was a God that was above 
him; or his god of Sixty Cubits high.) They 
readily obey'd. When he, and his Princes, and 
Officers had ſurvey' d them, and found the Fire to 
have had no Power on their Bodies, or any thing 
they had on them, except their Bonds: This ex- 
torted from the King the following Doxology, 
viz. Bleſſed be the Lord of Shadrach, Meſbach 
and Abed-nego, who hath ſent his Angel and deli- 
ver'd his Servants that truſted in Him, and have 
changed the King's Word, and yielded their Bo- 
dies, that they might not ſerve nor worſhip any 
God, except their own God. And thereupon he 
makes a Decree, that every People, Nation and 
Language which ſhould ſpeak any thing amiſs a- 
gainſt the God of Shadrach, Meſbach and Abed- ne- 
go, ſhould be cut in Pieces, and their Houſes made 
a Dunghill: becauſe, ſays he, there is no other 
God that can deliver after this{ort. And he a- 
gain promoted Sbadrach, Meſbach and Abed.uego in 
the Province of Babylon. | 


1.2 Notwith- 


* 
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Daniel. Notwithſtanding the two aforeſaid ſignal In- 
| Cn. 4. ſtances of God's Power, and Nebuchadnezzar's Ac- 
| knowledgments on thoſe Occaſions, he foon forgot 

himſelf, and attributed to himſelf that Power and 
Glory which God had beſtowed on him. Who 
reſolving now to humble him to purpoſe, and to 
bring him to a true Knowledge of God and him- 
ſelf; is ſo gracious however as to forewarn him of 
it by a Dream; which is interpreted to him by 
p Daniel: the Sentence was, that they ſhould drive 
þ - him from the Converſation of Men, and his Dwel- 
| ling ſhould be with the Beaſts of the Field; and 
they ſhould make him to eat Graſs as Oxen, and 
wet him with the Dew of Heaven, during ſeven 
Years "Nth he ſhould know that the moſt High 
ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to 
whomſoever He will; but that after the limited 
Time, his Kingdom ſhould be fare to him; after 
that he ſhould have known that the Heavens do 
rule. Daniel having thus interpreted the Dream, 
and declar'd all this to him, and advis'd him 
to break off his Sins by Righteouſneſs, and his 
Iniquity by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor; if it 
it may be, ſays he, a Lengrhening of thy Tranquil- 
lity: and this Admonition having no Effect on 
him, but his Heart being ſtill lifted up; while he 
was boaſting, as he walked in his Palace at Ba- 
bylon, and ſaying, Is not this great Babylon that I 
have built for the Houſe of the Kingdom, by the 
Might of my Power, and for the Honour of my 
Majeſty ? while the Words were in his Mouth, a 
Voice from Heaven ſaid to him, O Nebuchadnez- 
Zar, to thee it is ſpoken, The Kingdom 1s de- 
parted from thee. . And the ſame Hour the afore- 
ſaid Sentence of his being driven from among Men, 
and treated as a Beaſt was executed on him : But 
at the Lime limited, when he lifted up his Eyes to 
Heaven, his Underſtanding return'd to him, __ 
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he bleſſed the moſt High, and prais'd. and ho- Part. 


nour'd Him that lives for ever, whoſe Dominion 
is everlaſting, and His Kingdom is from Ge- 
neration to Generation; and all the Inhabitants of 
the Earth are reputed as nothing; and He does 
according to His will in the Army of Heaven, and 
among the Inhabitants of the h; and none 
can = | His Hand, or ſay unto Him, W hat doeſt 
Thou ? At the fame Time his Reaſon return'd to 
him: and for the Glory of his Kingdom, his Ho- 
nour and Brightneſs return'd to him ; and his 
Counſellors and his Lords ſought unto him; and 
he was eſtabliſhed in his Kingdom; and excellent 
Majeſty was added to him. All which he recites 
in his Proclamation, or Declaration, which begins 
thus, viz. Nebuchadnezzar the King, unto all Peo- 
pi Nations and Languages that dwell in all the 

rth ; I thought it good to ſhew the Signs and 
Wonders that the High God has wrought towards 
me. How great are His Signs! and how mighty 
are His Wonders! His Kingdom is an everlaſting 
Kingdom, and His Dominion is from Generation 
to Generation. And then having recited - his 
Dream, and the Interpretation of it; and his De- 
privation, and Reſtoration to his Reaſon and his 
Kingdom, he concludes thus: Now I Nebuchad- 
2eZzar praiſe, extol and honour the King of Hea- 
ven, all whoſe Works are Truth, and His Ways 
Judgment, and thoſe that walk in Pride, He is 
able to abaſe. 


God had given Daniel and his Companions great Ch. g. 


Fayour, and Eſteem in the Opinion of the 

of Perſia; and when the Empire was tranſlated 
from the Per ſians to- the Medes, by Belteſhazzar's 
being ſlain, and Darius's ſeizing the Kingdom: 
this Change made no Alteration in their Intereſts: 


- 


\ 


For God gave them equal Favour and Eſteem with Cu. 6. 


the new King; who ſet Daniel at the Head of all 


L 3 the 


2 ee 
Daniel. the Affairs of the Empire; which he had com- 
mitted to the Management of 120 Princes, and 
ſet over them three Preſidents, of which Daniel 
was the chief. But he being a Stranger, and a 
Captive, and of a different Religion, this render'd 
him the Object of Envy and Malice to all thoſe 
great Men; who conſpire together to undermine 
and ruine him: but knowing his great Integrity, 
as well as Ability in the Management of his Buſi- 
neſs, they deſpair'd of finding any Fault in his Ad- 
miniſtration; and therefore conclude that they 
could find no Occaſion againſt him, except con- 
cerning the Law of his God; to whom they had 
obſerv d he paid his daily Devotion, at certain re- 
lar Times. They then addreſs'd the King, that 
e would make a Decree, that whoever ſhould 
ask a Petition of any God, or Man, for 30 Days, 
except of the King, he ſhould be caſt · into the 
Den of Lyons. The King moved by his own 
Vanity, is ſurpriz'd by this flattering Addreſs; and 
not knowing the true Intent of it, confirms it. 
Daniel, tho' he knew the Decree was ſign'd, per- 
form'd his Devotions as uſually, three Times a Day, 
the Windows of his Chamber being open, as for- 
merly; and pray'd and gave Thanks to his God, 
as he uſed to do. His Enemies, who knew the 
Times and Place of his Devotions, aſſemble and 
find him at them, and accuſe him of the Violation 
of the Law, and demand of the King to put it in 
Execution. The King finding the Conſequence 
of that vain Decree, condemns himſelf for ſign- 
ing it, and pleads for Daniel; but all in vain: For 
the Princes told him, the Laws of the Medes and 
Perſians alter not; but what the King had ſign'd, 
mult be executed. The King is forc'd to yield; 
but ſays to Daniel, thy God, whom thou ſerveſt 
continually, He will deliver thee. Daniel was 
caſt into the Den; and that there might be no 
a Pretence 
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Pretence for any Contrivance for his Reſcue, a Daniel. 
Stone was laid on the Mouth of it, and the King 
ſeal'd it with his own Signet, and with the Sig- 
net of his Lords. But they had not ſhut up the 
Mouth of the Den faſter, than God had ſhut up 
the Mouths of the Lyons; as appear'd the next 
Momings. when the King, who had paſs'd the 
Night taſting and without Sleep, coming early 
to the Den, found the Lyons had not hurt him: 
becauſe, the Text ſays, he believ'd in his God. 
The King commanded him to be taken up out of 
the Den, and his Accuſers to be caſt into it; who 
not finding the ſame Protection, were broken to 
Pieces by the Lyons, before they fell to the Bot- 
tom of the Den. To celebrate this miraculous 
Work of God, Darius the King publiſheth aDe- 
cree, enjoyning all People, Nations and Langua- 
ble in every Dominion of his Kingdom, to trem- 
ble and fear before the God of Daniel; for He is 
the Living God, and ftedfait for ever; and His 
* that which ſhall not be deſtroyed; and 
His Dominion ſhall be even unto the Pad He 
delivereth and reſcueth; and He worketh Signs 
and Wonders in Heaven and in Earth: Who hath 
deliver d Daniel from the Power of the Lyons. So 
Daniel proſper'd in the Reign of Darius, and in 
the Reign of Cyrus the Perſian, and was much 
belov'd of them, becauſe he was ſo of God, as 
an Angel who was ſent to him to ſtrengthen him, 
and explain the Viſions and Revelations God had 
graciouſly. been pleas'd to communicate to him, 
had twice aſſur'd him. | 
In this and the following Chapters, God made Ch. 7, 
known to Daniel the Coming and Kingdom of 
Chriſt ; and that there was given Him Dominion 
and Glory, and a Kingdom; that all People, Na- 
tions and Languages ſhould ſerve Him; that His 
Dominion is an eyerlaſting Dominion, which 
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Daniel ſhall not paſs away, and his Kingdom that which 


Eh. ro. 
faſted, and pray'd, and mourn'd three whole 
Weeks ; this Humiliation and Mortification of his 


ſhall not be deſtroyed : But that the Saints of the 
moſt High ſhould take the Kingdom and poſſeſs it 
for ever, even for ever and ever: and the Kingdom 
and Dominion, and the Greatneſs of the Kingdom 
under the whole Heaven ſhould be given to the faid 
Saints of the moſt High, whoſe Kingdom is an 
everlaſting Kingdom, and all Dominion ſhould 
ſerye and obey Him. Daniel is not vainly puffed 
up by theſe ſtupendous and extraordinary Marks 
of Divine Fayour ; but on the contrary, humbles 


. himſelf the more: He ſays, he ſet his Face unto 


the Lord God to ſeek by Prayer and Supplications, 
with Faſting, and Sackcloth and Aſhes; and pray'd 
unto the Lord his God, and made his Confeſſion, 
and faid,O Lord,the great and dreadful God, keep- 
ing the Covenant and Merey to them that love 
Him, and to them that keep his Commandments. 
Having made a general Confeſſion of the Sins of 


His Nation, he goes on, To us belongeth Confu- 


fion of Face; but to the Lord our God Mercies 
and Forgiyenelſs : and returning to his Confeſſion, 
concludes with Supplication and Prayer for the 
Reſtoration of his People to their Countrey. In 
the fame inſtant an Angel is ſent to comfort him 


and aſſure him that God had accepted his Prayer, 


and to inſtruct him of the limited Time to finiſh 
the Tranſgreſſion, and to make an End of Sins, 
and to make Reconciliation for Iniquity, and to 
bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and to anoint 
the moſt Holy: and that after ſuch a Time the 
Meſſiah ſhould be cut off, but not for Himſelf. 

When after this, in the Reign of Cyrus, Daniel 


is followed by a new Revelation. An Angel ap- 
pear d unto him, and faid, O Daniel, a Man greatly 
Belov'd, fear not: for from the firſt Day —_ 
TW 1. 4 thou 
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thou didſt ſet thy Heart to underſtand , and to Daniel, 
chaſten thy {elf before thy God, thy Words were 
heard; and I am come becauſe of thy Words: 

now I am come to make thee underſtand what ſhall 

befal thy People in the later Days. Bur the F 

of the Viſion and Surprize having amaz*d a 
weaken'd him; an Angel ftrengthen'd him, and 

faid, O Man greatly belov'd, fear not, Peace be 

to thee; be ſtrong : and then reyeal'd to him fe- 

veral Things to come; and particularly the Trou- | 
bles that ſhould befall the Jews. That the Rob- Cl. xt. 
bers of his People ſhould exalt themſelves, but 

that they ſhould fall; and that they who knew 

their God ſhould be ſtrong, and do Exploits; and 
when they ſhould fall, they ſhould be holpen'wirh . 
a little Help: that ſome of them of Underſtanding Ch. ta-. 
ſhould fall to try them, and to purge and to make 

them white. But that every one ſhould be deli- 
ver'd, that ſhould be found written in the Book; 

and many of them that ſleep in the Duſt of the 
Earth ſhould awake : and they that be wiſe ſhould 

ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament; and 

they that turn many to Righteouſnels, as the Stars 

for ever and ever: that many ſhould be purified and 

made white. Blefled is he that waiteth ! And Da- 
niol is aſſured that he ſhall reſt, and ſtand in his Lot, 

at the End of the Days. a . 
INEV EA was a great and Royal City; Jena. 
and its Iniquities were equal to its Great 
neſs, and cry'd to Heaven for 2 The 
Prophet Jonab is order'd by God to denounce it. 

But Jonah being more afraid of Men than of God, 
inſtead of delivering his Meſſage to the Nine vites, 

takes Shipping at Joppa, with Deſign to go to Tar- 

ſhiſh, and fly from the Preſence of God: Who 

ſends a great Wind after him, not to drive him 
forward, but to bring him back. The Mariners 

are afrighted;; and concluding this was a Judgment | 

| on 
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Jonah. on them for the Sins of ſome one amongſt them, 
caſt Lots to find out the guilty Perſon z the Lot 
falls on Jonab; who confeſſes his Fault, and is caft 
intò the Sea, to appeale it; which immediately 
grew calm. 

Ch.2. God who intended not the Deſtruction but Cor- 
rection of the Prophet, in Judgment remember'd 
Mercy, and ſent a great Whale to ſwallow up Jo- 

iq nah, in order to bring him and Land him; which 

upon his Prayer God orders the Fiſh to do accord- 
ingly. When my Soul fainted in me, fays he, I 
remember'd the Lord, and my Prayer came in 
| unto Thee, into thy Holy Temple. I will ſacri- 
| fice unto Thee with the Voice of Thankſgiving : 
- = pay that I have vowed Salvation is of the 

Lord! 1 | | 

Ch. 3. Jonab having receiv'd a new Commiſſion, goes 
to Nzeveh, and declares, that in forty Days it 
it ſhould be deſtroyed. The People. inſtead of 
uſing the Propher ill (as he fear'd) believe him: 
Tho" they were Idolaters, the King and the No- 
bility, on Report of this News, cloath themſelves, 

and order all the People, and even the Beaſts to 
be cloathed in Sackcloath, and lie in Aſhes; and 
-proclaim an univerſal Faſt for Man and Beaſt; 
and order all ro cry mightily to God; and to 
turn every one from his evil 'Way, and from the 
Violence that is in their Hands: for who can tell, 
ſay they, if God will turn away from His fierce 
Anger, that we periſh not? It ſeems they had a 
right Notion of God, altho* they did not worſhip 
Him as God; they believ'd Him merciful, and 
that His Threatnings are conditional; and that 

don their turning to Him, He would turn from 
His Wrath, and ſpare them: as He did according- 
ly. For God ſaw their Works, that they turn d 
from their evil Ways; and God repented (on their 

. 'Repentance) of the Evil that He had ſaid, 5 
” wou 
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would do unto them, and He did it not. Thus Jonah, 
it pleas'd God to ſpare Nineveh : But it diſpleas'd Ch. 4. 


Jonah; altho' he himſelf had fo lately experienc'd 
the great Goodneſs and Mercy of God to himſelf 
in his Preſeryation z he could not bear the being 
thought a falſe Prophet; and alledgeth for the 
Reaſon of his Flight, when God at firſt gave him 
Commiſſion to proclaim the Deſtruction of Mi- 
neveh, that he knew the Lord is a gracious God 
and merciful, flow to Anger and of great Kind- 
neſs, and repents Him of the Evil (which He 
threatens.) But Jonab repents him of the Good- 
neſs God had ſhewed 3 and requeſts that he may 
die. God is ſo gracious as to convince him 
of his Unreaſonableneſs. When for Fear of the 


reproach of the Citizens of Nineveb he went out 


of the City, and made him a Booth ; that not be- 
ing ſufficient todefend him againſt the violent Heat 
of the Sun, God cauſed a Gourd to ſpring up in 
a Night, for a Shadow over his Head: of which 
he was very glad. But God having caus'd a Worm 
to deſtroy the Gourd, fo that he was again expo- 
ſed to the Heat, which was teal, bo a Wind 
which drove it more violently on his Head; he 
fainted, and wiſh'd to die, as hisGourd had done. 
And when God ask'd him if he did well to be 
angry for it. He anſwer' d paſſionately; that he 
did well to be angry, oven unto Death. God in- 
ſtead of reſenting the Madneſs of the Prophet, is 
graciouſly pleas'd to reaſon with him; and ſhew 
him, that whereas he (Jonah) had ſuch Pity on 
the Gourd for which he had not laboured, neither 


made it grow, which came up in a Night, and 


i'd in a Night; it was much more reaſon- 
able that He (God) ſhould ſpare Nineveh, that 
great City, wherein (beſides others) were more 
than fix ſcore thouſand Perſons, ( Infants) that 


could not diſtinguiſh between their right r 
a 


\ 
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Jonah. and their left Hand, and alſo much Cattel; all 

which were the Work of God's Hands (and His 

Mercy is over all his Works; ) He had made them 

all grow, He nouriſh'd and ſupported them, ſince 

He gave them their Being. It is obſervable that 

God ispleas'd to mention even the Cattel, for Ob- 

jects of his Mercy, as well as the Infants and vaſt 
number of other People of Nineveb. | 

In whoſe Preſervation and Deliverance that Re- 

Mich. cognition the Prophet Micah makes to God was 

Gi. 7. verified, where he fays, Who is a God eh by 

Thee, that pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by 

* Tranigreſſomf He 1 — His Anger for 

ever, becauſe He delighteth in Mercy: He will 

turn again, He will have Compaſſion upon us; He 

will ſubdue our Iniquities, and will caſt all our 

Sins into the Depths of the Sea. | 


. -; OF | 
GODS MERCY, &c. 
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SECT. V. CHAP.IL 


AVING taken notice of the moſt Goſpel. 
remarkable Inſtances. of extraordi- 
nary Mercies and Deliverances re- 
corded in the Old Teſtament, and 
which were beſtow'd by God on 
S ticular Nations and Perſons; we 
come now to ſee His Mercy extended to all Man- 
kind in general : by ſending inta the World His 
only Son, to take our Nature upon Him; to give 
us an Example of a godly Life; to deliver us from 
the Power of Sin and Satan; to reſtore us to our 
primitive State of Innocence; to ſatisfy the Ju- 
ſtice of God for us, by N up Himſelf a Sa- 
crifice for us on the Croſs, and thereby reconci- 
ling us to God, and making us capable of eter- 
nal Happinefs; even Jeſus the Meſſiah, who went 
about doing good, teaching and preaching the 
Goſpel; healing all manner of Sickneſs and Dif- 
eaſes amongſt the People: and which is more, He 
Himſelf took our 1 ities and bare our Sick- 


neſs, 


Goſpel. 


Mat. 8. 
Mar. 1. 
Luk. 5. 
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neſs, and even our Sins in his own Body on the 
Crofts. Many Particulars of what He did are 
written; but as St. John ſays in the end of his 
Goſpel, there were alſo many other things which 
Jesvs did, the which if they ſhould be written 
every one, I ſuppoſe, that even the World it (elf 
could not contain the Books that ſhould be written. 

Bur ſince ſame Particulars of the mighty Works 
which He did, are ſpecified and ſet down by the 
ſeveral Evangeliſts, and He Himſelf appeals to 
them as Evidences of His Miſſion, and as Proofs of 
His Divinity, they are certainly worthy of our 
particular Conſideration. | 

Leproſy was an incurable Diſeaſe, and thoſe 

that were infected with it were ſeparated from the 
Converſation of Mankind, and ſhut up to the 
Day of their Death (as you may ſee by the Law, 
Levit. xi. 13. and in the Inſtance of Uzziab King 
of Judah, 2 Chron. xxvi. 10.) But when one 
tainted with this Diſtemper preſented himſelf to 
Chriſt, worſhipping Him, and fayings If Thou 
wilt thou canſt make me clean : He touch'd him, 
anſwering, I will, be thou clean: And immedi- 
ately his Leproſy was cleanſed. Our Saviour ha- 
ving cur'd him, ſends him to the Prieſt, to make 
his Sacrifice of Thankſgiving for his being clean- 
ſed, and not to be view'd by the Prieſt accordin 
to the Law; which if he had been before Chrit 
had made him whole, he muſt have been ſhut up, 
and could not have had the Opportunity of pre- 
"_ himſelf to Chriſt, the true High Prieſt, 
according to the Order of Melchiſedech, of whom 
the other was only a Type, or Vicar. | 
A Roman Centurion applies himſelf to Chriſt, in 


behalf of a Servant of his that lay deſperately ill 


of a Palſy : our Saviour neither deſpiſeth the Ma- 
ſter, as a Heathen, nor the Servant for his low E- 
ſtate; but offers to go himſelf in Perſon to viſit 
| > 


him: 


(159) 
him: and upon the Maſter's Requeſt that He Goſpel. 
would not take that Trouble; but only ſpeak a 
Word, and his Servant would be cured; he was 
accordingly. Whereby our Saviour ſhew'd that 
He was no Reſpecter of Perſons; but that High 
and Low, Rich and Poor, Jews and Gentiles 
were all Objects of His Love and Mercy; and that 
it was over all His Works. On occaſion of His 
working this Miracle, He declared the Calling of 
the Gentiles; and that many ſhouldi come from 
the Eaſt, and from the Weſt, and ſhould fit down 
with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. - | 5 

Peter's Wives Mother was ſick of a Fever; our Mat. 8. 
Saviour coming to the Houſe touched her Hand, Mar. . 


and the Fever left her. His touching was not Luk. 4. 


like that of other Phyſicians, who do it to find 
out the Diſtemper, and make a Judgment of it, 
in which they are often miſtaken : Chriſt touch- 
ing, with the Action convey'd Health and Strength: 
for the immediately aroſe and miniftred to them. 
Chriſt being gone on board a Ship with his Di- Mar. 8. 
ſciples, there aroſe a great Te in the Sea, Mar. 4. 
inſomuch that the Ship was cover'd with the Nl. 


Waves: His Diſciples are frighted, and cry out, 


Lord fave us, we periſh. He firſt rebukes them 
for the Weaknels of their Faith, and then manifeſts 
His Power of commanding the Elements: He re- 
buked the Winds, and the Sea, and there was a 
And being landed, He had occaſion to ſhew Mat. 8. 
that He had alſo Power over the Devil, the Prince Mar. 5. 
of the Air, and that He was come to ſet Mankind Luk. 8. 
Free from his uſurp'd Dominion. There mer Him 
two Men poſſels'd by that Evil Spirit, which had 
render'd them fo exceeding fierce, that no Man 
might paſs by that Way; nor could they be bound 
with Chains, or Fetters of Iron. So ſtrong w_ 
( | the 
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cel the Devil in them. Bur a ſtronger than he beirlg 
come, he is diſlodged. As likewiſe another was, 
who not content to dwell amongſt the Tombs, 

enter'd into the Synagogue. 
Mar. r. Chriſt had cur'd the Centurion's Servant of the 
— Palſy: Here is another Inſtance of one cured of 
the ſame Diſtemper; with chis Addition; that he 
was not only heal'd of his bodily, but alſo of his 
ſpiritual Infirmity : For Jeſus ſaid to him, Son, be 
Mar. 2. Of good Ghter, thy Sins be forgiven thee. And 
Luk. 5. when ſome thought He blaſphemed ; for that it be- 
long'd to God only to forgive Sins; He, to ſhew 
He was God, and to comfort them, as well as 
he had done the Paralytick, declar'd He had 
Power on Earth to forgive Sins. Of which ex- 
traordinary Bleſſing they being ſenſible, and that 
they might be all Partakers of it, if they qualified 
themſelves by Faith, as the Paralytick had done, 
2 God, who had given ſuch Power unto 
en. 3 ws, $A $13 Jnr 
St. Matthew was a Publican ; that is, an Officer 
imployed for the collecting and receiving of the 
Taxes, Tribute, Cuſtoms and other Duties pay- 
able to the Romans ; and ſuch not only as Hea- 
thens, but alſo on account of their Imployment 
were ſo abhorred by the Jews , that they would 
have no Dealing or Converſation with them, no not 
ſo much as to eat or drink with them; and we 
find them joyn'd in the common Style with Sinners; 
Publicans and Sinners fignifying the ſame thing. 
But our Saviour to ſhew that He called nothing 
common or unclean; and that every Nation and 
Degree of Mankind were Objects of His Mercy, 
and that He who cured all forts of Diſeaſes, and 
had diſpofleſs'd Legions of Devils, could alſo drive 
the Devil of Covetouſneſs and Extortion out of 
Mat. 9. the very Publicans, and of Sinners make them 
1 . Saints Sceing Maiihew fitting at the * t of 
Cuſitom, 
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ing by him entertain'd at his Houſe, many of 
Mathew's fellow Officers, Publicans and Sinners; 
came and fat down with Jeſus and His Diſciples. 
Which when the Zealots of the Phariſces faw; 
they were ſcandaliz d; and enquir'd of the Diſci- 
ples, why their Maſter would eat with Publicans 
and Sinners? When Jeſus heard it, He ſaid unto 
them, they that be whole need not a Phyſician, 
but they that are Sick: and adviſed them to go and 
learn what that Text means; I will have Mercy 
and not Sacrifice. For, ſays He, I am not come 
to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repent- 
ance. | 


Theſe above-mention'd works of Mercy had _— 
been wrought on the Living. But a certain Ruler Luk. & 


coming and worſhipping, and acquainting Him 
that his Daughter was newly dead, beſeeching 
Him to come and lay His Hand on her, that ſhe 
might be reſtor'd to Life again : Jeſus aroſe 
and follow'd him. By the way a Woman which 
had had an Iſſue of Blood twelve Years, preſſeth 
upon Him to touch Him; believing, if ſhe did; 
ſhe ſhould be cured; as ſhe was that very moment: 
And our Saviour was alſo ſo gracious as to bid her 
be of good Comfort, telling her, her Faith had 
made her whole. And proceeding to the Ruler's 
Houſe, He raifes his Daughter from the Dead; 
giving this Earneſt of a Reſurrection, who Him- 
telf was the Reſurrection and the Life. We 
Every ſtep He takes produces à new miraculous 
Work of Mercy: As ſoon as He comes out from 
raiſing to Life the Ruler's Daughter; two blind 


Men cry after Him, Thou Son of David have Nat. g: 


Mercy on us; and upon their profeſſing their Be- 
lief, that He was able to do it; receive their 
Sight. As He had reſtored to them the uſe of 

M theif 


Cuſtom, commands him to follow Him. Mathew Goſptt. 
leaves his Buſineſs, and follows Him. Chriſt be- 
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Matt 9. 
Mar. 3. 
Luke 
11. 
Mar. 6. 
Luk. 6. 


Matth. 
10. 
Mar. 6. 
Luk. g. 
Luke 
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their Eyes, He immediately reſtor'd to another 
the uſe of his Tongue which was tyed up by a 
Dumb Devil, who being caſt out by Him, the 
Dumb ſpake ; and not only he, but all the Multi- 
tude employ'd their Voices in His Praiſe; acknow- 
ledging it was never fo ſeen in //rae]l. Thus not- 
withſtanding the Ingratitude and Blaſphemy of the 
Phariſees, who envying the good He did, and 
with deſign to expoſe Him to the Indignation in- 
ſtead of the Admiration of the People, infinu- 
ated that He caſt out the Devils by the help of 
the Prince of the Devils, He went about all the 
Cities and Villages, teaching in their Synagogues 
and preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom, and 
healing every Sickneſs, and every Diſeaſe among 
the People; being moy'd with Compaſſion on 
them, becauſe they fainted and were ſcatter'd a- 
broad, as Sheep having no Shepherd. And He 
Himſelf, as became the true Shepherd who came 
to {eek the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of 7#ael, 


ſendeth out, and commiſſionateth His twelve Diſci- 


ples to go and do, as they ſaw Him do; with 
power to caſt out Devils, heal the Sick, cleanſe 
the Lepers, and in general to heal all manner of 
Sickneſs, and all manner of Diſeaſe, and to give 
their Aſſiſtance freely, as they had freely receiv'd 
the Power to do it; - aſſuring them of the Pro- 
tection of God; that even their Hairs were all 
numbered, and not one of them can fall from their 
Head, but by His Permiſſion ; that not ſo much 
as a Sparrow could fall to the Ground without 
Him, and that they were of more value in His 
Sight than many Sparrows ; that therefore they 
ought not to fear, being aſſured of ſuch Prote- 
ction: and that whoever ſhould give a Cup of 
cold Water to a Diſciple of His, becauſe he was 
His Diſciple, ſhould not fail of having a Reward 
tor ſo ſmall an act of Charity and Mercy. After- 
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wards He ſent out ſeventy more with the like Seel. 
Power. * 
Chriſt having upon St. John Baptiſt's ſending 
ſome of his Diſciples to Him to enquire whether Matth. 
He was the Meſſiah, not for his own Conviction; 11. 
but for theirs, mention'd the mighty works He Luk. 7. 
did, as Evidences of His Miſſion, viz. That the 
Blind receive their Sight, the Lame walk, the 
Lepers are cleanſed, the Deaf hear, the Dead are 
raiſed, *and the Poor have the Goſpel preach'd to 
them, c. upbraids the Places where He had prin- 
cipally done theſe good Works: and then praiſes 
God His Father, becauſe He had hid thele things 
from the (worldly) Wiſe and Prudent, and re- 
veal'd them to Babes (People of Innocence and 
Simplicity) and then makes this gracious Invita- 
tion: Come to me all ye that labour and are hea- 
vy laden, and I will give you reſt. Take my Yoke 
upon you and learn of Me; for I am meek and 
lowly in Heart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto your 
Souls; for My Yoke is eaſie and My Burden is 
light. Of which he gives an Inſtance, in teach- 
ing us the true meaning of the Commandment re- 
lating to the Obſervation of the Sabbath; giving Rath. 
us to underſtand, that the Sabbath was ordain'd 12. 
for the Benefit of Man, and not for Rigour and Max. 2. 
Mortification; that all Works of Charity and Lab.. 
Mercy might be done on that Day, without Vio- 
lation of it; ſuch as His Diſciples plucking Ears 
of Corn, to ſatisfie their Hunger; and His heal- 
ing in the Synagogue on that Day a Man that 
had a wither'd Hand. | | 

Jeſus having retir'd to a Deſert , Multitudes of Mattl. 
People follow Him thither , carrying their Sick 14 _ 
along with them: He having Compaſſion on them, f * 
not only heal'd thoſe that were infirm, bur allo |, &. 
ted them all, being about five thouſand Men, be- 
ſides Women and Children, with five Loaves and 

M 2 | two 


uk. . 


Goſpel. two filhes, leſt gs Angus faint in the way. As 
Match. he did ſoon after about 4000 Men beſides Wo- 
— a g. men and Children, with feven Loaves and a few 
little Fiſhes. Bur nothing is little in the Hand of 
Fim, who had made all things of nothing. 
Matth. When He had diſmiſs'd the former Multitude, 
14. 5 He ſent away his Diſciples in a Ship, and retired 
Join 6 Himſelf into a Mountain to pray. While His Diſci- 
plwGKkẽEs were labouring and toiling againſt the Wind, 
which was contrary, their Concern was inereaſed 
by ſeeing one walk towards them on the Sea; ta- 
king it to be a Spirit, they cried out for Fear: but 
He tells them it is He Himſelf: which comforts 
them all, and emboldens Peter ſo far, that he begs 
leave to come and meet Him on the Water; but 
finding the Wind boiſterous, he was afraid, and 
beginning to fink, cried out, Lord fave me: and 
immediately Jeſus ſtretch'd forth His Hand, and 
caught him, and ſaid to him, O thou of little 
Faith, wherefore didſt thou doubt? And when they 
were come into the Ship the Wind ceaſed. He 
was no ſooner landed, but He meets new objects 
of His Mercy ; for as ſoon as they knew that He 
was come, they ſent out unto all that Coun 
round about, and brought unto Him all that were 
diſeaſed, and they were made perfectly whole. 
3 A Woman of Canaan, whoſe Daughter was 
Mar. 7. 222 vex d with a Devil, cry d unto Him for 
Ip. He for the greater manifeſtation of her 
Faith, and to ſhew the Power of Prayer, at firſt 
ſeems to flight her, and after wards to deny her 
Requeſt: but ſhe perſiſting to preſs Him, at laſt 
obtain'd it: and her Daughter was made whole 
from that very hour. Jeſus proceeds from thence 
to the Sea of Galilee, and great Multitudes came 
to Him, having with them thoſe that were Lame, 
Blind, Dumb, Maimed, and many others, and 
caſt them down at His feet: He healed them A : 


(„V 
that they heard the Dumb ſpeak, ſaw the Maimed Goſpel. 
perfectly whole, the Lame walk, and the Blind 
ſee; and they glorified the God of Hrael. On war.s. 
this occaſion it was that He miraculouſly fed the 
 Multitude laſt mention'd. 

When after His Transfiguration He came down Matth. 
to them, at the humble ſuit of a poor Man He 
caſt the Devil out of a Youth, who had by him Luk. 5. 
been often caſt into the Fire, and often into the 
Water. And as our Saviour thus exerciſed works 
of Mercy wherever He came, being come, as He 
fays Himſelf, to ſave that which was loſt; He in- Matth. 
ſtructs His Diſciples, and thoſe that followed dk 
him, that they ſhould do the like, by recom- 
mending little Children, ſhewing the particular 
Care God has of them, and the Danger of offend- 
ing them, that it is not the Will of His Father, that © Hg f 
one of thoſe little ones ſhould periſn, whether 
little as to Age, or of little Conſideration. And 
as His and His Heavenly Father's Mercy and Love 
were ſhewn to all Mankind, io teacheth 
them to be inclin'd to forgive and be merciful to 
their Brethren. ö 

Our Saviour was now going up to Jeruſalem, in Matth. 
order to finiſh that great Work, for which He 20 
came down from Heaven: and whereas He had _ 
ſince His appearance in publick, exerciſed acts of | uke 
Mercy and Compaſſion on many particular Perſons 18. 

(as He did on this Journey on two blind Men to 
whom He reſtor'd their Sight) within the Limits 
of Judæa, and the bordering Regions, and thoſe 
chiefly in reſpect to bodily Diſtempers and Defects, 
He is now going to effect the Reſtoration of Man- 
kind in general; not limited to one Nation, nor 
to the preſent time, but to look backward and 
erat, from the Beginning to the End of the 
World, and to take effect on all ſuch as had qua- 
lified or ſhould qualifie themſelves for ſo great 

M 3 | Salva- 
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Goſpel. Salvation, as to capacitate and entitle them to be- 
come the Sons of God, and Heirs of Eternal Life ; 
to which as Faith was chiefly requiſite, ſo it was 
to be expreſſed and demonſtrated by good Works; 

which therefore He makes the qualifications requi- 

Matth. red of thoſe who ſhould be ſet on His right Hand, 

and ſhould be declar'd the bleſſed of His Father, 
and who were to inherit the Kingdom prepar'd 
for them from the Beginning of the World; even 
thoſe who had exerciſed ſuch Acts of Mercy and 
Charity, as giving Meat and Drink to the Hungry 
and Thirſty, Cloathing the Naked, Viſiting the 
Sick, and ſuch as are in Priſon; which He de- 
clares He will look upon, and take as done unto 
Himſelf, as the effect of Faith working by Love. 

Matth. As He was now going to offer up his Body a 

Mar Sacrifice for all Mankind, He graciouſly invites 

: - all to be Partakers of it, previouſly and ſacra- 

Luke mentally giving His Body and Blood to His Diſ- 

22. Ciples, as Repreſentatives of His, Church ; and 

N declaring He would be with them (fo) to the 

Mar End of the World, that Mankind in ſucceeding 

16, Ages might in like manner, be Partakers of that 

| His univerſal Sacrifice, which tho' once to be made 
on the Croſs ſhould be thus not only commemo- 

rated but perpetuated effectually as long as the 

Luke World ſhould endure. And to ſhew that He 
died as He lived, He breathed out His Soul in 
praying for His. cruel Enemies; Father forgive 
_ fays He, for they know not what they 

o. 

8 He riſes again with like ſentiments of Compaſ- 

28 ſion and Charity: He knew the ſorrowful and de- 
plorable Eſtate His poor Diſciples were in; His 
firſt Care therefore is to give them Notice of His 

8 Reſurrection at firſt by an Angel, who declar'd 

itt to them, and bid them go quickly and tell His 
Diſciples the good News. Altho' they made 5 
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the haſt they could, yet His great Love and Af- Geſpel. 


fection could not contain it felf ; but He ſhews 
Himſelf to them: which was a greater Confirma- 
tion of the Truth of His Reſurrection, than the 
word of the Angel would have been, in that they 
could ſay they had ſeen Him, and had it from His 
own Mouth. He bid them go into Galilee, for 
there they ſhould fee Him again: as they did ac- 
cordingly ; and were by Him commiſſion'd to 
communicate it, and the Goſpel to all Nations, 
with Promiſe of His being with them to the End 
of the World: And that theſe Signs ſhould fol- 
low them them that believe; In His Name 
they ſhould caſt out Devils, they thould ſpeak 
with new Tongues, they ſhould take up Serpents 
without receiving any Hurt; and if they drank 
any deadly thing it ſhould not hurt them; they 
ſhould lay Hands on the Sick, and they ſhould re- 


COver. 


St. Luke begins his Goſpel with an account of Luk. r. 


God's great Mercy to Zacharias, and his Wife 
Elizabeth ; who, the Text ſays, were both righ- 
teous before God, walking in all the Command- 
ments and Ordinances of the Lord, blameleſs: 
but they had no Child, for Elizabeth was barren. 
God has reſpect to their Prayers; and ſends him 
word by an Angel that his Wife ſhould have a 
Son, and his Name ſhould be called 7h (which 
was John the Baptiſt.) When Zacharias doubted of 
what was told him, he was ſtruck dumb, and con- 
tinucd ſo, till the Child came to be circumciſed; 
when his Tongue looſed, and he brake out into 
that Seraphick Hymn. Bleſſed be the Lord God 
of Lſrael, for He hath viſited and redeem'd His 
People: Fc. On this Occaſion there was great 
Joy amongſt their Relations; and her Kintwo- 
man, the Bleſſed Virgin coming to viſit her, the 
Babe leapt in her Womb. Mary being now big 
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Geſpel. with our Saviour, burſts out into that exalted So 
My Soul doth magnifie the Lord, and my Spirit 
hath rejoyced in God my Saviour, c. 
Luk. 2. The firſt. News of the Birth of Chriſt, is 
brought by an Angel to ſome poor Shepherds, 
who were watching their Flocks by Night, with 
a Deſcription of the Place and Condition they 
ſhould find our Saviour in, who was then newly 
born: and when the Angel had deliyer'd this joy- 
ful Meſſage, there was ſuddainly with him a Mul- 
_ titude of the Heavenly Hoſt, praiſing God, and 
ſaying, Glory be to God in the Higheſt, and on 
Earth Peace, Good-will towards Men. When the 
Shepherds had gone, and found it was ſo as had 
been told them; they allo, as the Angels had done, 
plorificd and praiſed God, for all the things they 
bad heard and ſeen. As did old Simeon, and Anna 
the Propheteſs, when they ſaw our Saviour in the 
Temple, being brought to be preſented to the 
Lord, when His Mother came to be purified, ac- 

cording to the Law. SE 

Luk. 4. After our Sayiour's appearing publickly, His 
Miſſion ſoon was made manifeſt, and that the Spi- 
rit of the Lord was upon Him, and that He had 
_ anointed Him to preach the Goſpel to the Poor; 
that He had ſent Him to heal the broken Hearted, 
to preach Deliverance to the Captives, and reco- 
vering of Sight to the Blind, to ſet at liberty them 
that are bruiſed, and to preach the acceptable 
Year of the Lord: as E/atas had foretold; and 
was now fully verified in Him. SLES ht 
It would be unneceſſary to repeat the ſeveral 
Inſtances of the Works of Mercy which have 
occur'd in St. Matthew and St. Mark. I hall 
only mention ſuch as are not cited dy them, in 

| going through the other Goſpels. ive dara 
Luk. 7. Our Saviour coming to the City Nain, meets 
gart the Gate the Body of a dead Man carried ou 
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the only Son of his Mother, and ſhe was a Wi- Goſpel, 


dow: when the Lord ſaw her, He had compaſ- 
ſion on her, and ſaid to her, Weep not: and He 
came and touched the Bier and ſaid, Young Man, 
I ſay unto thee, Ariſe: and he that was dead fate 
up, and began to ſpeak, and He deliver'd him to 
his Mother. And all that were preſent gloriiying 
God, ſaid, that a great Prophet is riſen up among 

us; and that God hath viſited his People. Our 
Saviour being Invited to eat at a Phariſees Houle, 
Mary Magdalen a great Sinner, (out of whom it is 
ſaid, He caſt ſeven Devils) hearing He was there, 
brought an Alabaſter Box of Ointment, and ſtand- 
ing behind Him weeping, began to waſh His Feet 


with her Tears, and wipe them with the Hairs of 


her Head, kiſſing them, and anointing them with 
the Ointment, The Phariſee in his l 
cenſures our Saviour, thinking He could not be a 
Prophet, for not knowing her to be a Sinner; 
which the Phariſee thought if He had known, 
He would not have ſuffered her to touch Him. 
But our Saviour ſhew'd that He both knew ſhe 
had been a great Sinner, and was a great Peni- 
tent; and that her Sins which were great, being 
forgiven her, ſhe therefore loved much : and 
publickly pronounc'd her Abſoly'd : telling her, 
her Faith had faved her, ſhe ſhould go in Peace. ,- 


Our Saviour being on His way to Jeruſalem, Luk. 9. 


paſſed through 8 of the Samaritans, 
who having the Jews in utter Deteſtation, there- 


fore would not receive nor entertain Him. The 


two Brothers James and Joby, whom He had 
ſtyled Sons of Thunder, being warm'd with Zeal 
for the affront put on their Maſter, are for call- 
ing for Fire to come down from Heaven and con- 
fume them: and cite the Example of Elias. But 


He turn'd and rebuked them, and ſaid, ye know 


not what manner of Spirit ye are of; for the * 
| ms 


' 
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of Man is not come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but 


to ſave them. And as He practiſed Love and 
Charity to all Men, ſo He recommends it fre- 
quently to them; particularly by the Parable of 
the Man thar fell amongſt Thieves, and was grie- 
vouſly wounded by them, and charitably relieved 
by a compaſſionate Samaritane. He had (as you 
have ſeen before) allowed Works of Charity and 
Mercy to be done on the Sabbath ; here He re- 
ſtores a Woman on that Day, whom Satan had 
bowed during Eighteen Years; as He does one of 
a Dropſie, mention'd in the next Chapter. The 
conſideration of the Jews Unbelief, makes Him 
break out into that pathetical and compaſſionate 
Expreſſion, O Feru/alem, Feruſalem ! which kil- 
teſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent 


unto Thee, how often would I have gather'd thy 


Children together, as a Hen gathereth her Brood 
under her Wings, and ye would not? 

Hie ſhews the Mercy and Forbearance of God 
by ſeveral Parables; as that of the Fig-Tree which 


| was order'd to be cut down for being Barren; but 


Luke 


was reſpited, to ſec if it would in another Year 
bear Fruit. And in the Parable of the loſt Sheep, 
of the loſt piece of Money, and Prodigal Son, 
ſhews that the whole Family of Heaven rejoyce 
at the Converſion of a Sinner. To teach us that 
Glory and Praiſe is due to God for His Mercies 
towards us, He' takes notice, that of ten Lepers 
which He had cleanſed, only one, and he a Stran- 
ger, return'd to give Glory to God: which is cer- 
tainly His due for all the Mercies and Benefits He 
is graciouſly pleaſed to beſtow on us. 

_ Chriſt encourageth us to Pray, and that inſtant- 
ty, by the Hiſtory or Parable of the unjuſt Judge, 
who was at laſt overcome by the Importunity of a 
Widow : teaching us as it were to take Heaven 
by Force. In the next Chapter we are taught to 
| praiſe 
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praiſe God for all His wondrous Works; as the Goſpel. 


People did when our Saviour rode triumphantly 
into Jeruſalem. And here Zaccheus is called from 
the Receipt of Cuſtom, as Matthew had been 
tho' not to be an Apoſtle, yet to be a Diſciple : 
For Jeſus ſaid unto him, This Day is Salvation 
come to this Houſe ; for ſo much as he allo is a 
Son of Abraham: for the Son of Man is come to 
ſeek and fave that which was loſt. Foretelling 
His Diſciples what Difficulties they ſhould meet 


with: He comforts them, ſaying, ſettle it in Luke 
your Hearts, not to meditate what you ſhall an- 21- 


ſwer (when you are brought before Kings and 
Rulers, for my Names ſake) for I will give you a 
Mouth and Wiſdom, which all your Adverſaries 
ſhall not be able to gainſay, nor reſiſt. This as 
to Men: But neither ſhould the Devil himſelf be 


able to prevail againſt them: for He tells Simon, Luke 


that Satan had deſired to have him, that he might 
fift him as Wheat: But I have, ſaid He, prayed 
for thee, that thy Faith fail not; and when thou 
art converted, ſtrengthen thy Brethren. 

Chriſt being ſeized on by thoſe ſent to take 
Him; St. Peter, ſtir'd up by his Zeal, draws his 
Sword, and cuts off the Ear of one of them that 
offer'd Violence to his Maſter : whole exceeding 
Charity moves Him to repair the Hurt His zea- 


lous Servant had done, even towards His cruel 


Enemy, in the very act of his violent Rage againſt 
Him ; and by healing the Wound, enables him 
to perform his impious Attempt on His Sacred 
Perſon : But this was a ſingle Enemy: He was 
not only ready to be Impriſon'd, but to Die for all 

His moſt inveterate Adverſaries and Perſecutors. 
When St. Peter's Faith fail'd him, as well 
as his Zcal for his Maſter, ſo far as to deny and 
forſwear Him; even while He Himſelf was before 
His unjuſt Judges, He compaſſionately turn'd 
and 


Goſpel. 


Luke 
23. 


Joh. 2. 


Joh 4 


Joh. "od 


Joh. 8. 


1 

and look'd upon Peter, to put him in Mind: 
who thereupon reflected, went out, and wept 
bitterly. His Mercy accompanied Him not only 
to the Seat of Judgment, but even to the Croſs; 
where, as you {aw before, He pray'd for His Ene- 
mies; and hanging thereon, extended His Mercy 
to one of the Thieves that Suffer'd with Him: 
whom, on his application to Him, He aſſur'd that 
he ſhould be that Day with Him in Paradiſe. 

The firſt Miracle recited by St. Jahn, and the 
firſt done by our Saviour, was an Act of Huma- 
nity and Kindneſs: He and His Diſciples had 
been invited to a Wedding; where the 
People had not ſufficient proviſion of Wine to 
entertain their Gueſts: To ſupply therefore the 
preſent Neceſſity, and that thoſe who had ſo kind- 
ly invited Him, might not be expoſed to the Re- 
flection of their Neighbours, for not being able 
to entertain their Gueſts decently , He orders 
Veſſels to be fill'd with Water, and turns it into 
moſt excellent Wine. Notwithſtanding the En- 
mity that reign'd berween the Jews and the Sa- 
maritans, inſomuch that they did not converſe 
together, He diſpenſes with that natural Averſion, 
converfes with and converts a Woman of that 
Countrey; and by her, on that occaſion, many 
of the City of Sychar. He is no Reſpecter of 
Perſons, and His Mercy is over all His Works. 
As He had wrought this great Miracle at Jacob's 
Well, He works another at the Pool of Bethe/- 
da, on an impotent Man, who had an Infirmity 
thirty eight Years, and had no Man to put him 
in, when the Water was troubled, which would 
have been a preſent Cure. This Miracle Jeſus 
wrought on the Sabbath Day ; on which He al- 
lowed, as is before remark'd, Works of Mercy. 

A Woman taken in Adultery. by the Law was 
to have been Ston'd to Death; but being mali- 

Ciouſly 
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ciouſly brought before Him by the Scribes and Goſpel. 
Phariſees, whilſt He was convincing them that 
they were all equally Sinners; and that He did 
not take on Himſelf to exerciſe Temporal Autho- 
rityz the Woman, who p repented, by 
that means eſcap'd ;* with an tion to go, 
and Sin no more. | | | 
He had, as you have ſeen, raiſed from the dead Luk. J. 
an only Son, for the Comfort and ſupport of a Joh. t 
poor and deſolate Widow: and here He raiſes 
Lazarus, as well for the Glory of God, as for 
the Comfort and _—_ of his two diſconſolate 
Siſters, after he had lain four Days in the Grave, 
which at his command gives up its Dead; Death 
had no longer Dominion over him, when the 
Lord of Lite call'd for him. When He came to 
viſit them, and found them in the laſt extremity 
of Grief, to ſhew His Humanity, He wept, as they 
did: That however would not have allay'd their 
Grief 5 but He would not leave them Comfort - 
leſs. As He tells His Diſciples, when He ac- 
quaints them, that He was about to leave them, J9Þ-14 
but would go to prepare a Place for them, and 
would come again to them, and receive them to 
Himſelf : and in the mean time, He would pray 
the Father, and. He would give them another 
Comforter to abide with them for ever, even the 
Spirit of Truth. And again He aſſures them that 
e would not leave them comfortleſs, but that 
He Himſelf would come to them again: and adds, 
Peace I leave with you, my Peace I give unto 
you; not as the World giveth, give I unto you 
let not your Hearts be troubled, Ac. And He Joh. 18 
not only ſnew'd His Care and Concern for them 
after He ſhould leave them; but in the moment 
of being apprehended, He interpoſes with them 
that came to take Him, that they would let them 
go; and they all eſcap'd accordingly. And 9 Joh. 19 


Acts. 
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Ch. 2. 
tinued with one accord in Prayer and Supplica- 
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| ha 4a | | | Wn 55 
He was now on the Croſs, He kindly recom- 


mends His diſconſolate Mother, and beloved Diſ- 
ciple to one another ; ſaying to her, Behold thy 
Son; and to him, Behold thy Mother. And 
after His Reſurrection, having moſt graciouſly 
and affectionately given early Notice of it to His 
diſconſolate Diſciples, He appear'd to them; But 
Thomas one of them being abſent, and disbe- 
lieving, He condeſcends at another time to give 
him ſenfible Satisfaction, by admitting and invi- 
ting him to feel the Wounds in His Hands, and 
to thruſt his Hand into the Wound in His Side, 


which the Spear had made. O the Depth of the 


Condeſcenſion of our merciful Redeemer ! ' 
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SECT. IV. CHAP. II. 
HRIS T, before He ſuffer'd, had told His 
Diſciples, He would fend them another Com- 
forter; and juſt before His Aſcenſion put them 
in mind that He had told them ſo; and com- 
manded them not to depart from Jeruſalem, but 
to wait for the Promiſe of the Father; which, 
ſaid He, you have heard of Me; for John truly 
baptized with Water, but ye ſhall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt, not many Days hence; 
and ye ſhall receive Power after that the Holy 
Ghoſt is come upon you; and ye ſhall be Wit- 
neſſes to Me, both in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermoſt parts of 
the Earth. They waited accordingly 3 and con- 


— 


tion : When they were thus allembled on the 


Day of Pentecoſt , the Holy Ghoſt deſcended on 


them in the Shape of Cloven Tongues, like as of 


Fire, and fate on each of them; and they W 
| a 
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with other Tongues. So that all the Strangers 
of divers Nations there preſent, who came to | 
ther on the Report of this Wonder, heard them 
ſpeaking in the Language of the Countries where- 

in they were born. And upon St. Peter's preach- 
ing Chriſt and the Reſurrection to them, about 
three Thouſand were converted, and baptiz d, and 
kept together, and had all things common; ſel- 
ling their Poſſeſſions and Goods, and parting them 

to all Men, as every Man had need: and conti- 
nuing daily with one accord in the Temple, and 
breaking Bread from Houſe to Houſe,” they eat 
their Meat with Gladneſs, and Singleneſs of Heart, 
praiſing God, and having Favour with all the 
People. As our Saviour had not left His Apo- Ch. 3. 
ſtles comfortleſs ; ſo neither did He the Diltrels'd. 
and Diſeas'd : But. having endued His Apoſtles 
with Power, they go about doing good; as He 
had done, by Virtue of His Name. 

A Lame Man lying at the Gate of the 'Tem- 
ple, asks an Alms of Peter and John : they give 
him more than he look'd for, or expected: Sil- 
ver and Gold have I none, ſays Peter, but ſuch as 
I have, give I thee; In the Name of Jeſus Chriſt 
of Nazareth, riſe up and walk : and he took 
him by the right Hand, and lift him up; and 
Fits is his Feet and Ankle-bones receiv'd 
Strength, and he leaping up, ſtood, and walked, 
and entered with them into the Temple, walking 
and leaping and praiſing God. This notable Mi- 
racle which raiſed up the Lame Man, and Peter's 
Sermon on that occaſion, having converted five 
Thouſand; ftir'd up the Envy and Malice of the 
Captain of the Temple, and the Sadducees ; by 
whom the Apoſtles are brought before the Coun- cy, 4. 
cil : which not being able to ſay any thing a- 
gainſt them; acknowledging a notable W 
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had been done by them, they charge them to 


When they were diſmiſs'd, they went to their 
own Company, and reported all that the Chiecf- 
Prieſts and Elders had faid unto them, And 
when they heard that, they lift up their Voice 
to God with one Accord, and ſaid, Lord Thou 
art God who haſt made Heaven and Earth, and 


the Sea, and all that in them is, Fc. And when 


they had prayed, the Place was ſhaken where 


they were aſſembled together, and they were all 


filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and they ſpake the 
Word of God with Boldneſs : and proceeded in 
working Miracles, God working by them in a 
wonderful manner: inſomuch that the Shadow of 
Peter paſſing by, cured thoſe that were laid in 
the Streets: and Multitudes brought out of the 
Cities round about Fern/alem fick Folks; and 
thoſe that were vex'd with Unclean Spirits, and 
they were healed every one. It would ſeem that 
the Evil Spirits which were driven out of theſe 


poor People had enter'd into the High Prieſts and 


the Sadducees (as they did once into the Swine ) 
for they ran mad with Indignation , to fee ſuch 
wonderful Works done by the Apoſtles: and 
laying Hands on them, put them into the com- 
mon Priſon. But the Word of God is not bound, 
nor can it be confin'd: He by His Angel opens 
the Priſon Doors, and brings them forth; or- 
dering them to go, and ſtand and ſpeak to the 
People the Words of this Life. The next Morn- 
ing when the Council ſent Officers to bring them 
before them, they found the Priſon ſhur, and 
well guarded, but none of the Apoſtles there: 
and the firſt News they heard of chekn was, that 


they were preaching to the People in the Tem- 
ple. The Officers who were now ſent for them, 
tearing them and the People, did not ule Force, 


4 , 


but 
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but intreaties, . that they would come along with Ack, 


them: which the Apoſtles did accordingly. The 

Council were contented with only beating them, 

and let them go: And they departed, rejoycing 

that they were counted worthy to ſuffer Same 

for the Name of Jeſus Chriſt; whom they ceaſed 

5 fo preach daily in the Temple, and in every 
ouſe. 


Philip the Apoſtle goes down to Samaria- and Ch. 8. 


the ſame mighty Works are done by him there, 
as by Peter at Jeruſalem. For Unclean Spirits 
crying with loud Voices came out of many; and 
many that had Palſies and were Lame, were heal- 
ed: ſo that there was great Joy in that City: And 
no leſs in the Heart of the Queen of Athiopia's 
Treaſurer, to whom Philip being ſent preach'd; 
and he was converted, and baptized, and went 
on his way rejoycing. | 


Saul of Tarſus, afterwards call'd Paul, being Ch.g. 


zealous for the Law, had afliſted at the Stoning 
of Stephen; and was a violent Perſecutor of the 
Church : He had obtain'd Letters and Orders 
from the High Prieſt ro Damaſcus, to ſeize and 
bring bound to Jeruſalem ſuch of Chriſt's Diſct- 
ples, as he could find there. But God who had 
caſt his Eyes of Compaflion on him, megts him 
in the way; and by ſtriking him blind, cauſes | 
Him to ſee Him, who is 4 Light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the Glory of His People //rae/. The 

Eyes of his Soul and Body being opened, he is 
baptized, and preaches that Faith, which he 
endeavour'd to deſtroy; and of a Perſecutor 
becomes a great Apoſtle. The Jews ſeeing them- 
{elves diſappointed by his Converſion, are as mad 
againſt him, as he was againſt the Church: they 
lay wait to kill him, and beſer the Gates of Da- 
”aſcus. But by being let down the Wall in a 


Basket he eſcaped. As he did afterwards many Ch. 12. 


N other 
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other Conſpiracies againſt his Life at Jeruſalem. 
When ſton'd to Death at Lyfra, on his having 
heal'd and caus'd to walk a Man born Lame 
as he rais'd the Lame Man from his Infirmity, fo 
God raiſed him from the Dead : And when in a 
Storm at Sea, ſav'd not only him, but gave the 
Lives of all that fail'd with him. After the Ship» 
wreck, a Viper faſtened on his Hand : he ſhook 
it off and receiv'd no Hurt. At Melita he cur'd 


Publius's Father of a Bloody-flux, heal'd many 


Ch. 11. 


others: And afterwards at Rome was deliver'd out 
of the Mouth of the Lyon Nero. 
Peter, in his Progreſs cures a Paralytick, at 


, Dada, and raiſes Tabitha to Life, at Joppa. Be- 


ing {ent for by the Centurion Cornelius (who had 
been advis'd ſo to do by an Angel) he converts 
him, and his Relations and Friends : leſt Peter 
ſhould have ſcrupled the going to him, becauſe 
he was of another Nation with whom the Jews 
did not converſe, God ſhew'd by a Viſion, and 
declared to him by a Voice, that what He had 
cleanſed he ſhould not call common or unclean. 
The H. Spirit order'd him to go with Cornelius's 
Meſſengers, and by falling upon Cornelius and his 
Company, whilſt Peter preach'd tothem, demon- 
{trated that He purified their Hearts: and Peter 
own'd alſo at his firſt coming thither, and hear- 
ing the Relation made by Cornelius, That he per- 
ceiv'd of a Truth, that God is no Reſpecter of 
Perſons : but in every Nation, he that feareth 
Him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted of 
Him. And Peter being afterwards queſtion'd a- 
bout this Matter , juſtifies himſelf by reciting 
the whole Hiſtory z and particularly taking notice 
of the Holy Ghoſt falling on them, urges, Foraſ- 
much then as God gave them the like Gifts, as 
He did unto us, who belicy'd on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, what was I, that I could withſtand God? 


When 
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When they that had queſtion'd him, heard theſe 4%. 
things, they glorified God, faying, Then hath 
God alſo to the Gentiles granted Repentance unto 
Life. . 

Peter had been impriſon'd at Fern/alem with Ch. 13. 
John, &c. by the High Prieſt, and was let out by 
an Angel, as you have ſeen. Here he is again ta- 
ken and committed by Herod, with Intention to 
bring him forth to Execution: but the Night 
| before the Day appoifited, an Angel ſets him free, 
and diſappoints Herod, and all the Expectation of 

the Jews. | 3 
It was no inconſiderable Inſtance of God's Mercy Ch. 15. 

ö to the Chriſtian Church, that God the Holy 
| Ghoſt inſpired the Apoſtles and Elders to decree, 
that they are not obliged to keep the Law of Mo- 
; ſes, a Yoke. which the Jews were not able to, 
bear; and this Determination is agreeable to what 
| 
| 
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Chriſt. himſelf declar'd, That His Yoke is eaſie, 
and His Burthen is light. Matth. xi. 30. | | 
Paul chaſes a Spirit of Divination out of a young Ch. 16. 

| Woman: her Maſters, who profited by the miſe- 
; rable Eſtate of that poor Creature, ſeize Paul and 
; Silas, and raiſe the Multitude againſt them; and 
having beaten them, put them. into the common 
Gaol. But inſtead of being dejected, they pray'd 
and fang Praiſes to God : Who ſuddenly caus'd a 
great Earthquake, which ſhook the Foundations 
of the Priſon ; and at the ſame time their Chains 
were looſed. The Keeper of the Priſon being a- 
maz'd, and falling into Deſpair, fearing the Pri- 
ſoners had eſcaped ; Paul cries to him, Do thy 
{ſelf no Hurt, we are all here. He came in trem- 
bling and brought them out, and was converted, 

and baptized, he and his Houſe; and treated the 

Apoſtles kindly : who being then ſent to by the 
Magiſtrates to go their way; make them come 
themſelves and intreat them to depart amicably, 
N 2 Thus 
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Acts. 
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” 
- 


(180) 
Thus you ſee God delivers thoſe that truſt in 
Him, and turns even their Enemies Malice to their 


Advantage. 


Ch. 19. Paul having preach'd at Epheſus, and wrought 


many Miracles; inſomuch that Handkerchiefs and 
Aprons which had touch'd him cur'd Diſeaſes, 
and drove out Evil Spirits: He comes to Treas 
where preaching till Midnight, a young Mati over- 
taken with Sleep, fell down from a Window in 
an upper Room ; and being taken up as dead, is 
reſtor'd to his Friends alive. At which they were 
not a little comforted. 
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4VL having been very particular in the ac- 
count of what Sufferings and Dangers he un- 
derwent, -out of all which the Lord deliver'd 
him; and judging they may anſwer moſt Caſes 
which can happen to any Man, and be of great 
Comfort to ſuch as fall into the like Circumſtan- 
ces; I thought it worth while, to gather them 
together, and recite them in the | Concluſion of 
this Treatiſe of Mercies, and Deliverances. He 


. Writes thus of himſelf, viz. We would not, Bre- 


thren, have you ignorant of our Trouble which 
came to us in Aſia, that we were preſſed out of 


meaſure , above Strength, inſomuch that we de- 


ſpair'd even of Life: But we had the Sentence 
of Death in our ſelves, that we ſhould not truſt 
in our ſelves, but in God, who raiſeth the Dead; 
who deliver'd us from ſo great a Death, and 
doth deliver: in whom we truſt that He will yet 


. deliver us. We have this Treaſure in Earthen 


Veſſels, that the Excellency of the Power may 8 
2 


| „ ; 

God, and not of us. We are troubled on every 2 Cor. 
fide, yet not diſtreſſed z per lex'd, but not in 
Deſpair z perſecuted, but not forſaken ; caft down, 

but not deſtroy'd. In Labours more abundant, Ch. rr. 
in Stripes above meaſure, in,Priſons, more fre- 4 
quent, in Deaths often : of the Jews five times 
received I forty Stripes fave one; thrice was I 
beaten with Rods; once was I ſtoned ; thrice I 
ſuffer'd Shipwreck z a Night and a Day I have 
been in the Deep : In Journeying often, in Pe- 
rils of Waters, in Perils of Robbers, in Perils of 
my own Countreymen, inPerils by the Heathen 
in Perils in the City; in Perils. in the Wilderneſs; 
in Perils in the Sea; in Perils among falſe Bre- 
thren; in Wearineſs, in Painfulneſs ; in Watching 
often, in Hunger and Thirſt ; in Faſtings often, 
in Cold and Nakedneſs. In Damaſcus the Gover- 
nor under Aretas the King kept the City with a 
Garriſon, deſirous to apprehend me; and through 
a Window in a Basket was I let down by the 
Wall, and eſcaped his Hands. And above ally. 32. 
there was given me a Thorn in the Fleſh, the V. 33. 
Meſſenger of Satan to buffet me, leſt I ſhould be 
exalted above meaſure: for this I beſought the 
Lord thrice, that it might depart from me : And 

He faid unto me, My Grace is ſufficient for thee ; 

for My Strength is made perfect in Weakneſs. 
Therefore I take Pleaſure in Infirmities, in Re- 
proaches, in Neceſſities, in Perſecutions, in Di- 
ſtreſſes, for Chriſt's ſake : for when I am weak 

in my ſelf, then am I ſtrong, through God who 


{ſtrengthens me. 


v.27 


Whatſoever things were written afore time, were 
written for our Learning ; that we through 
Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures might 
have Hope. Rom. xv. 4. Glory be to God in 
the Higheſt, and on Earth Peace, Good-will 4 

wards 
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